
Inspection of Chinley Day Nursery
Forge Road, Chinley SK23 6FG

Inspection date: 3 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and families are welcomed into the nursery by attentive and caring staff. 
Children settle quickly and soon become engrossed in the activities that staff have 
carefully planned for them. Staff nurture children's communication skills from an 
early age. For example, staff provide focused interactions with young babies and 
use eye contact, repetitive sounds and an engaging tone of voice. This helps babies 
to feel safe and secure, and they are keen to respond to these warm interactions. 
Babies enjoy exploring books with the support of staff. They listen intently as staff 
describe the pictures in the book before babbling back in response, learning the 
back-and-forth flow of conversation. 
 
Children enjoy the range of opportunities provided by staff to practise their physical 
skills. They develop their small muscles and hand-eye coordination through 
painting and manipulating play dough. Staff show children how to position their 
hands to control scissors. Children develop their coordination and balance skills as 
they use bicycles to navigate the outdoor space.  

Children behave well. They listen to the instructions from staff when it is tidy-up 
time. Children know this routine well and excitedly help staff to put the toys away. 
Staff use specific praise to acknowledge the efforts and achievements of children, 
promoting positive behaviour.   

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff help children to share and take turns to help develop their social skills and 
subsequent friendships. For example, they use visual prompts, such as sand 
timers, to help children to understand when it is their turn to use the outdoor 
equipment. Children are familiar with this strategy and patiently wait their turn.  

n Children experience exciting opportunities to learn about their local community 
and people who help us. For example, staff invite visitors, such as doctors and 
firefighters, to the nursery. Children learn about their different roles and the 
equipment they use. For instance, doctors show children bandages and 
stethoscopes, helping children to feel comfortable about visiting the surgery. 

n Staff provide children with opportunities to develop a sense of responsibility. For 
instance, they encourage children to be mealtime helpers. Children are eager to 
help and proudly assist staff to set the table, hand out cups and serve meals, 
helping to increase their confidence and self-esteem.  

n Staff promote children's good health. They provide daily opportunities for 
children to play outdoors and to benefit from fresh air and exercise. Staff work 
closely with parents to identify and meet children's dietary requirements and 
provide them with healthy and nutritious meals.  

n Staff make effective use of assessment to help them to understand children's 
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development and identify their next steps in learning. However, at times some 
staff lack confidence in the learning intentions of routines and activities. 
Consequently, teaching does not consistently help children to build on what they 
know and can do.  

n Children's independence is promoted well. Staff encourage babies to wipe their 
hands and face after eating. Older children are reminded by staff to wash their 
hands and they do this independently. After eating, staff encourage children to 
take away and scrape leftover food from their own plates, helping them to 
develop skills for the future. 

n Staff build trusting and supportive relationships with parents and carers. They 
share strategies and information, such as information about weaning and 
promoting communication, to help to support children's learning and 
development in the home environment. Parents comment that staff identify and 
meet children's needs well. They say that children have come on in 'leaps and 
bounds' since attending the nursery. 

n Leaders prioritise the well-being of staff. They encourage staff and families to 
acknowledge the achievements and efforts of staff, for example, through writing 
comments on a 'recognition tree'. Staff practice is supported by leaders through 
a range of strategies, such as supervisions, team meetings and observation of 
practice. However, leaders' monitoring of staff practice is not yet fully effective to 
ensure staff provide children with consistently high-quality teaching.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their roles in keeping children safe from harm. They supervise 
children well throughout the day and take steps to ensure children are safe while 
eating. Staff are confident in identifying concerns about the conduct and behaviour 
of staff and understand the procedure to escalate any concerns. Leaders implement 
robust recruitment procedures to ensure the suitability of staff. Staff check the 
identity of visitors and ensure that they are always supervised. They can identify 
concerns about children's welfare and know how to report these appropriately. 
Staff know the procedure to safely administer and record medication. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to have a clearer understanding of the learning intentions of 
routines and activities, so that teaching is consistently focused to help to extend 
children's skills and knowledge even further 

n continue to develop the monitoring of staff practice to provide consistency in the 
teaching and curriculum provided to children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY497467

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10300927

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 70

Number of children on roll 94

Name of registered person Charlestown Private Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901395

Telephone number 07908 914852

Date of previous inspection 4 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Chinley Day Nursery registered in 2016. The nursery employs 20 members of 
childcare staff, 19 of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications between 
level 2 and level 6. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mel Walker
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The leadership team and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector spoke to parents and carers during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity and routine time of 
the day with the manager.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n A sample of documentation was reviewed, including evidence of the suitability of 
staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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