
Inspection of Little Shining Stars
off Brougham Road, Lakeside, Huddersfield HD7 6AE

Inspection date: 26 September 2023

Overall effectiveness Inadequate

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Inadequate

Leadership and management Inadequate

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is inadequate

Children's health and safety is compromised at this nursery. Leaders and managers 
have failed to act on previous actions set. Risk assessments are not effective. They 
have failed to ensure that the premises are suitably maintained and fit for purpose. 
Leaders and managers do not always deploy staff effectively. Poor hygiene 
procedures mean that children are at risk of the spread of infection. This does not 
support children's personal development. Leaders and managers do not ensure that 
staff have up-to-date knowledge of the requirements of the 'Statutory framework 
for the early years foundation stage'. While leaders and managers have made some 
changes to supervisions, these are still not effective to ensure that all staff have a 
clear understanding of their roles and responsibilities. 

Despite the weaknesses, the nursery is a calm and welcoming environment. Staff 
form positive relationships with children and families. They know children well. 
Staff encourage children to remember and talk about their home lives. Children 
engage in conversations about their families. They talk about where they have 
been on holiday. Staff ask questions and model language. Children are happy to 
play with their friends and communicate with each other. Staff have high 
expectations of children's behaviour. Children learn to say 'please' and 'thank you' 
and are respectful of each other. Children's behaviour is good. However, there are 
some inconsistencies in the quality of teaching. Staff do not always implement the 
strategies to support children's communication and language. Planned activities do 
not always support children's mathematical development effectively. This does not 
help children to make as much progress as they could. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers have not ensured that the outdoor area is safe for 
children. Despite previous actions to address the safety and suitability of the 
premises, children continue to have access to broken and dangerous equipment. 
Children's safety is compromised.

n Leaders and managers do not ensure that staff deployment is effective, 
particularly when following babies' care routines. Staff change nappies on a mat 
on the floor in the baby room in front of other children and adults. Children do 
not have privacy, and their dignity is not respected. Staff do not always change 
their aprons and gloves when changing children's nappies. These routines do not 
support the health and hygiene of young children.

n Leaders and managers do not ensure that staff supervisions are effective. Not all 
staff are aware of recent updates to requirements. New staff are not always 
clear on the policies and procedures and their roles and responsibilities within 
the nursery. For example, they do not follow hygiene procedures and are 
unaware of changes to the supervision of children. 
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n Leaders and managers do not consistently ensure that all staff promote 
children's communication and language skills effectively. Staff speak to children 
and read stories over the music of nursery rhymes. This continuous background 
noise in some rooms does not support the early listening and speaking skills of 
young children. 

n Staff provide opportunities for children to develop their independence skills. 
Children learn to serve their own food and pour their own drinks. The level of 
independence increases as children move through the nursery. For example, 
babies learn to feed themselves. Staff support toddlers to self-serve and practise 
pouring their own drinks. Older children develop the skills to serve food 
independently and use a knife and fork.

n Staff provide opportunities for children to explore a range of books. Older 
children listen to stories in small groups. Toddlers look at books independently. 
Children use props to support their storytelling. However, sometimes, the books 
staff choose to read to babies are too long. Books are not always appropriate for 
their age and stage of development. As a result, children lose interest and 
become distracted.

n Staff promote the use of some mathematical language. They encourage children 
to count and use the language of size. Children count their fingers and cups. 
Children use the language big, bigger and taller to describe objects. However, 
staff are not as skilled when using larger numbers. For example, staff say 'two 
and six make 26'. This is not the correct use of number. In addition, staff do not 
always identify opportunities to teach children about measuring and quantity. 
For example, when making play dough, staff do not teach children to accurately 
measure the ingredients.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are supported 
well. Staff use pictures to help children move between activities. This helps 
children to understand what is happening next. Staff work closely with outside 
agencies and follow the advice they are given. Children with SEND make good 
progress.

n The nursery develops positive partnerships with parents. Parents are informed 
about what their children have been doing during their time at the nursery. 
Parents comment that staff are approachable and have been supportive in 
accommodating children's individual needs. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

Staff complete some risk assessments. However, leaders and managers do not take 
prompt action to repair or remove broken and dangerous equipment. Children 
continue to have access to these areas. Children's safety is compromised. All staff 
have access to regular safeguarding training. They understand the signs that may 
indicate a child is at risk of harm and the procedures to follow. Staff are aware of 
the steps to take should they have a concern about the conduct of a colleague. 
Leaders and managers check their understanding through supervisions and quizzes 
at staff meetings.
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What does the setting need to do to improve?

The provision is inadequate and Ofsted intends to take enforcement 
action.

We will issue a Welfare Requirements Notice requiring the provider to:

Due date
ensure that the premises are suitably 
maintained and fit for purpose, 
particularly with regard to repairs to 
damaged areas of the premises and 
equipment, which should be carried out 
promptly to ensure the continued safety 
of staff and children

16/10/2023

improve staff deployment to enable staff 
to meet the needs of all children, 
particularly during care routines

16/10/2023

review the organisation of some daily 
routines, with particular regard to nappy 
changing, to ensure that health and 
hygiene practices are maintained

16/10/2023

improve the arrangements for 
supervisions to ensure that they are 
effective to support all staff interactions, 
understanding of care routines and staff 
knowledge of the 'Statutory framework 
for the early years foundation stage'.

16/10/2023

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
ensure that staff consistently implement 
the planned programme to support 
children's communication and language 
development, with particular regard to 
background noise and age-appropriate 
stories.

07/11/2023
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to develop their skills in the teaching of mathematics.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY475114

Local authority Kirklees

Inspection number 10262259

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 9

Total number of places 52

Number of children on roll 73

Name of registered person Little Shining Stars Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP533477

Telephone number 01484 767090

Date of previous inspection 20 October 2022

Information about this early years setting

Little Shining Stars registered in 2014 and is located in Huddersfield. The nursery 
employs 14 members of staff, of whom 12 hold appropriate early years 
qualifications from level 2 to level 6. The nursery operates all year around, from 
7.30am until 6pm, Monday to Friday. It provides funded early education for two- 
and three-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Miriam Caldecott
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during a craft 
activity. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 
of staff.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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