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Inspection of an outstanding school: 
Bayonne Nursery School 
50 Paynes Walk, London W6 8PF 

 
  
Inspection date: 21 September 2023 
 

Outcome 
 
Bayonne Nursery School continues to be an outstanding school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Children flourish at Bayonne Nursery School. Even the very youngest children settle 
quickly because they feel happy and safe. A parent summed up the views of many when 
he said that his child ‘wakes up every morning excited to go in’. 
 
Children receive an exceptional curriculum offer. Staff know children very well and make 
sure that all children achieve highly. Children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) are extremely well supported. They learn happily alongside their peers. 
Staff use every opportunity to develop children’s speech, language and communication by 
engaging them in quality talk. 
 
The Nursery is a lovely place to learn. It is organised, ordered and engaging. Staff provide 
purposeful learning experiences for children. They also utilise children’s interests and any 
special moments. For example, a sudden downpour of rain provided an exciting 
opportunity for children to catch the rainfall in different containers and measure their 
capacity. Children are impeccably behaved and engrossed in their learning.  
 
Parents are delighted with all the nursery provides, including the extra activities on offer 
such as Wiggle Waggle, football and yoga. Many praised how staff enable their child to 
thrive. They also value the expert advice staff provide, such as how to potty train.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Leaders have designed an exciting curriculum. It provides children with all they need to 
be well prepared for their transfer to primary school. The curriculum is carefully organised 
to ensure that children practise and embed each step of learning throughout the 
provision. Staff review each day together to ensure that the play opportunities are 
continually adapted and enhanced to extend children’s learning. For example, in 
mathematics the youngest children learn to count to three before sending the ball down 
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the ramp. Older children explore different ways to show the value of five, such as on a 
large dice, clapping and using their fingers.  
 
Staff are well trained and experts in early years practice. They know what children need 
to learn next. Staff utilise every opportunity to deepen children’s knowledge and 
understanding while they play. They know when to intervene, direct, suggest or observe. 
No limit is put on learning. For example, when using props for a story with a child, the 
child suggested cutting a large strawberry prop. The adult asked, ‘Into how many pieces?’ 
The child said, ‘Two.’ The adult replied, ‘Yes, we can cut it in half.’ 
 
Developing children’s vocabulary is a priority. Adults often build children’s language 
through talking about what they are doing. For example, when needed, adults use simple 
instructions alongside pictures to support children to express their wishes, such as 
wanting to go outside. 
 
Children enjoy the quieter time when they come together in small groups. Older children 
know a wide range of songs and rhymes by heart. Adults bring to life a diverse range of 
high-quality texts. Children are engrossed during story time. They are keen to share their 
views and explore what they see and hear. Even the youngest children already have 
favourite books. From these, they are beginning to voice key phrases such as ‘boom, 
boom, boom’. They enjoy acting out parts of the story.  
 
Staff support children’s behaviour exceptionally well. Children learn to consider the 
feelings of others by taking turns and sharing equipment. For example, when exploring 
the height of ramps for their cars, adults encourage the children to decide whose turn it is 
and praise those who are sharing.  
 
Children enjoy the wide range of activities to enrich their learning in school. These include 
visiting the local shop to buy ingredients for baking as well as more adventurous outings 
such as to the Lyric Theatre. Children like being responsible and take their allocated jobs 
seriously, such as setting out the cutlery on the tables for lunchtime. These simple 
routines and expectations are supporting them to develop independence, responsibility 
and maturity.  
 
Staff feel very well supported by leaders. They value the high-quality professional 
development they receive, which has enabled them to become expert practitioners. Many 
staff have worked at the Nursery for a long time and have progressed their careers there. 
Leaders identify potential and talents and encourage staff to grow professionally.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be outstanding, we will then normally go into the 
school about once every four years to confirm that the school remains outstanding. This is 
called an ungraded inspection, and it is carried out under section 8 of the Education Act 
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2005. We do not give graded judgements on an ungraded inspection. However, if we find 
evidence that a school would now receive a higher or lower grade, then the next 
inspection will be a graded inspection, which is carried out under section 5 of the Act. 
Usually this is within one to two years of the date of the ungraded inspection. If we have 
serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will deem 
the ungraded inspection a graded inspection immediately. 
 
This is the second ungraded inspection since we judged the school to be outstanding in 
January 2014. 
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need of help and 
protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a social worker; and 
pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the school’s pupil premium 
funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years, 
looked after children (children in local authority care) and/or children who left care 
through adoption or another formal route). 
   

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 100318 

Local authority Hammersmith & Fulham 

Inspection number 10293201 

Type of school Nursery 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 2 to 5 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 44 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Jolie Collett (co-chair) 
Louise Jones (co-chair) 

Headteacher Anne-Marie Strachan (executive 
headteacher)  
Janice Moore (head of School) 

Website www.bayonne.lbhf.sch.uk 

Date of previous inspection 14 June 2018, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school is part of the Thames Federation. 

 The school runs a breakfast club.  

 Leaders do not use any alternative provision. 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic 

began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders and have taken 
that into account in their evaluation of the school.  

 Inspectors spoke to school leaders about different aspects of school life. They also met 
with a group of governors, as well as a representative from the local authority. 

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in these areas of learning: communication and 
language, mathematics, and personal, social and emotional development. For each 
deep dive, inspectors spoke with leaders, visited lessons, and spoke with staff and 
children. 
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 Inspectors also spoke to leaders about the curriculum in other areas of learning. 

 Inspectors met with staff about well-being and workload as well as professional 
development opportunities. 

 To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspector/inspectors: reviewed the 
single central record; took account of the views of leaders, staff and pupils; and 
considered the extent to which the school has created an open and positive culture 
around safeguarding that puts pupils’ interests first.  

 Inspectors gathered parents’ views, both through responses to surveys, including the 
Ofsted Parent View survey, and through meeting with parents at various points 
throughout the day. 

 
Inspection team 
 

Helen Morrison, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Andrea Bedeau His Majesty’s Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection. 

 
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 

or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 
 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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