
Inspection of Pennington Village Pre-
School
C/O Pennington Village Pre-School, Priestlands Road, Pennington, Lymington, 
Hampshire SO41 8HX

Inspection date: 19 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Children enjoy their time at pre-school. Staff are caring and nurturing towards the 
children. Relationships between staff and children are positive, and children feel 
safe and secure in their care. Younger children keenly point out their photographs 
hanging on the 'registration tree', saying 'that's me'. This helps to develop their 
sense of belonging.

The manager and staff want children to achieve well. However, weaknesses in the 
planning and assessment processes do not ensure that all children, including those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make the best progress. 
Nevertheless, staff provide opportunities for children to take part in additional 
activities by inviting visitors into the pre-school. For example, children listen to a 
story about healthy eating and take part in a teeth brushing activity provided by 
the visitor. This helps them to learn about how to make choices regarding food and 
exercise.

Children gain some knowledge and skills that prepare them for school and the next 
stage of their learning. For example, staff encourage children to put on their own 
coats, and older children offer to help younger children do up their zips. Children 
are independent and access a range of activities. They take turns and happily wait 
for their time to ride the scooters outside. They run around calling, 'you can't catch 
me' as they play with their friends.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Although the manager talks about a 'tailored curriculum' for children, this is not 
evident in practice. For example, staff plan activities that are generic for all 
children, such as listening to the story 'Peace at Last'. Activities are not based on 
what children know and can do, and are not specific to develop the skills and 
knowledge of individual children. In addition, regular assessments are not 
always completed. This does not ensure that all children, including those with 
SEND, make the progress they could. 

n The special educational needs coordinator does not support children with SEND 
well enough. Referrals are initiated, but are not followed up when paperwork is 
not returned or contact not received from an external agency. This does not 
ensure that children with SEND receive support as swiftly as possible.

n Committee members are involved in the recruitment of pre-school staff. 
However, they do not have sufficient oversight of day-to-day practice to ensure 
that key required documentation is readily available and paperwork is completed 
correctly. This does help to ensure the effective running of the pre-school.

n Staff say that their well-being is good. They receive regular supervision, which 
focuses on their professional development and improvements to the provision. 
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n Parents report that they are happy with the care that their children receive. Staff 
gather information about the children and their families. This helps them to get 
to know children when they join the pre-school. As a result, children settle easily 
and are confident in their surroundings.

n Staff encourage children's independence throughout the day. For example, 
children use the toilet and competently wash their hands. Children expertly pour 
their milk during snack times. Mealtimes are an enjoyable experience. Staff sit 
with the children and talk about what they have in their lunch boxes. Children 
demonstrate that they are familiar with the routine as they stack their bowls and 
put rubbish in the bin after eating their food.

n Staff interact well with children and help them to learn new vocabulary and 
knowledge using games, such as 'sound lotto'. Children listen to the noises and 
eagerly provide answers to which animal or creature makes the sound. Staff give 
clues and provide encouragement when children do not quite get the right 
answer. This helps to develop children's confidence and skills to contribute in a 
large group. 

n Children generally demonstrate positive attitudes to learning. Staff encourage 
the children to think about who they would like to roll the real pumpkin to. 
Children name their friends and concentrate intently as they focus on the task of 
getting the pumpkin to the other side of the circle. They smile with pleasure 
when the pumpkin arrives at its destination. 

n The manager is keen to provide additional opportunities for children. For 
example, recently, staff have been able to use a minibus to take children to the 
farm to see the animals. This helps children to gain an understanding of the 
world around them. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The designated safeguarding leads (DSLs) have recently updated their knowledge 
through further training. The DSLs and staff recognise the possible signs and 
symptoms that indicate that children may be at risk of harm or abuse. They know 
the procedures to report child protection concerns or allegations made against 
adults working with children. Staff undertake regular training to help to ensure that 
their knowledge remains up to date. They have a secure understanding of a wide 
range of safeguarding issues, including domestic violence and radicalisation. Staff 
and children take part in regular drills to help to ensure that they know the process 
to follow in the event of a fire.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
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improve planning and assessment to 
ensure that they are precise and meet 
the needs of all children, including those 
with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities

02/11/2023

ensure that special educational needs 
and/or disabilities referrals are made in a 
timely fashion and followed up swiftly 
where required, so that children receive 
the support they need at the earliest 
opportunity 

02/11/2023

ensure that the committee has sufficient 
oversight of the provision so that the 
required documentation is available and 
fully completed where necessary.

02/11/2023
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY272703

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10313013

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 27

Name of registered person
Youth Centre Playgroup (Lymington) 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521789

Telephone number 01590 610 925

Date of previous inspection 7 March 2022

Information about this early years setting

Pennington Village Pre-School registered in 2003. It operates from a school building 
in the grounds of Pennington Infant School, near Lymington, Hampshire. The pre-
school opens from Monday to Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 
8.45am to 11.45am and 12.30pm to 3.30pm. Lunchtime provision is also available 
from 11.45am to 12.30pm. An early bird breakfast session is available from 8am to 
8.45am. The pre-school receives specific funding, including early years funding for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. The pre-school employs six members of 
staff. Of these, one holds a qualification at level 6, four hold qualifications at level 
3, and one holds a qualification at level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lindsay Osman
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with 
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a communication and language 

activity with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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