
Inspection of Withymoor Stay and 
Play
Withymoor Community Room, Gayfield Avenue, Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 
2BH

Inspection date: 31 October 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Not met (with actions)

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision does not meet requirements

Although staff know the procedures to follow to safeguard children, they are not 
confident in their responses and need some support and prompting to convey the 
information when asked. In addition, there is not a written safeguarding policy for 
them to refer to in order to refresh their knowledge. That said, effective steps are 
taken by staff to ensure that children play in a safe and secure environment. 

Children thoroughly enjoy their time at the club. They actively share their ideas and 
what they would like to do, and staff listen and take on board children's views. 
Strong relationships between staff and children are apparent. Children enjoy 
sharing what they have been doing outside of club, and they take time to listen to 
what others have to say. Children show through their behaviour that they feel safe 
and secure. Staff plan a variety of activities that children enjoy. Children show a 
gentle competitiveness and work well together during team games. They enjoy 
being active. Staff plan a range of activities and experiences throughout the day 
that take account of children's interests and ideas. Older children encourage and 
support the younger children, and the manager takes time to ensure all children 
fully understand the rules and aims of the games.

Children show kindness and respect towards each other. They understand the 
importance of taking turns and sharing. Staff are positive role models. They 
recognise that children try hard in all they do, and give them praise and 
encouragement.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff within the club work well together. The manager recognises the different 
skills and qualities his staff have. They communicate well as a team, and regular 
staff meetings mean that all staff are kept informed about any new information. 
However, regular supervision meetings, to enable staff to discuss any practice 
issues or training opportunities, are not yet established. Furthermore, staff do 
not attend training to continue their professional development and to gain 
confidence in what they already know, especially with regard to safeguarding. 

n Relationships with teaching staff in the school are secure. Daily communication 
takes place during the school week. This ensures that club staff have an 
awareness of any themes or topics children are focusing on, such as learning 
about different cultural events and celebrations that are taking place throughout 
the year. Staff use this information to help them plan activities for children that 
continue the school themes. This provides continuity in children's learning 
between school and the club. Messages between school and home are also 
relayed to parents when they collect their children.
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n Children follow clear hygiene routines and access the bathroom as they need to 
throughout the day. Staff encourage children to drink plenty of fresh water to 
remain hydrated. Children independently refill their water bottles as needed. 
Staff work in partnership with parents to ensure that children enjoy healthy 
packed lunches. Mealtimes are very social occasions, and children and staff sit 
together to eat. This encourages lots of conversation and social interaction.

n Children spend plenty of time outdoors in the fresh air. Large outdoor play areas 
provide children with opportunities to access climbing equipment and balance 
bars. There are basketball nets to enable children to hone their ball skills, and 
children also have access to the forest school area.

n Children involve staff in the activities and seek support where needed. Staff and 
children cheer each other on when playing dodgeball. Children patiently wait for 
their turn, before carefully choosing when to run to avoid being hit on the leg 
with the ball by other children's carefully timed attempts to get them out.

n Children enjoy using various art and craft materials to make their own pictures. 
Using a range of pens, pencils, crayons and felt-tip pens, they create their own 
Halloween pictures. They share their own plans for going 'trick or treating' with 
their parents, chatting about the costumes they will wear.

n Children thoroughly enjoy their time in club and eagerly share their favourite 
things to do, including dodgeball, corner football and hockey. They learn how to 
play team games safely. For example, they know not to raise hockey sticks too 
high in case they hit someone and not the ball. Older children are very caring 
and supportive of the younger ones, and shout words of encouragement when it 
is their turn to play.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager is knowledgeable and confident in his understanding of how to 
safeguard children. However, although staff understand their role in protecting the 
children in their care and demonstrate some knowledge of safeguarding and the 
procedures to follow if they have a concern, they lack confidence when sharing 
what they know. The club does not have a written safeguarding policy. This is a 
requirement. That said, the premises are safe and secure. Risk assessments are 
completed before children arrive each day. This enables staff to identify potential 
hazards and take steps to minimise them. Children are not released into the care of 
unknown adults. Suitable recruitment procedures are in place and all relevant 
checks are completed for staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
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implement a written safeguarding policy, 
which includes an explanation of the 
action to be taken where there are 
concerns about a child or if an allegation 
is made against a member of staff, and 
the use of mobile phones and cameras in 
the club

30/11/2023

support staff to undertake appropriate 
training and professional development 
opportunities, to further their knowledge 
and help them gain confidence in all 
aspects of their role, including 
safeguarding 

30/11/2023

make sure that all staff receive regular 
supervision that provides support, 
coaching and training, fostering a culture 
of continuous improvement.

30/11/2023
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2647875

Local authority Dudley 

Inspection number 10304916

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 55

Name of registered person Barnes, Curtis

Registered person unique 
reference number 2647876

Telephone number 01384 818534

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Withymoor Stay and Play registered in 2021. The club employs three members of 
childcare staff. All hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or level 3, 
and the manager holds qualified teacher status. The club opens on Monday to 
Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am to 9am and 2.30pm to 6pm during 
term time, and 8am to 5.30pm during school holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracey Boland
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Withymoor Stay and Play
31 October 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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