
Inspection of Maybury Montessori
Old Woking Community Centre, Sundridge Road, Woking GU22 9AT

Inspection date: 26 September 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff maintain a safe environment for children. This helps children to feel safe and 
secure. Children build nurturing relationships with kind and caring staff. 
Opportunities for babies and toddlers to benefit from close comfort and care are 
embedded in the staff routines. Younger and less confident children benefit from a 
strong focus on promoting their emotional well-being. For instance, as babies wake 
from their sleep, staff offer them cuddles and reassurance, helping them to 
become familiar with new routines. 

Children enjoy a varied curriculum that motivates them to learn. All children make 
good progress from their starting points. Staff recognise children's individual 
interests and provide a wealth of opportunities for them to take part in activities 
they enjoy. For instance, pre-school children are excited to draw. Staff help them 
to look at their faces in the mirror and copy these. They talk about the changes to 
their facial expressions when they are happy and pretend to be sad. Children 
benefit from learning that is new and offers them new challenges. Staff encourage 
children to take part and to persist when learning is more difficult. For instance, 
children learn to pedal tricycles, as staff show them how to do this. They praise 
children for persevering, to support their growing confidence in their new abilities.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have successfully addressed the actions raised at the last inspection. 
The new manager and staff have moved back into recently refurbished 
premises. Leaders and staff have improved their understanding of risk and how 
to address it. Staff recognise and respond well during daily routines to keep 
children safe. For instance, when children spill water onto the floor, staff quickly 
clear this away, to prevent children or staff from slipping. Partnerships with 
parents have improved. Where children need additional support, staff share 
information and strategies promptly. 

n The provider and manager have worked with the local authority to seek advice 
and guidance on how best to support them. This has had a positive impact on 
the support that staff receive in their roles. Improvements to staff supervisions 
mean that opportunities to meet with leaders and share information about 
children's care, safety and development are effective. Staff feel valued and 
respected in their roles and feel that they are able to talk confidently to leaders 
about any concerns. 

n From the outset, staff support children to be independent. Babies learn how to 
use spoons, as staff teach them how to hold them. They develop good hand-eye 
coordination as they move spoonfuls of foods from their bowls to their mouths. 
Toddlers learn how to take sips of water from cups as staff encourage and 
praise them. Pre-school children are able to manage their personal needs well. 

Inspection report: Maybury Montessori
26 September 2023 2



These skills help to provide children with a secure foundation on which to 
support their future learning.

n Overall, children behave well. Staff focus on helping children to recognise and 
talk about how they feel. Older children are beginning to learn to resolve minor 
disagreements with their peers amicably. Where younger children need 
additional support, staff remind children about taking turns and sharing. 
However, when some children struggle to make their wants and needs known, 
staff are not always successful in enabling them to fully express themselves. At 
times, this hinders some aspects of children's social development. 

n Staff provide plenty of opportunities for children to be physically active 
throughout the day. Children learn about the benefits of being active and 
develop good coordination skills. For instance, they run to chase their friends 
and push themselves along on ride-on bicycles, safely manoeuvring around their 
peers. Children's active play helps to support them in learning the benefits of a 
healthy lifestyle. 

n Teaching is good. Staff know what children are able to do and ensure that 
learning builds on children's abilities. Children, including those who speak 
English as an additional language, are immersed in a language-rich environment. 
Staff speak to children, modelling new words for them to hear. Babies babble, 
and some older children use good thinking skills to answer staff questions. 
However, at times, some learning is not tailored precisely to what some younger 
children need to learn next, particularly in relation to furthering their speaking 
skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff understand their roles and responsibilities to keep children safe. Recent 
training on safeguarding has enabled staff to understand signs and indicators that 
children might be at risk of harm, including from extreme views or behaviours. 
Staff know how to report concerns within the nursery and how to escalate those 
concerns to external partners. Recruitment processes for new staff are robust. 
Leaders ensure the suitability of all staff working with children, including on an 
ongoing basis. Staff use daily routines to keep children safe. For instance, they 
ensure that children are supervised as they eat meals and snacks. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance staff understanding of how to use their knowledge of what children 
know and can do to plan more precisely for their next steps in learning

n develop the use of techniques that encourage and support children to 
communicate their wants, needs and ideas more consistently.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2610468

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10279003

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 25

Name of registered person Maybury Montessori Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2610466

Telephone number 07391967468

Date of previous inspection 30 January 2023

Information about this early years setting

Maybury Montessori registered in December 2020. It is operated by Maybury 
Montessori Ltd and runs from premises located within the Old Woking Community 
Centre, in Woking, Surrey. The setting is open for 51 weeks of the year, Monday to 
Friday, from 8am to 6pm. The owner holds a Montessori qualification and an early 
years degree. There are 11 members of staff. Of these, eight hold qualifications at 
level 2 or above. The setting provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children. The setting follows the Montessori ethos.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tara Naylor
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 
management of the setting.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 

they are at nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Maybury Montessori
26 September 2023 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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