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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

Children love attending Hargrave Park School - Under Three Provision. Children
enter school with smiles on their faces and even the new little babes, settle down
to activities quickly. The strong values are brought alive in what the school
provides. It is a school that helps children to be courageous, creative, respectful
and valued. Leaders have ensured that all adults uphold the highest expectations
and aspirations. Children like to talk about what they are learning and what they
know, for example, about autumn, investigating pumpkins and eating fruit during
snack time. Adults are wonderful role models for children. They show them how to
be kind and respect others.

Children are very well behaved. Consequently, the school is a purposeful place to
learn. School life is enhanced considerably by the wide range of things to do
beyond the classroom, such as exploring and celebrating life in London. The school
benefits from a beautifully developed woodland garden that is used all year round
to enhance the learning, resilience and curiosity of the children. This provides an
essential opportunity to explore and encourages risk taking within a safe
environment, as well as promoting an understanding of how to care for our world.
Parents are extremely happy with the school and say their children thrive. They
receive regular information about their children's learning, and are particularly
appreciative of the constant stream of photographs they receive, which keeps them
fully up to date with what their children are up to.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Leaders, governors and staff are delivering an innovative and ambitious
curriculum to all children. They are committed to ensuring that every child that
attends, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities
(SEND), are offered the best foundation for their future education. They are on
the road to successfully making this happen.

B Leaders draw on the best early years research and practice to inform their
curriculum. In each area of learning, the curriculum is exceptionally well
designed. It gets to the heart of what young children need to know and in what
order. Staff are working to ensure that the curriculum enables all children to
build firmly on what they already know and can do. Leaders value their staff.
They prioritise staff's ongoing training to enable them to become experts in how
to deliver the curriculum. This has made a significant and substantial
contribution to the quality of education that children receive. As a result of
ongoing high-quality staff training, coupled with a purposefully planned
curriculum, children's achievement is very good. Children are well prepared for
their next steps in education, and because the provision is so well integrated into
the life of the whole school, transition is smooth and highly effective.
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W Staff listen carefully to what children say and they observe exactly what children
do. Staff check children's learning carefully. Most of them know just when to
step in and when to step back. Consequently, children develop their confidence
to try out new and challenging activities. The provision is a hive of activity and
caters well for these young children. Staff play alongside children and then make
the most of every opportunity for learning.

m Children relish learning to count while playing with the play dough or painting.
They love to listen and join in with the songs that staff sing with them. A wide
range of interesting and exciting activities help children to explore their
environment. They listen to the sounds around them. They run, climb and learn
to express themselves creatively. They learn new skills and deepen their
understanding of the world around them. Most staff seize every opportunity to
skilfully use their interactions with children to develop their communication and
language, although this is still an ongoing development of staff training. This
includes children who speak English as an additional language. Adults are quick
to build on children's interests and curiosity. They expertly and sensitively add to
and reinforce new vocabulary. Children quickly find their voice in the knowledge
they will always be heard.

B The school day is built around books, songs and rhymes. The enjoyment of
reading and storytelling is a prominent feature of school life. Children gravitate
towards adults to listen to a story. They were often seen initiating storytelling by
taking a book to an adult to share with them and their friends. Staff draw on
children's growing vocabulary and knowledge of story language. Children
practise their growing knowledge and understanding of stories as they play with
puppets and props. For example, children delight in acting out the story of
'Rosie's Walk'. Children also enjoy making up their own versions of the stories
they have been immersed in.

m Staff, with the support of the school's special needs coordinator, are particularly
effective at identifying and supporting children with SEND. They expertly use
their knowledge of each child to put just the right strategies in place to make
sure that children get the support they need. Children with SEND, as well as
those from families in challenging situations, blossom and succeed alongside
their peers. Children achieve well and are fully involved in the life of school.

B The personal development of children is carefully nurtured. Children, as well as
adults, can be heard extolling the Hargrave values, such as 'being kind and
helpful' and 'everybody is important', for example, when they play with each
other and when spotting characters in stories that are not sharing or saying
sorry. Staff give sensitive support and guidance to help children talk about and
manage their feelings. Leaders and governors lead by example. Governors hold
leaders fully to account for their work. Staff feel exceptionally well supported
with their workload and well-being. Staff are very proud to work at the school.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff believe that safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. Leaders, from
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throughout the school, ensure that staff and governors are well trained and
knowledgeable about keeping children safe. Staff report concerns promptly, and
leaders respond diligently. Leaders are extremely strong advocates for vulnerable
pupils and their families. Where safeguarding needs are identified, support is swift.
Leaders are quick to engage external agencies when needed. They are not afraid
to challenge if they think more should be done. The curriculum provides lots of
opportunities for children to learn about safety. For example, children learn about
playing in the woodland area attached to the school and parents are given helpful
information through the newsletter about online safety.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY334154

Local authority Islington

Inspection number 10301165

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto2

Total number of places 39

Number of children on roll 35

Name of registered person Hargrave Park School Governing Body
Telephone number 02072723989

Date of previous inspection 18 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Hargrave Park School - Under Three Provision registered in 2006. The provision
operates each weekday from 8am until 6pm for most of the year. The provision
receives funding for free early education for children aged two and three years.
The provider employs 11 members of staff to work with the children, most of
whom have a relevant childcare qualification. The headteacher and assistant head
hold qualified teacher status and other staff are qualified at level 6 or level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sandra Teacher
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Inspection activities

W This was the first routine inspection that the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with
leaders and has taken this into account in the evaluation of the school.

B The inspector spoke with the headteacher, senior leaders and the early years
governor. She held discussions with staff, which focused on the learning, the
well-being and the safeguarding of children. She spoke to children throughout
the inspection.

B The inspector reviewed a range of documentation, including that relating to
school improvement, safeguarding and the checks undertaken on newly
appointed staff.

B The inspector met with parents and listened to their views about the provision.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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