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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Staff place children and their families at the heart of everything they do. Since the 
last inspection, carefully considered enhancements to practice mean that children's 
health and safety are promoted well. Staff gather detailed information about 
children's unique needs, such as allergies, when they first start to attend. They 
know children extremely well and use this information to help ensure children's 
safety. Children arrive at the welcoming club and are eager to talk to staff about 
their day in school. Staff greet children with enthusiasm and support them in 
engaging in a wide range of exciting activities. Children settle quickly and follow 
their own interests. 

Children enjoy a range of arts and crafts activities. For example, staff help them to 
thread string as they make foxes for the autumn display. Children enjoy playing 
ball games on the playground and take turns to be in the goal during a game of 
football. Older children play well with younger children and invite them to 
participate in their games. Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. 
Children help to create the club rules and, consequently, understand the 
importance of sharing and taking turns. All children behave very well. This helps to 
create a harmonious, fun and relaxing environment. Children remark that they 
enjoy attending the club and playing with their friends. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers are eager to offer a service of the highest quality. They 
regularly consult with staff, children and parents when evaluating the quality of 
service they provide. Children's views are of paramount importance. The club 
council ensures that children's opinions are shared. Children make decisions 
about the activities they would like to engage in when attending the club. This 
gives children a wonderful sense of belonging and ownership of the club. 

n A successful key-person system is in place to support younger children. Staff 
have a robust settling-in procedure and ensure that children quickly build a bond 
with a key member of staff. Information is regularly exchanged between staff in 
the club and teachers in the schools that children attend. This means that staff 
are aware of what children are learning in school. They provide support for 
children to practise and refine their skills while attending the club. For example, 
children are supported to hear the individual sounds in words and attempt to 
form letters as they write cards.

n Children have access to a wide selection of activities they can choose from. 
When children feel a little unsure of what to do in an activity, staff members 
intervene to provide further guidance and support. Staff ensure that all children 
have a friend to play with. The buddy system helps children to form close bonds 
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with others. When children have minor accidents and become unsettled, staff 
provide comfort and reassurance.

n Staff are eager to provide children with opportunities to engage in activities they 
otherwise may not have tried. For example, regular baking clubs are enjoyed by 
children, who plan and prepare their own snacks. Children chatter as they follow 
instructions and use ingredients to make apple turnovers. They remark on how 
the cinnamon makes the turnover taste 'more spicy'. In addition, children also 
participate in gardening and sports clubs. Opportunities such as these 
successfully broaden children's experiences. 

n Children are provided with a range of healthy meals and snacks. Detailed 
information about any allergies that children may have is gathered and regularly 
updated, to help ensure that only food that it suitable for them is provided. 
Children are supported to understand the benefits of a healthy diet. Water is 
available throughout the session to help to ensure that children remain 
hydrated. 

n Parents speak very highly of the staff and the service they provide. Parents are 
happy that their children attend the club. They say that their children often do 
not want to go home. Parents feel well informed by the communication they 
receive from staff. They value the warm and friendly staff team, who they find 
helpful and approachable. Parents feel their children are safe and happy in the 
club.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The managers and staff have a good understanding of their responsibility to 
safeguard children. Staff undertake regular safeguarding training to ensure that 
their knowledge remains up to date. Staff can identify signs which suggest a child's 
welfare is at risk. They know how to refer any concerns to the relevant authorities 
in order to keep children safe. A member of staff who holds a paediatric first-aid 
qualification is always on hand to ensure that any minor accidents are appropriately 
managed. Furthermore, enhanced training in the use of, for example, adrenaline 
auto-injectors, helps to ensure that staff know how to respond in more specific 
medical situations should the need arise. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY448639

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10279301

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 13

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 140

Name of registered person Schools Out Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901044

Telephone number 07548239349

Date of previous inspection 25 October 2022

Information about this early years setting

School's Out @ St Teresa's registered in 2012 and operates from a designated 
room within St Teresa's Catholic Primary School, Penwortham. It is one of three 
childcare settings operated by the provider. The club employs 11 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, one hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 
6, one at level 4 and one at level 2. The club opens from Monday to Friday, during 
term time. Sessions are from 7.30am until 9am and 3.20pm until 6pm. The holiday 
club opens during most holidays, from 7.30m until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Denise Farrington
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the premises and discussed how they ensure they are safe 
and suitable. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children. 
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The manager provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023

Inspection report: School's Out @ St Teresa's
19 October 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

