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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children settle quickly and are secure at this small, inclusive setting. They have
formed strong bonds with staff and each other. Staff are skilled at supporting
children to manage their emotions. On rare occasions when children do become
frustrated, staff reassure them calmly with a cuddle. Staff work with parents of
children who speak English as an additional language to create books with
recordings of children's home languages. They use these resources and a range of
strategies, such as visual support, to help support all children's understanding of
routines.

Leaders have developed a curriculum that is ambitious and meets the needs of the
children who attend. Children benefit from many opportunities to access fresh air
and play outdoors. Children are excited and motivated learners. They use
magnifying glasses and binoculars to hunt for bugs in the garden. They proudly
show off the worms that they find to their friends and staff. Staff extend children's
learning as they pose questions about the size of the worms. Children use their
problem-solving skills when deciding how to make a house for the worms. Staff
teach children how to use different bikes and encourage them to keep on trying
when it becomes difficult. Staff make good use of additional funding to ensure that
all children have access to the curriculum and make good progress in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B |eaders value the impact that professional development can have on improving
the quality of staff practice over time. They provide staff with targeted training
and feedback on their practice. Staff feel supported in their roles and say that
their well-being is prioritised. Leaders and staff are passionate about making
continuous improvements that benefit children and their families.

m Staff know children well. They collate detailed information about children's care
and development before they start at the setting. Staff complete frequent
observations and assessments and use this information effectively to plan for
what they want children to learn next. However, at times, staff do not adapt
large-group activities to support all children to remain engaged. Consequently,
some children lose interest and do not gain the most from these learning
experiences.

B The committed special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) works effectively
with staff to identify when children may benefit from extra help in their learning.
She makes timely referrals to outside agencies so that children and their families
can access further support. The SENCo works in close partnership with external
agencies to ensure that children with special educational needs and/or
disabilities make good progress.

B Leaders prioritise children's communication and language development. Staff
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engage children in two-way conversations that link to their interests. For
example, staff encourage children to talk about their families and birthdays. Staff
use opportunities as they play alongside children to introduce new words, such
as 'enclosure' as children make models. Staff use effective questioning
techniques to extend children's language. Children develop good communication
and language skills.

m Staff support children's early literacy skills well. They read with enthusiasm,
using puppets and props to engage the children. Children confidently retell parts
of the story that they have remembered. They work together to act out parts of
the story. Children have opportunities to develop their fine motor skills in
preparation for later writing. For example, they squeeze dough and add sticks to
create a 'birthday cake'. Older children have good pencil control as they draw
pictures. They add them to envelopes and talk about the initial sounds in the
words that they can hear as they address them to their families.

W Staff provide many opportunities to encourage children to be independent. They
teach children how to use knives to spread cheese onto crumpets and how to
pour their own drinks at snack time. Children independently wash their hands
before mealtimes and after touching soil in the garden. Children are becoming
increasingly independent.

B Partnerships with parents are a strength of the setting. Parents describe the
nursery as 'fantastic'. Staff provide lots of feedback to parents regarding their
children's learning. Parents feel supported to extend their children's development
at home. They state that their children have formed friendships with the other
children and have made good progress since starting at the nursery, particularly
with their social skills.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Following a notification of a safeguarding incident, leaders have taken action. They
have updated their knowledge of the local safeguarding partnership procedures.
Staff receive frequent safeguarding training and support to keep their knowledge
up to date. They have a clear understanding of the signs of abuse and the
procedures to follow. Leaders have robust recruitment systems in place to ensure
that staff are suitable. Leaders are committed to multi-agency working to support
the children, and their families, who attend.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B consider the organisation of large-group activities to ensure that all children are
able to gain the best from these learning experiences.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 315212

Local authority Warrington

Inspection number 10313557

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
e ™
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2 to4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 29

Name of registered person Locking Stumps Pre School
Telephone number 01925 819076 option 4

Date of previous inspection 2 November 2018

Information about this early years setting

Locking Stumps Pre-School registered in 1982 and is situated in Birchwood,
Warrington. The pre-school employs four members of childcare staff, all of whom
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. The pre-school
opens from Monday to Friday, during term time only. Sessions are from 8.45am
until 3.30pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Weston
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Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

m We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following
information we received about the provider.

B The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of
the premises.

® Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.

B The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during a group
activity.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

B The manager provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on
request, including documentation to demonstrate the suitability of staff.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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