
Inspection of Rainbow Nursery - Firs 
Farm
Rear of 1-4 Kipling Terrace, Great Cambridge Road, LONDON N9 9UJ

Inspection date: 6 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled at the nursery. They develop strong and 
affectionate bonds with the caring staff. This supports their emotional well-being 
and gives them a secure foundation for learning. Children demonstrate that they 
feel safe in the warm and nurturing environment. They are confident to interact 
with others and to explore the resources and activities. Children know that their 
unique backgrounds and abilities are valued by staff. They enjoy sharing their 
experiences from home and celebrate special events, such as Christmas and 
'international days', together. This helps them to understand and respect their 
similarities and differences. 

Staff have high expectations for children's learning and behaviour. They provide a 
wide range of interesting resources and activities, which spark children's interest 
and help to instil positive attitudes to learning. For example, children are curious to 
discover how a balancing scale works. They learn how to compare and describe the 
weight of various items as they explore the activity with staff. There are consistent 
routines and boundaries; therefore, children know what is expected of them and 
behave well. For instance, children recognise the tidy-up time song and willingly 
help to put away the toys. They learn to be kind to others and develop firm 
friendships with their peers.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is committed to providing high-quality care and learning for all 
children. She constantly reviews the provision with staff, and they successfully 
implement plans to further improve the service. For example, they have 
introduced an online app to help exchange information about children's learning 
with parents. Parents say that the regular photographs and information give 
them a good insight into their children's learning.

n Staff provide a balanced curriculum, which supports children's progress in the 
seven areas of learning. They monitor children's progress closely and identify 
where children may need more support. Staff work alongside parents and other 
professionals where needed to help all children reach their full potential.

n Children are motivated to learn and make the most of the activities on offer. For 
example, children are excited to discover that they can create new colours by 
mixing paints. They explore how to make various marks using their hands, 
fingers and paintbrushes, and are keen to share their findings with others.

n Staff are enthusiastic in their approach and demonstrate good teaching skills. 
For instance, they initiate discussions with children and introduce new words as 
they play. This helps children, including those who speak English as an 
additional language, to become confident talkers and develop broad 
vocabularies. However, staff have not considered how to organise large-group 
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activities, such as circle time and story time, to ensure that they meet the needs 
of all children. Therefore, at times, some children lose interest and miss out on 
these learning opportunities. 

n Children learn to become independent with their hygiene and personal care. For 
example, they pour themselves a drink of water at the 'water station' and keep 
their noses, hands and faces clean at the 'self-care station'. This helps them to 
develop confidence in what they can do and prepares them well for starting 
school. 

n Staff successfully support children's emotional development. For instance, they 
have created a 'well-being area', where children can calm down, relax and take 
time out of the busy nursery routine. Staff use stories and discussions to help 
children recognise feelings and develop empathy for others. This helps them to 
moderate their emotions and behaviour. 

n Children learn the importance of healthy lifestyles and develop positive habits to 
support them in later life. They discover that there are lots of fun ways to keep 
fit, as they play outdoors and enjoy activities such as yoga. Children are offered 
healthy snacks each day and help staff grow vegetables in their garden. They 
are confident to sample new foods and chat happily about their favourite fruit 
and vegetables. 

n Parents comment that their children are extremely happy and settled at the 
nursery. They describe how children have developed their social and 
communication skills since joining. Parents value the supportive relationships 
with the manager and staff, which ensures consistent support for children's care 
and learning needs. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff know about different types of child abuse and recognise the 
signs of harm. They know the procedures to follow should they have any concerns 
about the welfare of a child or the conduct of a staff member. This includes the 
procedures to involve other safeguarding agencies to help protect children. The 
manager carries out robust checks on staff and provides ongoing training and 
support to help ensure that they are suitable. Staff understand how to keep 
children safe in their daily practice. For example, they check the premises and 
resources to help minimise any hazards. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review and improve the planning and implementation of large-group activities to 
ensure that they support all children's engagement and learning as well as 
possible.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY468551

Local authority Enfield

Inspection number 10304900

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Kleanthous, Louiza

Registered person unique 
reference number RP511676

Telephone number 07984 919 270 or 02088079078

Date of previous inspection 5 February 2018

Information about this early years setting

Rainbow Nursery - Firs Farm registered in 2013. The nursery employs seven 
members of childcare staff. All hold early years qualifications at level 3 or level 2. 
The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 9am 
until 12.15pm or 9am to 3.15pm. The nursery provides funded early education for 
children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Crawford
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider has received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the provider and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager showed the inspector around the nursery premises. She explained 
the curriculum and how the provision is organised. 

n The inspector observed the quality of the education and considered the impact 
on children's learning. This includes an observation with the manager. 

n The inspector held discussions with parents, staff and children at appropriate 
times throughout the inspection to assess their views and experiences.

n The manager met with the inspector to discuss leadership issues, such as 
recruitment and staff supervision. She ensured that relevant documents were 
available for the inspector to view. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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