
Inspection of Busy Bees @ Anstey 
Park
The Cabin, Anstey Lane, ALTON, Hampshire GU34 2NB

Inspection date: 30 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicableNot applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff provide children with a varied curriculum that enables them to make good 
progress. They support children well to make choices and decisions during their 
play. Staff consistently make children's learning fun and exciting. Consequently, 
children feel happy and safe and are motivated active learners.

Staff are positive role models, particularly in the way they communicate with 
children. They provide a calm learning environment that enables children to 
concentrate well during their play. Staff have high expectations of children's 
behaviour. They talk with parents and use the same methods that parents use to 
help children learn to manage their emotions and feelings, which provides 
continuity.  

Children develop a range of physical skills. Staff provide a variety of activities that 
develop children's mobility, control and balance. For example, children eagerly learn 
to ride wheeled toys down a low graduated slope. They develop strength in their 
arms as they use brushes to paint on a shower curtain suspended from a fence in 
the outdoor play area. Children have good opportunities to explore the local 
community and understand the world. Staff regularly take children on outings to 
woodland areas where they climb on fallen tree trunks and act out stories, such as 
going on a bear hunt. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff consistently enter into the spirit of children's play and extend their learning 
and development. For instance, they inspire children to use their imagination 
and to learn about number, weight and size as they handle pumpkins in a play 
shop. Children 'buy' pumpkins from their friends and talk together and with staff 
about the cost. 

n Staff consistently talk with children and encourage them to respond. For 
instance, when children play with toy cars and a garage, staff introduce words 
such as 'repairs', 'mechanics' and 'ramp' to develop children's vocabulary. 
Children develop a strong interest in books. They concentrate well while listening 
to stories and confidently join in with the parts they remember. 

n Staff consistently help children to achieve what they set out to do. For instance, 
when children decide to use modelling dough to make a 'dragon', staff explain 
and show them how to form parts of the dragon's body. Staff then give children 
time to do this for themselves. Children learn to manipulate the dough and are 
proud of their achievements.

n Overall, staff provide children with interesting activities that inspire them to 
learn. They know all the children well, join in their play and use children's 
individual interests to extend their learning. Children with special educational 
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needs and/or disabilities (SEND) receive good support on the whole and make 
good progress. However, on occasion, staff do not consider how to help all 
children with SEND benefit fully from the full, broad curriculum to extend their 
experiences further. 

n Children behave well. Staff teach them to be kind and helpful. For instance, 
children offer to help tidy up and patiently explain to their friends how to use 
keys to unlock play padlocks.

n The manager and staff work well in partnership with parents to meet children's 
individual needs. They send monthly newsletters to parents with information 
about activities and outings. Staff meet with parents each term to discuss their 
children's progress and next steps to support continuity in their learning and 
development. 

n Parents spoken to during the inspection are happy with their children's care and 
learning. They say that the staff are amazing and that they are very warm and 
friendly and make secure connections with their children. Parents also like that 
the staff take their children on lots of outings in the local community. 

n Children gain many useful skills in readiness for moving on to school. Staff 
encourage their independence well. For example, children wash their hands and 
find and open their lunch boxes at mealtimes. They learn to put on their coats 
and wet-weather playsuits before playing outdoors. However, on occasion, staff 
do not pay as much attention to building links with the schools that children 
move on to to help children settle well and feel emotionally secure when they 
start.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The pre-school manager has recently completed training to gain a higher 
safeguarding qualification. She has a good understanding of her safeguarding roles 
and responsibilities and works well in partnership with other agencies to keep 
children safe. All staff receive child protection training and know what to do if there 
is a concern about a child's welfare or safety. The manager checks that staff 
understand child protection policies and procedures and shares any relevant 
information. Staff assess the risk for all activities and outings. For example, when 
they take children to a local park they check the routes they are going to use and 
make sure playground equipment is safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review and improve activity planning to provide an even broader curriculum for 
all children with SEND to further support their good progress

n strengthen procedures to help all children move smoothly on to the next stage 
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of their learning, including school. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2689379

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10311415

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person Busy Bees @ St Lawrence Alton Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2559332

Telephone number 07561346521

Date of previous inspection Not applicableNot applicable

Information about this early years setting

Busy Bees @ Anstey Park registered in 2022. It is located in Alton, Surrey. The pre-
school opens Monday to Friday, from 8.30am to 3.30pm, during term time. There 
are six staff employed, five of whom hold relevant childcare qualifications from 
level 2 to level 5. The setting receives funding to provide free early education for 
children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Cathy Greenwood
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk and a joint 
observation together to discuss the curriculum intent.

n The inspector observed how staff support children during indoor and outdoor 
activities and assessed the impact this has on their learning. 

n The inspector spoke with parents, managers, staff and children during the 
inspection.

n The manager met with the inspector and discussed the leadership and 
management of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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