
Inspection of Rhymetime 
Northampton
Connolly Lodge, St Crispins, Northampton NN5 4BW

Inspection date: 26 September 2023 - 6 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children of all ages are confident to make choices in their play and happily explore 
the engaging environment created by staff. They develop their imagination as they 
role play alongside staff in areas such as the mud kitchen. Young children practise 
repeating new vocabulary, such as 'orange carrot', as they use different tools to stir 
and squash vegetables. They learn how to respect and make safe choices with 
resources as they practise keeping the sand low when they are digging so it does 
not get in their friends' eyes. Staff help children to develop their physical skills and 
encourage them to try things for themselves. They explain to children how best to 
balance and climb over different obstacles outdoors. Children are extremely excited 
when they achieve this for the first time. 

Children develop close friendships with others. They hold hands as they hunt for 
the 'bear' around the garden, giggling and repeating phrases staff use about a bear 
hunt. Children know what staff expect of them during routines of the day and listen 
carefully to their instructions. They independently wash their hands ready for 
lunch, wait for everyone to be seated, and help to pass the jug of water to each 
other. Staff praise children for using manners, such as saying 'please' and 'thank 
you' when responding to others. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff work closely as a team, observing children throughout the day to assess 
what they need to learn next. They provide experiences for children that develop 
the skills they need for later in life, including holding conversations during 
healthy mealtimes. However, although staff are nurturing and offer children 
cuddles and reassurance, some staff do not always adapt the support they offer 
some of their key children enough. Some children find it hard to settle when 
they first arrive, as staff have not fully considered what resources of comfort 
would best help. 

n Staff plan activities and experiences based on what children are interested in 
and what skills and knowledge they want them to learn. They encourage 
children to develop their determination and ability to grip tools of different 
shapes when playing in the sandpit. Staff repeat key words for younger children 
to practise saying, such as 'dig, dig'. 

n Overall, staff support children's communication through their interactions. They 
extend sand play by explaining to the children they could be digging for buried 
treasure. Staff encourage the children to describe what they think treasures 
could look like and use a variety of words when they describe shells and other 
objects. However, staff do not always offer the support some children who 
speak English as an additional language may need during their chosen play. 
Therefore, they do not develop their communication as rapidly as they may be 
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able to. 
n Staff help children to learn to negotiate, share and take turns. When they 

disagree over a resource, staff teach them how to explain to others what they 
are feeling and that they can work together to resolve the issue. Staff set clear 
expectations for children, such as listening carefully when staff read stories and 
being aware of when it is appropriate for them to join in and ask questions. 

n The leadership team consists of many skilled and experienced leaders who have 
different responsibilities in the nursery. For example, the leader responsible for 
supporting children with special educational needs and/or disabilities offers 
support and guidance for staff to help them to understand how to adapt the 
curriculum where needed. Leaders provide continuous coaching and training 
opportunities for all staff. They place great emphasis on staff developing their 
teaching and understanding of how children learn.  

n On the whole, parents and carers are happy with the service provided by staff. 
They explain that staff communicate about what children particularly enjoy 
during the day and anything they need to know about food and sleep. However, 
some parents do not know who their child's key person is. Staff gather vital 
information from parents about any food allergies and preferences. They learn 
about children's interests and home life. However, they do not always use this 
information readily enough to help children to settle into their care when they 
first start at the setting. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff and leaders understand their responsibilities in keeping children safe. They 
attend regular training to keep their safeguarding knowledge up to date. Staff and 
leaders know the families and children well and are alert to the signs and 
symptoms a child may be at risk of harm. They are confident in recording all 
concerns and reporting these to the relevant professionals when necessary. 
Leaders have a thorough recruitment procedure in place and continuously monitor 
the suitability of all staff. The site is secure and has clear visitor procedures. Staff 
check the environment regularly to ensure it is a safe place for children to play. 
They monitor accidents and injuries sustained both in the setting and elsewhere to 
ensure any appropriate steps are taken.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide staff with further support to be able to most effectively fulfil their role as 
a key person more consistently

n further develop staff's skills and knowledge to better support children who speak 
English as an additional language
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n improve the use of information sharing between key people and parents and 
carers.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY389531

Local authority West Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10310169

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 90

Number of children on roll 84

Name of registered person Avenue Nannies Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910487

Telephone number 01604 586416

Date of previous inspection 12 April 2018

Information about this early years setting

Rhymetime Northampton registered in 2009. The nursery opens from 7am to 6pm, 
Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays. The nursery employs 16 
members of staff, all of whom hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 
3 and above. This includes six members of staff who hold qualifications at level 6 
and above. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Charlotte Whalley
Jude Simpson
Lora Teague
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector conducted a learning walk together, discussing the 
learning intention for children and how the environment is arranged.

n The manager and inspector observed and evaluated an activity.
n The inspector observed staff and children of all ages through the setting.
n The inspector held discussions with leaders regularly during the inspection.
n Parents' and carers' views were taken into consideration.
n A sample of documents was reviewed, including paediatric first-aid certificates, 

suitability checks and safeguarding policies and procedures.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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