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The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision
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inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive happily at this after-school club. They settle quickly and choose an 
activity to engage in. Staff plan a range of activities with children's interests in 
mind. Children's behaviour is very good. Staff set clear rules and routines, and 
remind children about these at key points during the session. Children mix well 
with friends of all ages. Staff offer support to the youngest children, which helps 
them to engage in the same activities as their older friends. For example, during a 
Halloween craft activity, staff help children to correctly hold the scissors, so they 
are able to cut out a snake decoration. Children proudly share their finished 
creations when they are collected by their parents at the end of the session. 

Staff support all children's emotional well-being, including those children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities. They make sure that they check in on 
individual children and ask how they are feeling during the session. Children enjoy 
spending time outside while they are at the after-school club, which helps to 
support their physical health. Staff engage effectively with children. They join in 
team games of football, help children to stack large tyres and give them ideas to 
enhance the games they make up with friends. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children are enthusiastic about attending the after-school club. Staff greet them 
at the door and children hang up their coats and bags. Staff set clear 
expectations about children's independence and send children back to hang their 
coats up if they forget. Children willingly go back and do this. They confidently 
talk about the things they enjoy doing while they are at the after-school club 
and say they wish they could stay longer.

n Relationships between staff and children are friendly and respectful. Staff 
acknowledge that children have had a busy day at school before they attend. 
They provide activities to allow children to relax and enjoy their time with 
friends. Staff's interactions are warm and supportive. They praise children for 
their achievements and listen to children who want to chat about their day.

n Staff encourage children's creative skills. They provide a variety of craft 
resources, as well as pens and pencils, which children can access at any time. 
Children make up imaginary stories as part of their play outside, such as they 
pretend to enter 'portals' when they touch the wall. They enjoy building with 
construction toys and playing games with staff or their friends.  

n Children enjoy sitting and chatting with their friends while they eat tea. Staff 
offer choices for children to select what they would like to eat, including a 
selection of fruit and vegetables. This helps children to make healthy choices. 
Some children join the after-school club later in the session due to other 
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activities in school. Staff make sure that they have time to sit and eat their tea 
together before joining their friends outside.

n Parents are happy with the after-school club. They report they are grateful to 
have a place and explain that the after-school club allows them to be able to go 
to work without worrying. Parents value the reassurance provided for children 
who have health care plans, as staff ensure that their medical needs are 
managed effectively.

n Relationships between staff in the after-school club and the school on the same 
site are good. This ensures that lines of communication are clear and that they 
work together to meet the needs of children. 

n The after-school club is well organised. Staff say they are happy working in the 
after-school club. They share the responsibilities to ensure that the session runs 
smoothly. Staff explain to children if there are changes to the usual session due 
to an event in the school. This ensures that children are aware of what to 
expect. Staff use a walkie-talkie system to communicate between inside and 
outdoors and to avoid parents waiting too long to pick up their children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their safeguarding responsibilities. They can explain the other 
agencies who might need to be involved if there was a concern about a child or a 
member of staff. Staff attend regular safeguarding training and are aware of a 
range of issues which could affect children's safety, such as staying safe while 
using the internet and county lines. Staff complete appropriate first-aid training, to 
ensure that they are able to deal with any injuries which may occur while children 
or staff are at the after-school club. They carry out frequent risk assessments to 
make sure that the spaces used by children are safe. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY285787

Local authority Havering

Inspection number 10307857

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 33

Number of children on roll 59

Name of registered person Sharon Williams and Kayley Harrington 
Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910323

Telephone number 07903 708764

Date of previous inspection 28 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

Abacus After School Club registered in 2004. The after-school club is independently 
run and is located in Gidea Park, in the London Borough of Havering. It is open 
during term time, from 3.10pm to 6pm, Monday to Friday. The provider employs 
five members of staff, including a manager. Of these, three staff hold qualifications 
at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kathryn Irvine
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the after-school club received since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic 
with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the after-
school club. 

n The inspector viewed the after-school club and discussed the safety and 
suitability of the premises.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at the after-school club.

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The nominated individual spoke with the inspector about the leadership and 

management of the after-school club.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n Parents shared their views of the after-school club with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the after-school club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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