
Inspection of Chesham Bois at  
Ashbourne Day Nursery
107 Bois Moor Road, Chesham HP5 1SS

Inspection date: 18 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happy and show that they feel settled in this setting. They are 
welcomed by the friendly staff, who know them well. Children form strong 
relationships with staff and feel able to ask for help when needed. They are 
independent learners and quickly settle into their chosen activities, chatting to their 
friends as they play. Older children choose to play with leaves and twigs that were 
collected on a recent nature walk in the surrounding area. These are used in their 
play and to create pictures, which they proudly show staff and each other. 

Staff have high expectations for children. They use information gathered from 
parents, as well as observations and assessments of children, to inform planning. 
Staff ensure that there are many opportunities for children to make choices about 
their play. Children stay at activities for extended periods of time. Children engage 
well with each other and with staff. They use their imaginations in play. For 
example, children use different-shaped large wooden blocks to make a bike and 
then quickly decide to turn this into a bed, adding an extra bed for others to use. 
Staff talk to the children about what they are doing and give them ample time to 
think about their answers and respond. 

Staff provide activities that successfully promote children's physical development 
and coordination. For example, older children confidently build ramps for cars and 
throw balls at targets. Children use paintbrushes and water to make marks on the 
garden fence, and young children skilfully stick small pieces of paper to make a 
flower. Staff understand that activities of this kind support children to develop their 
hand strength and skills that they need for learning to write.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Following a period of change, the management team has an ambitious vision for 
the nursery and is passionate about improving the outcomes for children. The 
newly appointed manager regularly evaluates the quality of the provision. Staff 
are provided with good professional development opportunities, such as training 
and supervision. 

n Children are beginning to show an awareness of their emotions. Overall, staff 
have effective methods for supporting children who are upset to regulate their 
emotions and express their needs. However, there are some inconsistencies in 
how effectively these methods are used for older children. At times, staff do not 
support older children to consider how their actions affect others. This results in 
some minor conflicts. In other respects, staff support children's social skills well. 
Children build strong friendships. They play together and show affection and 
care towards each other. For example, during water play, one child ran out of 
water, staff supported children to think of a solution and two other children 
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happily filled his tub with water from their jugs. On another occasion, when it 
started to rain, children helped each other to put their hoods up. 

n Staff support children's independence well. Children learn to keep their 
environment clear and tidy. They show that they know the routine well. At snack 
time, the youngest of children automatically know to sit down at the table. They 
learn how to look after themselves by clearing their spaces after lunch and 
putting on their shoes and coats. If they request help, staff support the children 
to persevere. 

n Children's speech and language are supported well. Staff recognise children's 
individual communication needs and, where appropriate, use simple sign 
language to help individual children to communicate. Staff introduce interesting 
new words that children confidently use in their play. For example, children 
excitedly show the herbs they have picked in the garden. They repeat the names 
that staff have told them, such as 'mint' and 'rosemary'. Staff then encourage 
children to think about how the herbs can be added to their play. 

n Staff help children to develop a love of books. From an early age, children 
explore books on their own or with staff. They sit and listen to stories that staff 
read and show delight as they look at the pictures. 

n Staff provide activities to support children's physical skills well. Younger children 
have space to explore and discover new ways of moving. Older children benefit 
from regular outings to large open areas, where they discover and learn about 
the world around them. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management and staff understand their roles and responsibilities to safeguard 
children. They complete regular training. Staff are updated at meetings about 
safeguarding issues in the local area that may affect children and families. Staff are 
confident in the procedures to follow should they have concerns about a child or 
adult. They are aware of who they should go to and how to escalate concerns 
outside the setting. Staff are deployed effectively to meet ratio requirements and 
supervise children well. The management team follow robust recruitment 
procedures to ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the support for children to regulate their emotions and to understand 
the behaviour that is expected of them.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2678716

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10313845

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 67

Number of children on roll 16

Name of registered person Ashbourne Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901058

Telephone number 07943788347

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Chesham Bois at Ashbourne Day Nursery registered in 2022. It operates from 
purpose-built premises in Chesham. The nursery employs seven members of 
childcare staff. Of these, one holds qualified teacher status, one has a Level 6 
qualification, three hold appropriate early years qualifications at Level 3, one holds 
a Level 2 qualification, and one is unqualified. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6.30pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicky Butler
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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