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What is it like to attend this school?

This is a happy and vibrant school where pupils feel safe. Staff are united and
positive. Leaders have integrity and want the very best for pupils. The school has a
number of bases and specially trained staff to support pupils with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). The school community is rightly proud
of this provision. There is a unique spirit of inclusion and equality.

The school has established an ambitious curriculum. Pupils readily recall knowledge
from a range of subjects and love to learn. However, there is scope for the school to
further develop both the overall curriculum offer and the quality of teaching.

Pupils” behaviour is strong. The school’s approach to behaviour is simple and
straightforward. Pupils are taught to ‘be ready, be safe and show respect’. On the
whole, pupils get this right. They respond positively and quickly to instructions from
staff. Pupils with specific social and emotional needs receive excellent support from
highly skilled staff.

The vast majority of parents and carers speak very highly of the school. Many
parents commented on the very positive relationships that staff form with pupils.
One parent comment reflected the views of many others: ‘I would highly
recommend this school to other parents, and very often do.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

The school’s curriculum from early years to Year 6 has evolved over the last year.
Staff have added more content and knowledge to reflect the locality of the school.
For example, pupils learn about the local village of Eyam and the role it played in
containing the plague in the 17th century. Pupils can recall much of their learning
with accuracy and enthusiasm. The curriculum is specially adapted for pupils with
SEND. Pupils with SEND spend time in class and also receive additional support in a
number of bases across the school. These bases include light rooms and soft play
that develop pupils’ communication and physical needs effectively.

Children in the early years settle quickly into school life. This is because staff are
skilled and routines are well thought out. Children sustain their engagement in
activities. Staff carefully introduce new ideas and encourage children to join in.

Though the curriculum is broad and ambitious, there is scope for further
development. Staff have recently considered how they can refine and detail subject
knowledge further. This work is beginning to help pupils have a more mature
understanding of the uniqueness of subjects and how they work. These
developments are at an early stage in some areas and there is more work to do.

Published outcomes in writing and science have been variable in recent years but
standards are now improving. For example, staff have received extra training to
support the teaching of writing. The development of vocabulary has also been a
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priority. As a result, pupils are practising their writing more frequently and making
improved progress. The profile and teaching of science has also been a focus.
Improvements have been secured and pupils are making better progress.

The school has a well-established approach to teaching early reading. The teaching
of phonics is effective and secures rapid progress. Any pupils that need extra
support with their reading attend additional classes with well-trained staff. Older
pupils talk very positively about reading. Many parents commented on how well they
feel the school fosters a love of reading.

There is some variability in how well teachers deliver the curriculum. Where teaching
is most effective, questioning is effective in developing pupils’ thinking, and
knowledge is presented very clearly. These strengths are not consistent across the
school and this can hamper the progress that pupils make.

Pupils behave well. Staff have strong relationships with pupils. These relationships
form an excellent foundation for school life. Routines and structures are simple and
effective. Pupils are taught what is expected of them. As one pupil put it: ‘everybody
gets what they need, which is sometimes different, but fair’. Overall attendance is
strong for all pupils, and persistent absence is low.

Pupils have a good understanding of British values. They are taught what is right
and wrong. They have a wide range of leadership responsibilities. Pupils also have a
strong awareness of diversity and the protected characteristics. There are many
extra-curricular opportunities for pupils to engage in. These include multiple
residentials to outdoor centres across key stage 2 and visits to France.

Leaders and governors are rightly proud of their inclusive school. Leaders are
receptive and keen to continually improve the quality of education. Teachers at the
start of their career and those with longer service speak highly of the support they
receive.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B The most important knowledge that pupils need to learn is not well defined in
some subject areas. As a result, this knowledge is not adequately emphasised
and pupils are not exposed to the distinctive nature of some subjects and how
they work. The school should continue its work to define this knowledge and
ensure it is taught effectively and used by pupils.

B There is variability in the implementation of the curriculum. The quality of
teachers’ questioning, and the way subject matter is presented can vary in
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effectiveness across different year groups. This hampers the progress that pupils
make. The school should ensure that the most effective practice is shared more
widely and greater consistency is achieved.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need
of help and protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a
social worker; and pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the
school’s pupil premium funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at
any point in the last six years, looked after children (children in local authority care)
and/or children who left care through adoption or another formal route).
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
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School details

Unique reference number 133538

Local authority Derbyshire
Inspection number 10241668

Type of school Primary

School category Voluntary controlled
Age range of pupils 3to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 481

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body Dan Mason

Headteacher Jacquie Barber

Website www.cps.derbyshire.sch.uk

Dates of previous inspection 4 and 5 April 2017, under section 5 of

the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The school includes specially resourced provision for pupils with SEND. This
enhanced resource provides 21 places for pupils aged between four and 11 years.
Pupils’ areas of need include: communication and interaction; cognition and
learning; social, emotional and mental health; and sensory and physical.

B The school’s religious character was inspected by the Church of England
education office in July 2017. The next section 48 inspection is due within eight
years of the last. The next section 48 inspection will be in one to two years’ time.

B The school does not make use of any alternative provision.

B The school provides before- and after-school clubs which are managed by the
governing body.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education
Act 2005.
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Inspections are a point-in-time judgment about the quality of a school’s education
provision.

This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
school and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

Inspectors met with the headteacher, deputy headteacher, the senior leadership
team, teachers, support staff, governors and the local authority adviser.

Deep dives were conducted in the following subjects: reading, English,
mathematics, history and geography. To explore the effectiveness of these
curriculum areas, inspectors: spoke to the headteacher and subject leaders to
understand the overall curriculum design; visited lessons to see the curriculum in
action and consider the activities chosen by teachers; considered work in pupils’
books; and talked to teachers and pupils about their experience and
understanding of the curriculum.

To determine the effectiveness of safeguarding, inspectors: reviewed the single
central record; met with the headteacher (who is one of the designated
safeguarding leads) to discuss record-keeping and training; talked to staff about
safeguarding; and reviewed attendance records.

Inspectors reviewed responses to surveys and spoke to pupils, staff and parents
throughout the inspection. Inspectors also took account of responses, including
written free-text submissions, to the Ofsted Parent View questionnaire. Inspectors
also visited the school’s wraparound care.

Inspection team

Jonathan Keay, lead inspector His Majesty’s Inspector

Nadeem Shah Ofsted Inspector

George Huthart Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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