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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
This is a community school where all pupils are welcome. Staff are palpably 
ambitious for all pupils, regardless of their starting points. Leaders have made lots of 
changes to improve the school in recent times, including ensuring that the 
curriculum meets pupils’ needs successfully. As a result, pupils achieve well.  
 
Staff’s expectations for pupils are consistently high. Pupils understand and embrace 
the school’s values of ‘perseverance, respect, possibilities and sharing’. Pupils 
frequently recognise and celebrate peers and staff, who exemplify these positive 
behaviours. All know the school’s ‘golden rules’ and are rightly confident that staff 
will act if any are broken. As a result, pupils feel safe and behave well.  
 
Pupils actively contribute to the leadership of this school. House captains, play 
leaders, eco-leaders, healthy eating ambassadors and school councillors, to name a 
few, all enjoy taking on responsibility and helping others. The school ensures there 
is equal access to all of the wider development opportunities the school has to offer. 
As a result, as one parent righty reported to inspectors: ‘The school has a real sense 
of community.’  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
The school has introduced an ambitious and coherent curriculum. This is setting a 
high standard for the quality of education. The curriculum makes clear to teachers 
the important knowledge to be taught to pupils, mapping it out in a logical 
sequence. This is laying the foundations for pupils’ academic success. This includes 
in mathematics, in which pupils are now achieving much better than in the past. 
 
Teachers are highly knowledgeable and well trained. They present information 
clearly and use modelling well to help pupils understand. This starts in the early 
years, where teachers in the pre-school and in the Reception classes prioritise and 
model the use of language. However, where the curriculum is new in some of the 
foundation subjects, the activities that some pupils complete are not well matched 
to the intended learning. When this happens, pupils develop gaps in their 
knowledge. 
 
Core subjects are taught well. Teachers use assessment well to identify precisely 
what pupils know and can do. They then use this understanding to adapt their 
teaching by, for example, designing tasks that allow pupils to recap important 
knowledge and practise new learning. This helps pupils to transfer knowledge into 
their long-term memories. However, where the school’s curriculum is new in some 
foundation subjects, assessment practice is less precise, and therefore it is not 
always being used to plan teaching that builds on what pupils know.  
 
The school’s provision for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) is a strength. There are effective systems and processes in place to identify 
the help pupils need. In lessons, pupils are supported well by staff to learn the 
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school’s curriculum alongside their peers. Staff in the school’s specially resourced 
provision for pupils with SEND (specially resourced provision) are experts, 
supporting pupils with both their academic and wider development.  
 
Early reading is taught well. Staff confidently deliver a rigorous phonics programme. 
Regular assessment identifies pupils who need extra support to keep up. As a result, 
pupils develop the phonics knowledge they need to become increasingly confident 
and fluent readers. Wider reading is prioritised and starts in the early years, where 
children are encouraged to use new words from songs, rhymes, and stories they 
hear. Pupils benefit from a diverse range of books and regular visits to the school’s 
library. As a result, pupils read widely and often.   
 
Pupils are polite and courteous. They behave well, both in and out of class. Low-
level disruption is uncommon. Pupils enjoy a variety of organised activities at 
playtimes. Where some pupils need additional help with their behaviour, they receive 
clear guidance and support from adults.   
 
The well-being and wider development of pupils are prioritised. Pupils learn about 
and show respect for those whose beliefs are different from their own. Pupils have 
an age-appropriate understanding of healthy relationships and how to stay safe 
online. They value the range of opportunities to broaden their horizons and extend 
their interests, benefiting from a well-thought-out programme of trips, visits and 
extra-curricular clubs. 
 
The school is well led. Leaders at all levels are united in their efforts to improve the 
school and have created a strong culture of teamwork. Staff feel well supported and 
valued in their roles. Trustees and governors understand their statutory duties and 
carry them out effectively.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 In some foundation subjects where the curriculum is new, there are instances 

where teaching does not match the objectives of the curriculum. This can mean 
that pupils develop misconceptions about what they have been taught, or they 
find it harder to acquire and remember new knowledge. The school should ensure 
that teaching consistently focuses on ensuring that pupils learn the core 
knowledge identified in the curriculum. 

 In some foundation subjects, teachers do not check how well pupils are learning 
the intended curriculum. They are not clear about gaps in pupils’ knowledge, and 
they do not address these before moving on to new learning. As a result, pupils 
do not always achieve as well as they could. Leaders need to ensure that 
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teachers use assessment effectively in all subjects to support pupils to develop 
their understanding and to achieve well across the curriculum. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need 
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a 
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the 
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at any 
point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care) 
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route).  
 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 143534 

Local authority Buckinghamshire 

Inspection number 10268372 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy sponsor-led 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 253 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Alan Rosen 

CEO of the trust  Lorraine Greco (interim) 

Headteacher Amy Howlett 

Website www.princesrisboroughprimary.bucks.sch
.uk 

Dates of previous inspection 22 and 23 October 2019, under section 5 
of the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 At the time of the inspection, the school was using one provider of alternative 

provision. 

 This school is part of the Great Learners Trust. 

 The school runs its own breakfast club. 

 The school has a specially resourced provision, called the ARP, for pupils with 
SEND. Pupils are placed here by the local authority.   

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education 
Act 2005. 

 Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school’s 
education provision. 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Princes Risborough Primary School 

10 and 11 October 2023 6 
 

 

 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
school and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school. 

 Inspectors met and spoke with leaders, staff, pupils, trustees, the interim chief 
executive office of the multi-academy trust and members of the local governing 
board.  

 The inspection team carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, 
mathematics, science, history, and religious education. They discussed the 
curriculum with subject leaders, teachers, and pupils, visited lessons and looked 
at samples of pupils’ work. They also considered curriculum thinking and pupils’ 
learning in religious education.  

 Inspectors considered 55 responses to the Ofsted Parent View questionnaire. 
They took account of the responses to the confidential staff survey, as well as the 
views of pupils that were gathered throughout the inspection.  

 To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspectors: reviewed the single 
central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and 
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive 
culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first. 

 Inspectors visited the school’s breakfast club.  

 Inspectors met with the school special educational needs and disabilities 
coordinator and the head of the specially resourced provision. 

 Inspectors visited lessons taking place in the specially resourced provision.  

 
 

Inspection team 

 

James Stuart, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector 

Darren Aisthorpe Ofsted Inspector 

Lucy Hillyard Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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