
Inspection of Mollington Pre-School
The Old School, Grove Road, Mollington, Chester CH1 6LG

Inspection date: 15 September 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders have taken swift action to ensure all committee members are suitable to 
be part of the organisation which works with children. This ensures children's 
safety.

Leaders plan and sequence an ambitious curriculum which is currently to find out 
about the children's stages of development and their interests. Through their 'All 
About Me' topic, staff support children to explore how they, and their families, are 
different from each other. Later, when children are outside, they notice two 
butterflies and say that they are the mummy and the daddy. They further exclaim 
that they have found their children when more butterflies flutter by. Children are 
learning about family relationships and what makes them unique.

Leaders and staff have purposefully planned children's arrival routines to 
encourage independence and to mirror those of their primary school. When 
children arrive at this pre-school, they receive a lovely, warm welcome from the 
friendly staff. They hang up their coats, find their named tray to store their 
belongings and go off to find their friends. Children are developing their 
independence skills in readiness for their next steps in their learning. Staff set clear 
expectations for behaviour and routines. Consequently, children behave well. They 
share and wait their turn for bicycles to become available. They show consideration 
for others as they take great care not to bump into them as they travel around the 
playground. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have a vision for the setting to be more sustainable and environmentally 
aware. This is shared with all the staff and fully supported by the parents. Staff 
support children to recycle and repurpose materials. For example, they place 
their recyclable materials from their lunch boxes in the collection box. Staff 
repurpose play equipment to provide exciting new play opportunities to 
stimulate children's imagination and creativity. Children are learning to care for 
their environment.

n Staff support children to develop mathematical skills through well-planned 
learning activities. For example, they work together to create a tally chart to 
count and compare the group's eye and hair colours. Later, children build towers 
to represent 'flats' which are proudly displayed for all to see. Staff introduce a 
range of mathematical language, such as 'how many' and 'tallest'. Children play 
with a real sense of purpose. 

n Staff place an importance on developing children's communication and language. 
Children are immersed in an environment full of stories, songs, rhymes and 
conversations. They frequently engage with books independently and/or with 
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adults. They retain key information from what they have read or seen. For 
example, when they later learn that houses can be made from wood, children 
say, 'The wolf will blow it down.' Staff introduce new vocabulary, such as 'igloo', 
'caravan' and 'canal boat'. Although children hear new words, staff do not 
always consider what each child already knows. This means children do not 
always learn to use the word that they hear. 

n Leaders and staff have purposefully planned their learning spaces to provide 
children with challenging and exciting opportunities to develop their physical 
skills. Children skilfully climb large play apparatus, walk along tricky balance 
beams and play group games to develop their small- and large-muscle strength. 
Furthermore, at lunchtimes, staff remind children why they need to wash their 
hands and talk to children about healthy food choices. Children are developing 
an understanding of leading healthy lifestyles.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are supported 
well. Staff work with parents and other professionals to implement tailored 
teaching and care routines. All children make good progress and are developing 
their skills for future learning.

n Leaders recognise the value of continuous quality improvement. All staff 
undertake a range of training, including specialist training to support children 
with SEND. Staff say they feel well supported by the management team and 
there is a strong team spirit. Staff are committed to improving their own practice 
as a way of improving outcomes for children.

n Parents are extremely complimentary about their children's pre-school. They 
comment on how happy and secure their children are, along with how well 
prepared they are for going on to school. Parents know who their child's key 
person is and receive good communication to support their children's learning 
when at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have a good knowledge and understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities to safeguard children. Children are safe and secure at this setting. 
The premises are kept clean and tidy. Risk assessments are conducted to ensure 
that any risks to children are minimised. All staff clearly demonstrate their 
understanding of potential harm and abuse that would make them concerned. 
They know how to report their concerns. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n further strengthen planning to build on what children already know to help them 
learn and understand new vocabulary.   
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY255969

Local authority Cheshire West and Chester  

Inspection number 10287614

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Mollington Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP521278

Telephone number 01244 853812

Date of previous inspection 27 March 2023

Information about this early years setting

Mollington Pre-School registered in 2002 and is run by a voluntary management 
committee. The pre-school employs five members of staff. Of these, three hold an 
appropriate early years qualification at level 3 and one holds an appropriate early 
years qualification at level 4. The pre-school is open Monday to Friday, from 9am 
to 3pm, during term time only. It receives funding to provide free early education 
for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anita Dunn
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at pre-school.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 
management of the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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