
Inspection of Sunshine Day Nursery
4 Clifford Street, Redcar, Cleveland TS10 1RW

Inspection date: 13 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The manager warmly greets every child and parent as they arrive at nursery. They 
quickly engage in conversation and offer support as children hang up their 
belongings. This helps children to feel settled and calm as they start the day. Staff 
spend dedicated time with children when they first start, sensitively providing 
reassurance and offering experiences that engage them. This means children feel 
secure as they receive care and attention, which is tailored to their individual 
needs. Children in the baby room delight in staff getting down at their level and 
joining in with their games. Staff interact effectively to help children to further 
develop their skills and gain the most from their play. Staff create a quiet and calm 
environment throughout the nursery. Children learn to understand and manage 
their feelings, emotions and the impact of their actions on their friends. As a result, 
their behaviour through the nursery is exemplary. 

The manager and staff team have devised a well-thought-out curriculum. Staff plan 
a good range of enticing activities that captivate children's interests and 
concentration. For example, children develop strong hand muscles and good hand-
to-eye coordination. Toddlers remain deeply absorbed as they independently turn 
on the tap to investigate how water moves down the tubes on the water wall. 
Older children skilfully draw and paint with ease and begin to write and recognise 
their own names. Babies persist as they explore painting with their hands. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's behaviour is excellent. Staff provide children with clear boundaries and 
guidance, so that they understand what is expected of them. They make gentle 
interventions to help babies to learn how to use equipment safely, such as when 
they are sweeping up with a broom. When children find it difficult to manage 
their feelings and behaviour, staff monitor children meticulously to identify 
potential triggers and implement targeted support.

n The manager has developed a strong culture of self-reflection and provides staff 
with extensive support to empower them in their roles. He works closely with 
staff in each room to self-review and identify how they can enhance their own 
practice. Staff say that they very much enjoy working at the nursery, and they 
put children at the centre of all they do. This is evident throughout the nursery. 
Staff are happy, and children are curious and keen to learn and develop their 
skills.

n Children are self-motivated to learn and have a 'can-do' attitude. They are 
inquisitive and keen to learn. Overall, children show high levels of engagement 
in their play and make good progress in their development. However, 
occasionally, staff do not adapt activities to extend quieter children's learning.

n Parents and carers express genuine happiness about the care their children 
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receive at the nursery. They know staff well and appreciate the communication 
they receive about their children's experiences while at nursery. Parents 
comment on the progress their children have made and describe their children 
as 'coming on leaps and bounds' since attending and being happy when they 
arrive. They know their children's level of development and what activities their 
children have been taking part in, and how to support children's learning at 
home.

n Staff promote children's communication and language skills extremely well. They 
clearly narrate and emphasise words for children to copy. Staff clearly and 
sensitively describe objects and actions for children as they play with them. 
Children learn to clearly pronounce words, such as 'squidgy' and 'squashy'. Staff 
use a core book each week to encourage children to become familiar with a 
story. Through exciting and inspirational story telling, children develop a love of 
books and stories. They use every opportunity to retell their favourite stories.

n Staff provide vast and varied activities to enable children to develop their 
independence skills. For example, all children learn to dress themselves for 
outdoor play. Children confidently lead their own play and work with their 
friends, discussing how to achieve their goals. This approach supports children's 
resilience and prepares them extremely well for their future learning.

n Throughout the nursery, children develop an excellent knowledge and 
understanding of the wider world. Children learn about various cultures, 
celebrations and festivals. Staff further extend children's understanding, such as 
through visits into the community and inviting visitors into nursery. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff understand their role in keeping children safe through 
regular training and updates. Staff recognise the signs and symptoms of abuse and 
know who they have to make a referral to if necessary. If staff have concerns 
regarding another member of staff and their conduct towards children, they 
understand their duty to report this as part of the whistle-blowing policy. Leaders 
ensure that safe recruitment procedures are followed and that ongoing suitability 
checks are in place. This helps to ensure that staff continue to be suitable to work 
with children. Staff undertake daily risk assessments, so that any possible dangers 
are minimised for children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider more closely how staff monitor and adapt activities to ensure that all 
children, in particular quieter children, can make the best possible progress. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 508285

Local authority Redcar and Cleveland 

Inspection number 10301366

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 11

Total number of places 87

Number of children on roll 130

Name of registered person Sunshine Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519359

Telephone number 01642486803

Date of previous inspection 25 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Sunshine Day Nursery registered in 1989 and is located in Redcar. The nursery 
employs 16 members of childcare staff. Of these, 13 staff hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3, including one who holds qualified teacher status. The 
nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, from 8am until 6pm. It 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Eileen Grimes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 pandemic 
began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n The inspector and manager carried out a learning walk and discussed the 
curriculum and what staff want children to learn. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation. 
n The inspector spoke with staff and parents, and took their views into 

consideration. 
n The inspector reviewed a sample of key documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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