
Inspection of Bright Start Day Care 
(Stanmore)
Stanmore College, Elm Park, Stanmore, Middlesex HA7 4BQ

Inspection date: 5 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children develop secure bonds with the attentive and caring staff, which help them 
to settle and feel secure. They are happy and excited on arrival and separate easily 
from their parents. Children show that they understand the routines and 
boundaries in the setting. They are sociable, friendly and play together 
harmoniously. Children develop good levels of independence in preparation for 
starting school. For example, they learn to wash their hands at appropriate times 
and to eat independently using cutlery. Older children place their photographs on 
the self-registration board and hang their coats on their individual hooks. They 
enjoy being helpful and assist with tasks, such as serving lunch and tidying away 
the toys.

The manager and staff have high expectations for children. They provide a vibrant 
and well-resourced learning environment, which inspires children to explore and 
play. Children choose from a range of interesting resources and activities, which 
support their individual ideas and interests. They focus well on the things that 
interest them and display positive attitudes to learning. For instance, babies and 
toddlers show energy and perseverance as they learn to throw balls into a 
basketball hoop. Older children concentrate and show attention to detail as they 
draw colourful pictures.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager evaluates the provision well and has clear plans to develop their 
practice further. She ensures that staff receive good support for their personal 
well-being and professional development. This includes regular meetings, 
supervision and training. Staff describe strong teamwork and speak 
enthusiastically about their professional goals, such as improving their early 
years qualifications and learning more about special educational needs.

n Children benefit from a balanced curriculum, which helps them to make good 
progress in the seven areas of learning. Staff identify where children need 
additional help and provide targeted support. For instance, they use visual aids 
to assist communication for children who speak English as an additional 
language. Staff work in partnership with parents and other professionals, to help 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities achieve all that they 
can. 

n Overall, teaching is good. Staff use a range of strategies to help children learn, 
such as demonstrating new skills, modelling language and encouraging children 
to have a go. They speak confidently about their children's progress and how 
they will support their next steps in learning. However, staff do not always use 
this information effectively, to help them plan and deliver activities for groups of 
children. Therefore, some children do not learn as much as possible from these 
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experiences.
n Children develop positive habits to support healthy lifestyles. They thoroughly 

enjoy being active and participate in sports sessions and physical games with 
great enthusiasm. The setting provides a balanced range of healthy meals and 
snacks for children each day. Staff sensitively encourage children to try new 
foods and help them to understand the benefits of eating well.

n Staff provide a welcoming and inclusive environment. They actively promote the 
diverse cultures and languages of the children who attend the setting. 
Therefore, children have good opportunities to explore their similarities and 
differences. Staff and children celebrate a range of multicultural festivals and 
events together throughout the year. This helps children develop tolerance and 
respect for other people and communities.

n Children learn and play in a positive and supportive environment. Staff provide 
plenty of praise and encouragement, which helps to raise children's confidence 
and self-esteem. They remind children about what is appropriate behaviour and 
teach them how to play safely. For instance, when children throw toys, staff 
point out that they may hurt their friends. Consequently, children's behaviour is 
consistently good.

n Parents comment on how much their children enjoy attending and say that they 
speak affectionately about staff at home. They describe the openness and 
integrity of the manager and staff, which reassures them that their children are 
safe and well cared for. Parents appreciate the detailed feedback they receive on 
their children's learning and experiences in the setting. They say that their 
children make good progress, particularly with their language and social skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a secure understanding of their safeguarding roles. 
They receive regular safeguarding training, to help keep their knowledge and skills 
up to date. The manager and staff recognise the signs of abuse and know what to 
do if they become worried about a child's welfare. They understand the procedures 
to follow if they have concerns about the conduct of other staff. Staff check the 
premises and resources daily, to provide a safe learning environment. The provider 
has appropriate procedures in place to check that staff are suitable to work with 
children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to use what they know about children effectively, to plan and 
implement group activities which cater for all children's needs.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY496412

Local authority Harrow

Inspection number 10305513

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 25

Name of registered person Bright Start Day Care Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901888

Telephone number 0208 420 7744

Date of previous inspection 23 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Bright Start Day Care (Stanmore) registered in 2015 and operates within self-
contained premises at Stanmore College. The provider employs nine members of 
childcare staff, seven of whom hold early years qualifications. The manager has 
qualified teacher status and other staff are qualified at level 2 or level 3. The 
setting opens from 8am until 6pm, Monday to Friday throughout most of the year. 
It offers funded early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Crawford
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider has received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the provider and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager showed the inspector around the childcare premises, she 
explained the curriculum and how the provision is organised. 

n The inspector observed the quality of the education and considered the impact 
on children's learning. This included a joint observation with the manager. 

n Leaders met with the inspector to discuss issues such as recruitment and staff 
supervision. They ensured that relevant documents were available for the 
inspector to view. 

n Parents, staff and children shared their views and experiences with the inspector 
at appropriate times during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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