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What is it like to attend this school?

The school’s classroom is a bright and welcoming environment. Pupils feel relaxed
and comfortable here. Pupils are well supported in developing their independence,
for example in accessing resources for their classroom activities. This helps prepare
them for life after school.

Adults provide pupils with the support that they need to manage their emotions and
to adapt their behaviour. They do this in a kind and considerate way.

There are comfortable spaces, both inside and outside the classroom, for pupils to
take time to reflect on what they are learning or to read from the wide range of
books on offer. Adults spend time talking to pupils about what they are learning and
about how they are feeling. This helps to develop pupils’ social and emotional skills.
Pupils achieve well at school, including in their literacy and numeracy.

Pupils are kept safe at school. They know what to do and who they can talk to if
they have any worries or concerns. Pupils get on well with each other. If there are
any friendship problems, then adults help to make sure that they are sorted out
quickly.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The school ensures that there is an ambitious curriculum in place that meets pupils’
needs. Pupils’ needs are assessed straight away when they join the school. This
information is used well so that the curriculum is adapted to meet individual needs
and to help staff understand any gaps that pupils have in their knowledge.

Pupils have complex needs. The curriculum rightly focuses on the most important
things that the pupils should learn. The school has prioritised English and
mathematics, but pupils learn a range of subjects, including personal, social, health
and economic education (PSHE). In most subjects, the curriculum content is clear
about what pupils should be able to do. However, sometimes it is less precise about
the specific knowledge that pupils need to know and remember. This means that
sometimes adults are not clear which specific bits of key knowledge should be
taught and built on over time.

Pupils learn to improve their reading fluency, building on their phonics knowledge so
that they have the skills needed to decode unfamiliar words. Pupils learn new
vocabulary in lessons and the school provides a wide range of high-quality books in
the classroom for pupils to read from. In mathematics, pupils practise their
multiplication tables on a regular basis. This helps them to build up their speed and
accuracy when working with numbers.

Adults are well trained and understand how to meet pupils’ needs. Relationships
between adults and pupils are warm and positive. Over the time that pupils attend
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school, their attendance improves. One reason for this improvement is the help
pupils receive from staff to manage their mental health.

Staff work together in a consistent way. They communicate regularly and share
important information about pupils’ safety and well-being. In lessons if pupils need
support to manage their behaviour or emotions, adults provide it in a respectful and
reassuring way. After any incident of poor behaviour, pupils reflect on what has
happened with a trusted adult. This helps them to learn helpful strategies and adapt
their behaviour. Over time, pupils’ behaviour, concentration and resilience improve.

Through the PSHE curriculum, pupils are taught important knowledge and skills that
will help them in their future lives, including e-safety, healthy lifestyles and
relationships. They also learn about what makes people and families different to one
another. They are taught the importance of treating other people with respect and
tolerance. Adults build in trips to support the curriculum, for example, when pupils
learn about the rule of law, they visit a local crown court. Pupils meet a judge and
discuss how the court operates.

Leaders make sure that pupils can develop their own personal interests, such as
music, sign language, chess, sport and leisure. There are also many trips out into
the local area. The school makes use of the local park with its all-weather sports
surfaces and large open spaces. Pupils are regularly active and enjoy traditional
sports such as basketball and football as well as other fun activities such as frisbee,
roller skating and archery. These activities help pupils to develop their social skills
and to understand the physical and mental health benefits of exercise.

Staff enjoy working at the school. They say that the proprietor supports their well-
being and makes sure that they have a good work-life balance. The proprietor
supports the headteacher in developing the educational strategy for the school and
ensures that the headteacher has the resources and time to do this. The school is a
busy environment, but staff feel they have the training and support required to fulfil
their roles well.

Leaders have ensured that the school meets the independent school standards.
They maintain the premises to a high standard and ensure that all the required

polices are in place. Their accessibility plan complies with schedule 10 of the
Equality Act 2010.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and proprietor)

m In a few subjects, the subject content that the school wants pupils to know and
remember is not precisely identified. This means that pupils do not build up the
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strong body of subject knowledge that they should. The school should refine its
curriculum thinking in these subjects, clearly identifying the component pieces of
knowledge and skills that should be taught and assessed.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as

part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school

School details

Unique reference number
DfE registration humber
Local authority
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Information about this school

B Oak House School is a small independent school in Redbridge.

B The school’s last standard inspection was in March 2019 when it was judged to be
good. All the independent school standards were judged to have been met.

B The school uses no alternative providers.
B There are currently no students in the sixth form.

Bm Pupils who attend the school have special educational needs and/or disabilities.
Some pupils have an education, health and care plan. All pupils have social,
emotional and mental health difficulties as their primary area of need.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education
and Skills Act 2008. The purpose of the inspection is to advise the Secretary of State
for Education about the school’s suitability for continued registration as an
independent school.

The school meets the independent school standards. These are the requirements set
out in the schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations
2014.

B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s
education provision.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
school and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B The inspector met with the proprietor and the headteacher. The inspector also
met with a range of school staff.

W The inspector carried out deep dives in English and PSHE. For each deep dive, the
inspector held discussions about the curriculum, looked at curriculum plans,
visited a sample of lessons, spoke to staff and pupils, and looked at samples of
pupils” work.

B The inspector also looked at curriculum plans and spoke to leaders about other
subjects.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspector: reviewed the single
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.

B The inspector carried out a range of activities, including a tour of the school, to
check compliance with the independent school standards.

B The inspector evaluated responses to Ofsted’s online surveys for pupils and staff,
alongside responses to Ofsted Parent View.
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B The inspector only inspected the education provision at this school.
Inspection team

Gary Pocock, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects
to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for
learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the
Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services
for children looked after, safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under
the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team,
The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and
updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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