
Inspection of Little Angels Pre-School 
Ltd Swadlincote
Old Post Centre, High Street, Newhall, SWADLINCOTE, Derbyshire DE11 0HX

Inspection date: 15 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Staff provide a very welcoming environment. Parents and carers feel comfortable to 
stay and discuss their children's needs and watch them join in with the activities. 
Children happily enter the setting and start playing.

Staff are consistently effective in their support to help children understand the 
expectations within the pre-school. They sensitively deliver clear and simple 
explanations to children that help them to understand the impact of their 
behaviour. This is an area of the curriculum to which staff have given careful 
consideration, and they know what they want children to learn. However, staff are 
less familiar with the intentions for some of the other areas of learning. This means 
that some activities lack focus and challenge to help children build on what they 
already know.

Children use their imaginations as they pretend they are going on a picnic. They 
are all keen to join in, and they gather the food and crockery they will need. They 
use different objects, such as pegs, to represent some of the food they want to 
make. Staff encourage children's participation and provide support to motivate 
younger children to get involved. However, staff's teaching methods are not always 
appropriate for the type of activity, and as they start to ask lots of questions, 
children's engagement diminishes.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has taken steps to address the actions from the last inspection. 
She has developed the arrangements for the supervision of staff, which staff find 
supportive. The manager identifies where staff need support and provides 
coaching and training. While this ensures that staff understand their roles and 
responsibilities to meet children's needs and ensure a smooth transition between 
routines, the quality of teaching is variable. Staff are not clear on all aspects of 
the curriculum and what they want children to learn. Despite knowing the 
children well, staff are not consistently helping children to build on what they 
already know and can do. 

n Staff provide a broad range of age-appropriate activities and resources that 
support children's learning. They resource areas according to children's current 
interests. However, most activity areas are enclosed or sectioned by large pieces 
of furniture, leaving a small amount of space for children to play. This means 
that only a very small number of children can participate in an activity at one 
time. Children sometimes struggle to move some of the resources around, 
indoors and outdoors, such as a pushchair or tricycle. Despite this, children 
behave well.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are well 
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supported. The manager ensures that she is well prepared for meetings with 
external professionals. She understands the referral process and sensitively 
supports parents and carers in making referrals, if needed. The manager skilfully 
delivers one-to-one activities to help children achieve their targets. She ensures 
that children are given the support they need to be involved in all group 
activities.

n Staff promote a love of stories and songs. Children enjoy joining in with familiar 
rhymes and action songs. They are developing their physical skills as they move 
in different ways. For example, they squat down and then reach up high. They 
use their small-muscle skills as they fold a small piece of fabric and pretend they 
are making the bed. They slow down their movements when they recognise the 
tempo of the music changing. Children are eager to listen to stories, and staff 
introduce new vocabulary, although they do not always explain what the new 
words mean, to embed this learning.

n Parents and carers speak very highly of the staff. They express how effective 
their support is in helping children to settle. Parents and carers also value the 
frequency of the information sharing and commend the quality of information, 
which gives them ideas on how they can support children's learning at home. 
They explain how children use the skills they learn at pre-school when, for 
example, they go shopping.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have recently refreshed their knowledge and understanding of child protection 
and retain a good level of understanding in order to identify and manage concerns. 
The manager has appropriate systems in place to check the suitability of all staff 
working at the pre-school. Staff implement risk assessments effectively to ensure 
the safe arrival and collection of children and their ongoing safety throughout the 
session. Staff maintain constant communication between themselves to ensure that 
children are supervised at all times, including when they are split between the 
indoor and outdoor play areas.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
organise the premises to provide 
sufficient space for children to move 
around freely and join in with activities 
of their choosing

15/12/2023
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ensure that staff have a clear 
understanding of the curriculum and that 
they know what they want children to 
learn

15/03/2024

ensure that staff use appropriate 
teaching methods to support children's 
learning and help children to make good 
or better progress

15/03/2024

develop further the supervision 
arrangements for staff, to drive the 
quality of teaching to a higher level.

15/03/2024
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY363515

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10300565

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 7

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 14

Name of registered person
Little Angels Pre School (Swadlincote) 
Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535188

Telephone number 07725 571 368

Date of previous inspection 5 June 2023

Information about this early years setting

Little Angels Pre-School Ltd Swadlincote registered in 2007. It is located in Newhall, 
Derbyshire. The pre-school employs five members of childcare staff, four of whom 
hold an appropriate early years qualification. The pre-school opens Monday to 
Friday, during school term times. Sessions are from 9am until midday and 12.45pm 
until 3.45pm, with a lunch club available between these sessions. The pre-school 
provides funded early education for three- and four-year-old children. It also 
provides before- and after-school care and a holiday club for school-aged children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Justine Ellaway
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke to the staff and the children at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager. 
n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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