
Inspection of Honey Bees Pre-School
NORTON PARISH COUNCIL BUILDING, Norton, DONCASTER, South Yorkshire DN6 
9DW

Inspection date: 17 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy when attending the setting. They come in and settle 
immediately. There is an effective key-person system in place. Staff are passionate, 
caring and nurturing. They validate children's feelings when they are upset and 
show affection. Children form good attachments with their key person. They look 
for their key person to play, and for comfort and praise when they have achieved a 
task. Children are content and ready to learn.

Staff implement a good curriculum. Children experience a broad range of activities. 
Staff provide children with good opportunities to develop their language, 
imaginations and problem-solving skills. Children use guttering to design their own 
water channelling system. They move guttering up and down to change the height 
and slope. Children roll balls down and explore the channelling possibilities. Staff 
teach children rich language, such as 'gradient', 'distance' and 'length'. They 
encourage children to work together to problem solve and learn about balance.
 
Staff role model good behaviour. Children copy staff and say 'please' and 'thank 
you' when asking for help. They ask if they can have more fruit and wait for staff to 
reply before getting more. Staff provide activities to encourage children to share 
and take turns. Children wait for their turn and share resources with their friends. 
Staff recognise children's good behaviour and praise them. Children demonstrate a 
good attitude to experiences. Their behaviour is positive.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum supports children's early mathematics skills well. Staff use play 
experiences to encourage children to develop their mathematical vocabulary. For 
example, they incorporate early numbers and counting everyday objects into 
children's play. Staff talk about size and quantity during snack time and 
children's physical play. 

n At times, staff do not always consistently challenge older children during adult-
led and focused activities. For example, children join in exploring and weighing 
resources. However, as the play goes on, they become distracted, and leave the 
activity.  The activity was to easy for older children.

n Staff focus children's learning around their interests. For example, children make 
fishing rods and collect different-sized sticks. Staff support younger children with 
hand-over-hand guidance to use scissors. Older children support their friends to 
cut string. Staff teach children how to tie knots. They engage children in 
conversations about what they might catch and what lives in water. Children 
develop social skills and learn new vocabulary, such as 'carp', 'length' and 'float'.  

n Children have exciting opportunities for outside play. They play with large hoops 
and balls. Children climb through and over hoops. Staff teach children to move 
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their body and spin the hoops keeping them up. Children learn to throw balls 
into a basketball net. Staff use larger balls for younger children. They give 
children verbal guidance on how to throw and catch. Children excitingly play 
football together. They build strength and develop coordination and balance.

n Staff are extremely skilled in the early identification of children's needs. They 
gather information about children when they start to enable a smooth transition 
to the setting. Staff complete thorough assessments to identify children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) well. They work closely with 
partner agencies and parents to meet children's individual needs. Staff 
implement strategies to develop children's early communication. They use sign 
and props to communicate with non-verbal children. All children, including 
children with SEND, make good progress.

n Staff use additional funding well. They purchase items such as sign language 
resources and outside activities. This allows all children, including those with 
SEND, to access the whole curriculum and develop their social skills.

n Staff work well with parents. They share information with parents through an 
online platform, a parents notice board and a termly newsletter. Staff share 
information on what children are learning and how parents can continue their 
child's learning in the home. This includes support and advice on how to keep 
their child safe in the home and community. Parents state that communication 
sharing is good and accessible for both parents.

n Children develop their small hand muscles and coordination. Young children 
make marks using large pieces of chalk. Older children use crayons and stencils. 
Children use scoops and dig in the soil. They transfer leaves, twigs, and soil to 
diggers. However, on occasion, staff do not always engage children in 
meaningful play. This means that at times, children move quickly from one 
activity to another and lose interest. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Safeguarding is a strength of the setting. There are clear processes in place to 
keep all children and their information safe. All staff have good knowledge of 
safeguarding and child protection issues. They can identify the signs and symptoms 
which may indicate that a child is at risk of harm.  All staff know who to contact if 
they have concerns about a child's safety and welfare. They recognise safeguarding 
issues, such as grooming and female genital mutilation. Staff keep children safe 
and promote their welfare.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to ensure that adult-led activities provide appropriate challenge to 
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all children
n support children more consistently during child-led play to help them to remain 

engaged in their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY467937

Local authority Doncaster

Inspection number 10308427

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person
Honey Bees Pre-School Community Interest 
Company

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532978

Telephone number 07807 793348

Date of previous inspection 7 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

Honey Bees Pre-School registered in 2013 and is located in Doncaster. It is 
managed by Honey Bees Pre-School Community Interest Company. The setting 
employs six members of childcare staff, of whom four staff hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3 and 4. One of the directors of the company holds 
qualified teacher status. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday, during term 
time. Sessions are from 9am until 3.45pm. The pre-school receives funding to 
provide early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jackie Ward
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager completed a learning walk with the inspector and discussed the 
early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n Parents shared their views of the staff and the setting with the inspector.
n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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