
Inspection of Hadden Hill Nursery and 
Preschool
Hadden Hill, North Moreton, Didcot, Oxon OX11 9BJ

Inspection date: 24 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy their time at the nursery. Staff place a strong focus on building 
children's personal, social and emotional well-being. Children benefit from the 
trusting and respectful relationships they develop with staff and their friends. 
Younger children and those who are new settle happily as staff offer them a warm 
welcome. This helps children to feel safe, happy and well cared for. Staff support 
children to behave well. For example, staff read books to children about the 
language of emotions and, where children need extra support with regulating their 
feelings and emotions, staff sensitively help them. 

Staff identify specific needs early on and provide targeted support. They seek help 
from outside professionals readily, where necessary, and this contributes well to 
supporting children's further development. In addition, good arrangements are in 
place to support children who speak English as an additional language. 

Children and babies are developing a love of reading and enjoy a wide range of 
books and nursery rhymes. Staff enthusiastically read stories and children join in 
with familiar words and phrases. The nursery is resourced well and provokes 
children's curiosity and eagerness to learn both inside and outside. Babies show 
fascination and delight as they search through oats to discover small-world animals 
hidden in them. Toddlers manipulate and knead scented dough and explore the 
texture the dough has on their hands. Older children are proud of their 
achievements. For instance, children confidently recall how to mix paint colours and 
proceed to make marks in the paint with leaves. Children show delight as they 
competently tell staff, 'If you mix red and blue together, that makes purple.' 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is a strong leader. She has a developed a clear and ambitious 
curriculum, which is shared with her staff. The staff, with the wider leadership 
team, work together to ensure that children benefit from high-quality care and 
learning. Children are well prepared for their future learning, including their 
eventual transition to school.

n Staff benefit from regular supervisions with the manager to support them in 
their roles. Staff say that they feel valued and respected and their views are 
listened to. Their well-being is a focus for the manager. In turn, the manager's 
well-being is supported by the wider leadership team. Recent changes to the 
staff team have been managed well. The manager recognises that there is 
further potential to focus staff's professional development to refine their 
teaching skills more precisely.

n Children behave well in the nursery. They are polite and well-mannered. Staff 
praise children for their efforts, achievements and positive behaviour. Staff are 
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effective role models and have high expectations of children.
n Parents leave glowing testimonials. They say staff are kind and caring and take 

the time to get to know the children and their families. Staff work well with 
parents and share information with them about their children's learning and 
development. Parents state that staff have a wonderful manner, and that they 
provide a nurturing, safe environment and personalised support for their child.

n Children enjoy whole-group times with their peers. Staff encourage older 
children to talk about what they have learned during the session. Toddlers and 
babies enjoy singing a range of songs and rhymes with actions. However, the 
organisation of some times during the day could be further improved to ensure 
that children remain focused and engaged. For example, at times, there is lots of 
background noise as staff set up for lunch or make beds, ready for sleep time. 
This sometimes distracts the children from learning, and occasionally they 
become disengaged.

n Staff support children to learn skills for the future, such as being independent 
with their self-care skills. Babies and toddlers are encouraged to wash their own 
hands and use cutlery to feed themselves. Older children wipe their noses and 
eagerly help to tidy up. For example, after lunchtime, pre-school children scrape 
uneaten food from their plates.

n Children spend plenty of time outdoors in the fresh air. Babies have access to 
their own outside space, where they have age-appropriate equipment, while 
older children access the larger outdoor area. This helps them to develop their 
muscles and coordination.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge of a wide range of safeguarding issues and how to 
keep children safe. They recognise what types of signs and symptoms may raise 
their concerns about children's welfare or other staff's behaviour. Staff know how 
to manage any concerns should they arise. This includes referring concerns to the 
nursery's designated safeguarding lead. Staff understand to whom they should 
refer any concerns outside of the nursery, such as external safeguarding agencies. 
They have direct access to information with relevant contact details for these 
agencies should they need to make a referral. Staff understand their roles in 
keeping children safe, including supervising children and checking that the 
premises are secure and safe. Robust recruitment and induction procedures are in 
place.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n target future professional development opportunities to help to refine and 
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enhance staff teaching skills more precisely
n organise whole-group times more effectively, minimising distractions to help 

children remain consistently engaged in learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY433836

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10304847

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 56

Number of children on roll 58

Name of registered person Berridge, Nigel

Registered person unique 
reference number RP516028

Telephone number 01235813202

Date of previous inspection 2 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Hadden Hill Nursery and Preschool registered in 2011. It is located one mile from 
Didcot. The nursery is open from 7.30am until 6pm on weekdays, all year round. A 
total of 22 members of staff are employed to work with the children. One member 
of staff holds qualified teacher status, and 13 members of staff hold relevant early 
years qualifications at level 3 and above. The nursery provides free early education 
funding for children aged three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Perkin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector had a learning walk with the manager through all areas of the 
premises used by the children. 

n Parents shared their views through written and verbal feedback. The inspector 
took these views into account. 

n The inspector talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection and took account of their views. 

n The inspector spoke with the senior management team about the leadership of 
the setting. 

n The manager carried out a joint observation with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at a sample of the documentation. This included evidence 

about suitability and recruitment records.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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