
Inspection of Ellenborough Park Pre 
School
14 Ellenborough Park South, Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1XW

Inspection date: 14 November 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The curriculum is well-designed to support younger children to learn new skills and 
for older and more able ones to practice them and gain a positive attitude to their 
learning. For example, children take turns well as they play hopscotch. After 
practising on the stepping stones, they learn to jump with two feet close together 
and then wide apart. More able children gain confidence to hop onto the single 
square. Children lead their own learning and challenge each other. For example, 
children use the chalk to draw a road from the hopscotch grid and encourage their 
friends to walk along and balance on the line. 

Children play nicely together. They agree on the rules for their game, 'hunt the 
gems'. For example, they decide to put gems in a cardboard tube when they find 
them. They remind each other of the rules throughout so that anyone joining the 
game understands. Children talk about where they have looked and agree where to 
look next.

Children show fascination as they explore the paint. They make marks on the glass 
frame and watch the paints' movements as it drips to the bottom. Staff build on 
children's knowledge and help them to explore the paint further. Children are 
helpful towards each other, offering to paint their friends' hand so that they can 
make prints and mix colours. Staff use happy and sad faces well to ensure children 
learning English as an additional language (EAL) or who are less confident can 
voice their agreement.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has good understanding of how to build an ambitious curriculum 
which considers how children learn, their interests and what they need to learn 
next. Staff implement the curriculum effectively, building on what children know 
and can do to enable them to make the progress of which they are capable. 
Staff use additional funding successfully to support children's emotional security, 
for example.

n The manager supports her staff well to improve their professional skills and to 
provide good quality interactions to support children's learning. For example, 
recent training has enabled staff to implement an effective curriculum to support 
younger children, those children learning EAL and those children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities. However, staff do not always ensure the 
organisation of some activities, such as sand play, support all children to engage 
in purposeful and uninterrupted play.

n Staff use whole group times well, especially to support children's communication 
and language skills successfully. Staff know to use a quiet voice to calm the 
children and encourage good listening as they introduce 'beat baby'. Children 
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engage enthusiastically, tapping out the beat of familiar songs. Children make 
choices about the songs they sing and staff adapt their ideas well for example, 
changing the words to support interests.

n Children develop strong attachments to familiar staff who know them well. 
Children receive cuddles and reassurance when they become upset. Staff use 
strategies well, such as redirection and distraction. They reassure children and 
encourage them so that they feel confident to re-engage in their play. There are 
good opportunities for children to learn to regulate their emotions. For example, 
children know they can visit the 'den' when they need to calm down and 
confidently rejoin their friends when they are ready.

n Staff develop clear daily routines to help children understand behavioural 
expectations and the pattern of the preschool day. For example, children keenly 
find their name to add to the daily registration board. Staff help those children 
who find transitions between activities difficult. For example, they use visual 
reminders so that children know what is happening now and what will be 
happening next. They are respectful and provide children with a five-minute 
warning before they need to help to tidy up.  

n Children gain the skills they will need for their future learning, such as 
independence. Children relish the responsibility of finding their cup and plate for 
snack and placing it in the basket when they have finished. Children persevere 
to peel their banana and satsuma and talk happily about the fruit they like to eat 
at home. However, at times, staff provide support too quickly and do not help 
children test their ideas for example, on how best to cut the vegetables for their 
soup.

n Staff build strong partnerships with parents, gathering information through 
settling in visits, stay and play sessions and ongoing conversations. There is a 
good exchange of information when parents drop children off, which helps staff 
meet children's individual care needs successfully. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have good knowledge of the indicators that a child may be at risk of harm. 
The designated safeguarding lead (DSL) understands her responsibilities to report 
any concerns about a child to appropriate agencies. Staff implement policies and 
procedures effectively. They accurately record children's daily attendance and 
monitor absences efficiently. Staff carry out regular risk assessments and 
implement these successfully to keep children safe and secure. There are robust 
recruitment and induction arrangements to ensure staff are suitable for their role 
and remain so.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n review the organisation of activities to engage children fully in purposeful 
learning

n support children further to test their ideas and make discoveries for themselves.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2578819

Local authority North Somerset

Inspection number 10270247

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 25

Name of registered person Ellenborough Park Pre School Cio

Registered person unique 
reference number 2578818

Telephone number 01934412735

Date of previous inspection 8 December 2022

Information about this early years setting

Ellenborough Park Preschool registered in 2020. It operates from the Old Hall at 
Corpus Christi Catholic Church in Weston-Super-Mare, North Somerset. The 
preschool is open each weekday, from 9am to 3pm, term time only. The preschool 
employs six members of staff, of whom one holds an early years qualification at 
level 6 and five hold level 3 qualifications. The preschool is in receipt of funding to 
provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachael Williams
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager took the inspector on a learning walk to discuss the early years 
curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The manager joined the inspector on a joint observation. 
n The inspector spoke with parents and children during the inspection and 

considered their views.
n The inspector observed staff interactions with children and spoke to them about 

their key children.
n The inspector conducted professional discussions with leaders and managers, 

the DSL and the special educational needs coordinator during the inspection.
n A sample of documentation was discussed and observed.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Ellenborough Park Pre School
14 November 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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