
Inspection of CCN Montpelier Nursery
115 Brecknock Road, London N19 5AH

Inspection date: 24 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at nursery eager to begin their play and quickly engage with well-
planned activities. They separate from their parents with ease and are happy to see 
their friends and staff. Staff warmly greet children and provide them with lots of 
reassurance, encouragement and cuddles in the day. Children show a good 
attachment to their key person. This helps children to feel they belong in the 
nursery. Children feel safe and secure, ready to begin their learning. They know the 
routines well and are occasionally reminded of what is expected. Children respond 
well to this calm and gentle approach. They behave well and have a positive 
attitude to their learning.

The curriculum is sequenced well, building on what children know already and what 
interests them. Staff work with parents to ensure they get to know the children 
well and help children to settle in. This helps to build children's confidence. Staff 
observe children to understand what engages and motivates them in learning. This 
helps to plan next steps for children effectively. Staff are ambitious for every child 
and help to prepare them for school. Children, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities, make good progress. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children enjoy literacy experiences throughout the day. They listen to stories, 
that staff read providing tone and actions, in the tree house outside and the 
cosy area indoors. Children are engaged and they excitedly recall parts of the 
familiar stories they hear. Children hear lots of vocabulary, which builds their 
communication and language skills. Children, including those who speak English 
as an additional language, make good progress in their communication skills.

n Staff promote children's physical development in several ways. Outdoors, 
children use tricycles to pedal up the small slope. When playing in the mud 
kitchen, they fill pots that staff provide and transport them using the 
wheelbarrow around the garden. Children display joy as they jump in puddles 
and watch the ripples of water. During creative activities, they use scissors and 
glue, building their small finger muscles, to create spiders for Halloween.

n Children enjoy exploring nature in the garden. They investigate the foliage as 
they play a game with staff searching for animals from the jungle. They whoop 
in delight and run together as the staff say, 'Here comes the tiger.' Children 
enjoy searching for minibeasts. They lift logs and discover slugs, woodlice and 
spiders. They compare sizes of the creatures they find and use words such as 
'bigger' or 'small'.

n Children learn mathematics in everyday activities. When playing with play 
dough, they roll and compare sizes of the shapes they create. They use a 
measuring tape when measuring similar sizes, so they begin to understand 
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which is wider. Counting can be heard throughout play. This helps children to 
build their problem-solving skills.

n Parents speak highly of the nursery. They appreciate the daily communication 
where staff let them know what their child has learned. Through the weekly 
newsletter, they know what is planned for each week. This provides an 
opportunity for parents to talk to their children to share their nursery experience 
at home. Parents say leaders and staff are kind and caring and children love to 
attend the nursery.

n The leaders and staff are ambitious for every child to reach their full potential. 
Staff are valued and have regular supervision to discuss their key children and 
workload. The leader checks in with staff to ensure their well-being is monitored. 
Staff appreciate this. Staff attend regular training to improve their knowledge 
and practice. The team shares ideas so that it improves the play experiences for 
every child.

n Children are supported in building their independence skills. On arrival, children 
are learning to self-register by placing their name tag on the display. They are 
encouraged to put their coat and bag on their named peg. When going outside, 
children are familiar with the routine to change into their outdoor wellies. 
Children show kindness towards their friends and help to put wellies on those 
who are less able to do so. Occasionally, children are not encouraged 
consistently to tidy up after themselves before they move on to the next activity.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge of recognising signs and symptoms of abuse. Where 
necessary, they know who they would need to contact if they had concerns. This 
keeps children safe from harm. If they were worried about the conduct of a 
colleague towards a child, they fully understand their duty to report this. Daily risk 
assessments are carried out, both indoors and outdoors. This helps to reduce the 
likelihood of accidents. Children follow good hygiene routines, such as regular 
handwashing, which supports good infection control. The nursery is kept clean, and 
after activities, resources are stored away so they do not present a hazard.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make better use of all opportunities to encourage children's independence 
throughout their everyday routines, such as tidying up after completing an 
activity.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 100616

Local authority Camden

Inspection number 10307935

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 14

Name of registered person Camden Community Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905184

Telephone number 020 7485 9813

Date of previous inspection 9 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

CCN Montpelier Nursery opened in 1992 and re-registered in 2012. It is located in 
the London Borough of Camden. The provider employs eight members of staff, five 
of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The nursery is open 
each weekday from 8am to 6pm for 50 weeks of the year. The nursery is in receipt 
of funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two and three 
years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacqueline Halpin

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector and manager carried out a learning walk to discuss the curriculum.
n The inspector and deputy manager carried out a joint observation.
n The inspector spoke to parents and staff and took their views into account.
n The inspector looked at a range of documentation and reviewed evidence of how 

staff are recruited to ensure suitability.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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