
Inspection of Middle Park After School 
Club and Holiday Playscheme
150 Middle Park Avenue, Eltham, London SE9 5SD

Inspection date: 26 October 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Not met (enforcement)

Previous   
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision does not meet requirements

The management team is not familiar with the requirements of the statutory 
framework for the early years. This has resulted in breaches of the statutory 
requirements, which may compromise children's safety. The provider fails to follow 
rigorous and robust safeguarding procedures. This includes ensuring the initial and 
ongoing suitability of staff working at the setting and recording children's existing 
injuries. In addition, the practitioner responsible for safeguarding does not have the 
knowledge and skills required for the role.

Although the inspection has identified breaches in legal requirements, children 
enjoy their time at the setting. Children show good relationships with staff and 
enthusiastically greet them on arrival at the club. They make choices from a variety 
of resources and demonstrate high levels of confidence as they happily engage in 
play with their friends. For example, children play with different types of 
construction toys, small-world play resources, drawing materials and a snooker 
table. Staff support children at their chosen activities and supervise them closely. 
This helps to develop positive relationships between children and staff, and 
contributes to children's sense of feeling safe. Children are keen to take part in the 
stimulating activities staff provide. They make shortbread which they later take 
home. Children say they particularly enjoy outside play and having their faces 
painted.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider does not ensure that staff who take senior roles in the club are 
familiar with the requirements that they must comply with. This has resulted in 
several breaches of requirements. Requirements to notify Ofsted of changes in 
people carrying out significant roles have not been followed.

n Staff engage with children well and are warm and caring. They support children 
to enjoy their time at the club and to have fun. Outside, children engage in a 
game of football with staff joining in. They develop their physical skills as they 
confidently use the climbing equipment, closely supervised by the adults.

n Children behave well. They listen to instructions and learn to follow the routines, 
as staff provide clear expectations. Staff provide appropriate reminders when 
needed to help guide children. Children treat each other with respect and enjoy 
spending time together.

n There are strong links with the school next to where the club is based. Many of 
the staff also work at the school, which helps to provide continuity to those 
children who also attend the school.

n Parents receive suitable information about the club. They receive a welcome 
pack with details about activities and what to provide in relation to these. Daily 
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handovers help exchange information about children's needs between staff and 
parents.

n Staff encourage children to be independent. Children use the toilet and wash 
their hands independently. They make choices about their play and are confident 
to ask for what they want and need. For example, children discuss with adults 
what colour they should use to finish off their drawing.

n Staff have regular supervision meetings with the manager. They benefit from a 
wide range of online training opportunities. All staff working at the setting have 
done so for many years and this gives the children consistency and a sense of 
security. 

n At mealtimes, staff support children's health and well-being and encourage them 
to discuss and choose healthy food options. Staff remind children to help 
themselves to fruit as well as cereal for breakfast. Children with specific dietary 
needs bring in alternative foods to eat.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

Weaknesses in the setting's safer recruitment and safeguarding procedures puts 
children's safety at risk. References for staff are not recorded as part of a safer 
recruitment procedure. There are no systems in place to check staff's ongoing 
suitability to work with children. Some procedures listed in the setting's 
safeguarding policy, for example recording children's existing injuries, are not 
followed. However, staff do know to report any safeguarding concerns to the club's 
designated safeguarding lead. They understand some indicators that would raise 
their concerns about children's welfare. Staff take some steps to help keep children 
safe. For instance, risk assessments are completed, which cover the different areas 
of the premises and trips out to local areas of interest and play spaces.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

The provision is not meeting requirements and Ofsted intends to take 
enforcement action.

We will issue a Welfare Requirements Notice requiring the provider to:

Due date
ensure that the practitioner responsible 
for safeguarding completes training that 
is relevant for the role, knows how to 
follow child protection procedures and 
can give appropriate advice and support 
to staff, particularly regarding the 
recording of existing injuries to children

17/11/2023
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complete effective vetting procedures to 
assess and ensure the initial and ongoing 
suitability of all staff

17/11/2023

ensure that required information about 
staff qualifications, identity checks and 
vetting is recorded, and available to 
those with a professional need to see it

17/11/2023

ensure that club leaders receive 
appropriate supervision and support so 
that they are effective in their role, 
implement policies and procedures 
correctly, and understand the club's 
registration requirements 

17/11/2023

improve knowledge and understanding 
of the changes that must be notified to 
Ofsted and the required timescales.

17/11/2023
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Setting details
Unique reference number 509632

Local authority Greenwich

Inspection number 10305212

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 8

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Middle Park Community Centre Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523933

Telephone number 0208 850 2638

Date of previous inspection 15 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Middle Park After School Club and Holiday Playscheme registered in 1998. It 
operates from Middle Park Community Centre in Eltham, in the Royal Borough of 
Greenwich. The club is open each weekday from 7am to 9am, and 3.10pm to 6pm, 
during school term time. During school holidays, it is open each weekday from 7am 
to 6pm. The club employs  nine members of staff. All staff, including the manager, 
hold appropriate qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Beverly Hallett
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager showed the inspector the areas children use while at the club and 
discussed how the environment is organised.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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