
Inspection of Stepping Stones Pre-
School
Bedford Road Lower School, Hillgrounds Road, Kempston, Bedford MK42 8QH

Inspection date: 19 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

From the moment children enter the inviting and well-equipped room, children are 
ready to learn and play. They enthusiastically look around before choosing an 
activity or area that interests them. Staff carefully set the room out with familiar 
resources they know children enjoy, helping to enhance children's self-motivation to 
experiment and explore. For example, children dip apples cut in half and small 
pumpkins into paint to create their own artwork. Staff ask children open questions, 
helping them to predict what might happen when they mix the autumnal colours of 
the paint together. Children are not rushed when they describe what they see and 
feel, helping them to gain confidence while they use increasingly complex 
sentences.

The youngest children watch, copy and learn from the their older friends. Staff 
ensure that their own interactions allow children to build on what they already 
know and understand at a pace and level suitable for their general stage of 
development. This contributes to the good progress that all children make. Staff 
provide dedicated group times for children that complement their level of 
concentration and stage of learning. For example, while the youngest children go to 
a quiet area to focus on their communication and language skills, older children are 
encouraged to recall what they remember about a story. Staff base questions on 
the story, encouraging children to think about the world around them. This helps 
children to consolidate what they already know and understand.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and her strong team work very well together. They meet every 
morning to help plan adult-led activities. Staff use their skills and judgement to 
spontaneously adapt the activities to suit the numbers of children attending each 
session. Through this, children learn in a memorable way.

n Key persons build good relationships with parents. As a result, parents feel able 
to talk to staff about any concerns they might have about their children's 
learning and development. In addition, staff are keen to support the families as 
much as they can. This includes support for aspects such as guiding parents 
through the school application process and, when necessary, signposting families 
to other agencies and professionals. This helps to support children's well-being 
at home and in pre-school.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are well 
supported. Specialist staff work with professionals from outside agencies, 
helping to ensure that strategies and plans put in place to support children are 
effective. This helps children to make good progress.

n Children behave well in the pre-school. They recognise the music played when it 
is time to tidy away the toys and equipment, enthusiastically helping staff in the 
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task. Staff gently remind children to share and to take turns, reassuring younger 
children that they will have a turn very soon. This helps children to begin to 
regulate their emotions and reactions towards others.

n Staff are keen to extend their own knowledge and understanding to help 
enhance their teaching skills. When a member of staff attends a training course 
or workshop, they share new ideas and what they have learned with the whole 
team. This contributes to the consistently good quality of education children 
receive.

n On enrolment, staff gather information from parents about their child's likes and 
interests, medical needs, allergies and information about the family. This 
contributes to staff's ability to ensure that children are kept safe and well in the 
pre-school. However, staff do not always gather sufficiently detailed information 
about what children already know and understand. As a result, they do not plan 
how to support children's focused learning right from the start.

n Children have many opportunities to join adult-led activities and to lead their 
own learning through their self-chosen play. They welcome the friendly staff to 
join them. Staff ask children questions to help identify what children remember. 
For example, they check to find out if children know what we use spices for 
when children sniff the fragrant play dough. There are times, however, when 
staff need further information to help them to support children's precise learning 
needs effectively. Without easy access to this information, staff sometimes miss 
opportunities to extend children's knowledge and understanding even further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff follow the clear procedures leaders have put in place to help ensure that any 
concerns about children are recorded and reported in a timely manner. The 
manager ensures that all staff regularly refresh and update their knowledge and 
understanding about safeguarding through undertaking the relevant training. This 
contributes to staff's continued understanding of their responsibilities to help keep 
children safe. Management committee members and the manager carry out checks 
to help ensure that all adults involved in the pre-school are suitable for their roles.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n gather even more information from parents to help identify what children need 
to know and understand next right from the start

n review and find more ways to share children's precise learning needs effectively 
so that all staff can build on children's experiences and knowledge in a well-
informed and focused way during self-chosen play and exploration.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY356433

Local authority Bedford 

Inspection number 10301002

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Stepping Stones Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518986

Telephone number 01234 400114

Date of previous inspection 12 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Stepping Stones Pre-School registered in 2007. The pre-school opens Monday to 
Friday, during term time only. Sessions are from 9am until midday and from midday 
to 3pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children and receives funding for children with SEND. The pre-school 
employs seven staff, six of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 
3 and above. The pre-school is situated on the site of Bedford Road Lower School 
and Daisy Hill Children's Centre. The pre-school is run by a management 
committee.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katrina Rodden
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken this into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and deputy manager carried out a learning walk with the inspector. 
The inspector assessed the quality of education.

n The inspector observed activities in the pre-school and garden. She spoke to 
staff and children at appropriate times throughout the inspection.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the deputy manager. They 
discussed the quality of teaching they saw.

n Relevant documents, such as the evidence of suitability checks, certificates and 
children's joining information, were viewed by the inspector.

n The inspector spoke to a small number of parents and took their views into 
consideration in her assessment of the provision. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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