
Inspection of Bluebells Nursery School
All Saints Church Hall, 100 Prince of Wales Drive, Battersea, London SW11 4BD

Inspection date: 9 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff implement a thorough settling-in period, which helps children to settle with 
ease into the nursery school. Staff obtain a wealth of information from parents so 
that they can meet children's individual needs. Children thrive in this nursery 
school, where they feel safe, happy and relaxed. The managers have effective 
knowledge and understanding of what they want children to learn and achieve. 
They create a stimulating curriculum both indoors and outdoors that incorporates 
children's interests and next steps. The activities keep children engaged and 
motivated to learn. For instance, children had tremendous fun making salt dough, 
which they used to create aliens from out of space. The younger children squealed 
with delight as they showed off their alien with many googly eyes.

Children demonstrate good behaviour and follow the nursery school rules and 
routines well. Staff have a consistent approach to managing behaviour. This helps 
children to know what is expected of them and helps them to feel secure and 
listened to. For example, they listen well to staff's instructions at tidy-up time. 
Children from a young age are taught the importance of sharing and turn-taking. 
Staff support children's literacy effectively. They provide children with opportunities 
to make marks as they create shopping lists in the role-play shop. Older children 
are developing confidence in beginning to link letters to sounds, demonstrating 
their school readiness.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff regularly observe children's progress. They use information gained to 
identify meaningful next steps to ensure that children are being continually 
challenged. This supports children to make good progress in relation to their 
starting points. Staff implement a secure online system that enables parents to 
login to access this information. Parents are encouraged to share children's 
learning from home, which helps to provide consistency between home and the 
nursery school. 

n Staff provide engaging opportunities for children to use their imagination and 
creative skills. For instance, children go on a star hunt to locate fallen stars that 
have lost their sparkle. They use glue and glitter to cover them with the hope 
that they will rise back into the sky once night has fallen. Children comfortably 
learn how to use scissors as they cut out arms and antennae from pipe cleaners 
for their aliens. 

n Children learn about how things grow as they plant and tend to tomatoes and 
strawberries. Once these are ripe, children help to harvest them in preparation 
for healthy mid-morning snacks. They also visit local parks to collect leaves and 
conkers for leaf rubbings and collages.

n Children have daily opportunities to develop a good range of physical skills. For 
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example, they develop good hand-to-eye coordination as they play tennis with 
soft balls. Children enjoy steering a range of wheeled toys, such as scuttle bugs 
and wheelbarrows, carefully around the garden. Their fine motor skills are 
enhanced while in the mud kitchen as they unhook utensils to help them to 
create a range of tasty dishes. 

n Staff are proactive in promoting children's language as they ask them effective 
questions to extend children's thinking and speech. Children use words such as 
'slimy' and 'sticky' to describe the texture of the salt dough mixture. Children 
who speak German as an additional language have good opportunities to use 
their home language in the setting. For example, they count in German and 
engage in meaningful discussions with staff.  However, children who speak other 
languages do not have the same opportunities to hear and use their language in 
the nursery school to fully extend their learning.  

n Parents say that the nursery school has a real family feel, with a nurturing 
environment and a sense of community. They speak highly of the staff 
supporting children's emotional well-being well.

n The managers have a positive attitude towards staff's ongoing professional 
development. They implement informal weekly meetings where they review 
children's progress, plan for the following week and discuss the effectiveness of 
the curriculum. Managers continually review each other and staff's performance. 
This supports them to review and strengthen any staff weaknesses and highlight 
meaningful training. Staff have developed their knowledge of early literacy to 
further strength children's early reading skills in preparation for school.

n Although staff have high expectations of children, they do not consistently 
encourage children to complete tasks by themselves, for example putting on 
their coats and preparing their own snacks.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team ensures that the safer recruitment process is robust and 
that all staff complete Disclosure and Barring Service checks. This helps to ensure 
that staff are suitable to care for children. All staff complete regular safeguarding 
training, including on the 'Prevent' duty guidance and female genital mutilation, 
which is regularly updated. Staff have a secure understanding of what to do if they 
are concerned about the welfare of a child. They are aware of the signs and 
symptoms of abuse and neglect. Children's well-being is ensured as staff use risk 
assessments effectively to keep children safe in the nursery school and while on 
outings.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n strengthen all children's opportunities to hear, see and use their home language 
further in the nursery

n promote children's independence further by encouraging and supporting them to 
do more things for themselves.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY422182

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10301158

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 14

Name of registered person Bluebells Nursery School (JK) Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP530447

Telephone number 02077202010

Date of previous inspection 17 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Bluebells Nursery School registered in 2011. It is located in Battersea, in the 
London Borough of Wandsworth. The nursery school employs three members of 
childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications ranging from 
level 2 to level 4. The nursery school opens from Monday to Friday, during term 
time only. Sessions are from 8.45am until 3pm. The nursery school provides funded 
early education for children aged three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Trisha Edward
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery school received since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic 
with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n A manager and the inspector carried out joint observations of an activity.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times throughout the 

inspection.
n The manager held discussions with the inspector, who sampled records such as 

documents relating to the suitability of those working with children, including 
qualifications and first-aid certificates.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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