
Inspection of Mac's Club
Chellaston Fields Spencer Academy, Riber Drive, Chellaston, Derby DE73 6WS

Inspection date: 5 October 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Staff welcome the children in a friendly manner, supporting their transition into the 
club. They encourage children to put their belongings away and choose what and 
where they want to play. Children arrive with enthusiasm and form close 
relationships with the staff, who are attentive to their needs. They follow the 
routine for arrival well and quickly become engaged in the wide range of activities 
available.

Conversation flows as staff encourage children to talk about their day at school. 
Children talk excitedly as they sit with staff and create Halloween cards. Staff 
encourage children to share their previous experiences. Children discuss 
Halloween. They recall the costumes they have previously dressed up in and how 
they enjoy trick or treating. Staff remind children to use equipment safely, such as 
scissors, as they cut out pumpkins to stick on their cards.

Staff ensure the club has a relaxed atmosphere and encourage the children to 
behave well. They encourage children to play cooperatively together. This is 
evident as children use the construction straws. The children work together to 
solve how to connect the straws and create items. Staff support the children and 
make suggestions to help them decide how to create a rollercoaster and make it 
strong enough to stand up.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership and management of the club are strong. The provider is 
reflective and has a clear vision for the club. She ensures children have fun and 
participate in exciting experiences when they attend. Together with her staff 
team, she ensures activities are planned that children enjoy. Staff encourage 
children's autonomy by allowing them to choose or suggest activities they would 
like each day. 

n Staff promote children's health and well-being well. They provide the children 
with daily access to fresh air and exercise. Children enjoy being outside. They 
run outside as they excitedly try to fly the aeroplanes they have made out of 
paper. Staff support children as they demonstrate how to aim the aeroplanes 
high for a better flight. They encourage children to throw and catch balls as they 
join in ball games. Children enjoy this and shout, 'I've caught it' with great 
enthusiasm.

n Staff support children's emotional security and help them to gain confidence in 
their abilities. Children are keen to showcase what they have made and show 
pride in their achievements. They ask staff to take photographs of the different 
designs they have built. Staff encourage children to voice their opinions and help 
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them to resolve any differences they may have. For example, when a group of 
children cannot decide how to build a fort for the toy soldiers, staff encourage 
them to all share their ideas. 

n Parent partnerships are strong. Parents speak highly about the service provided. 
They explain how staff are approachable and really understand the needs of 
their children. Staff keep parents well informed about events and changes at the 
club. They pass on messages from the school to ensure continuity of care.

n Staff encourage children to use their self-care skills and be independent. 
Children access the toilets, monitored by staff. They know to wash their hands 
after using the bathroom and before eating. Staff provide healthy and nutritious 
snacks. Children help themselves to salads and fruit at teatime and help to clear 
their items away when they have finished eating. However, children wait for 
long periods from the start of washing their hands to eating their food. As a 
result, some children become noisy and restless.

n The provider and staff are passionate about their roles at the club. The provider 
places a high priority on continued professional development. She provides 
regular staff training and time for discussions to help staff continually improve 
their practice. Staff have recently attended training on making dens with 
children. This has had a positive impact as children are now involved in creating 
and making dens independently and are developing problem-solving skills.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and staff understand the signs and symptoms that a child is at risk of 
harm and know the procedures to follow in the event of concerns. They are aware 
of the 'Prevent' duty, radicalisation, and the impact of extremist views. Staff know 
the procedures if they have a concern about a staff member's conduct. The 
provider follows effective recruitment procedures to ensure staff are suitable to 
work with children. Staff promote online safety, and children know how to keep 
safe online. Staff ensure that children are supervised effectively. They ensure that 
health and safety standards are maintained. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2652238

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10305367

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 100

Name of registered person McDonald, Venice Ann Marie

Registered person unique 
reference number RP552323

Telephone number 07930225103

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Mac's Club registered in 2021 and is located in Chellaston, Derbyshire. The club 
operates Monday to Friday, school term time only. Sessions are from 7.15am to 
9am, and from 3pm to 6pm. The club employs four members of childcare staff. Of 
these, all hold appropriate early years qualifications between level 1 and 4. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Hughes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The provider and inspector completed a tour of the club and discussed the play 
opportunities available to the children. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at the club.

n The inspector observed the staff interactions with the children during activities. 
n A small number of parents spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector held a meeting with the provider and discussed how the club is 

run. She looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff 
working at the club.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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