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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

The curriculum is ambitious and flows seamlessly from room to room to
continuously build on what children already know and need to learn next. All staff
know how to develop children's learning and build on their next steps. They deliver
the curriculum well and use the Montessori approach to help children understand
the world they live in and be ready for school. Children gain good independence to
do things for themselves. They learn to manage their behaviour and be kind to
others. Staff manage transitions well to ensure children are ready emotionally and
developmentally before they move on to the next age/stage room in the nursery.
Children relish new challenges and have a positive attitude to learning.

The nursery has a warm and welcoming atmosphere for children, parents, and
visitors. The manager and staff have a positive attitude to their roles, and this
reflects well on the children and their approach and attitude to their experiences.
The key-person system is a particular strength across the nursery. Training has had
a positive influence on staff's understanding of the importance of the bonds
children develop with them. There are very close attachments between the key
staff and their children and between other staff. This means that children settle
quickly and have the confidence to explore their environment under the watchful
eye of familiar staff that they trust.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

m Staff promote children's independence well. From a young age, children learn to
tidy up and take care of their environment. They work together to achieve goals.
For example, two toddlers help each other to carry heavier and larger items at
tidy-up time. In the pre-school room, children prepare their own snacks and
wash up afterwards. They know to take care with fragile items, such as glass
jugs and chinaware, as they know they will break if dropped.

m Staff promote children's behaviour well. From a young age, children learn to be
kind, share, and take turns. For example, in the toddler room, staff remind them
that 'arms are for hugging not pushing'’, and that 'being unkind makes their
friends sad'. Toddlers show they understand this simple explanation and adapt
their behaviour accordingly. Pre-school-age children benefit from the 'peace
table' and 'peace rose', to help them manage disputes or when they are feeling
sad about something. This area helps the children to talk about and recognise
different emotions and how they can support their friends.

B There are good partnerships with parents with secure systems to share and
receive information. This enables staff to agree and plan next steps with parents
to target children's learning. Parents value the online app and know what their
children can do to follow learning at home. The nursery holds Montessori
evenings to inform parents of what and how children will learn.
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B Care routines in the baby room meet the children's needs well. Staff follow
familiar routines that ensure children settle. They give lots of cuddles and
reassurances to the youngest children, and children show their appreciation by
snuggling into staff, for example, during story times. Staff working with the
babies and toddlers have attended specific sleep training for the younger
children and know how to ensure their safety during rest times.

m Children develop good communication and language. Staff encourage the babies
to begin to babble and make sounds. They use books to engage children's
interest and extend their vocabulary. In the pre-school room, children label
different species of whales and the different parts of flowers. They learn new
language, such as 'examination’ when talking about visiting the dentist. Although
children benefit from targeted teaching that engages them well, staff do not
always recognise when some children in the toddler and pre-school rooms need
their support to participate in the range of activities and learning on offer.

B The manager monitors staff practice well to develop and improve their
knowledge and understanding. Staff say they feel valued and supported. The
manager ensures that the nursery can continuously meet the needs of the
children and their families. A lending library for parents to read books to their
children at home has seen the toddlers begin to use more complex sentences in
their communication.

m Staff training has a positive impact on children's experiences. Staff provide
targeted support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities,
so that they receive the input needed to help them to thrive and make good
progress in their learning and development.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The designated safeguarding lead and her deputy are clear about their role and
responsibility to ensure that they, and staff, protect children from harm. Staff
attend regular training to update their knowledge and understanding, which means
they are all clear on procedures to follow should they have a concern about a child
in their care. They are aware of the different signs and symptoms that may alert
them to potential safeguarding concerns. Staff are clear about the nursery's
whistle-blowing policy and how to pass on any concerns about staff conduct,
should they have any. There are clear recruitment procedures to ensure staff
continue to remain suitable to work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W provide toddlers and pre-school children with more staff interactions to extend
their learning and engagement in activities further.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY380634

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole
Inspection number 10310371

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Ezg?/s t\;erars Register, Compulsory Childcare
Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto4

Total number of places 68

Number of children on roll 161

Name of registered person Saxonbury Road Limited
Telephone number 01202 422235

Date of previous inspection 21 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

Kings Castle Montessori Nursery School registered in 1997. This privately owned
nursery operates in Tuckton, near Bournemouth. It follows the Montessori
philosophy of education. The nursery is open Monday to Thursday from 8am to
6pm and Friday from 8am to 5.30pm, for 51 weeks of the year. They receive
funding to provide free early years education for children aged two, three and four
years. There are 40 members of staff employed. Of these, four hold a level 2 in
early years, 12 have a level 3, eight have a level 4, four have a level 6 and one has
qualified teacher status. The nursery also employs an administrative member of
staff.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Janet Armstrong
Lorraine Sparey
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and inspectors completed a learning walk together of all areas of
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

m Children spoke to the inspectors about what they enjoy doing while at the
nursery.

B The inspectors talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and
took account of their views.

B The inspectors spoke with the manager about the leadership and management
of the nursery.

W The special educational needs coordinator spoke to one of the inspectors about
how they support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities.

B The inspectors observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The manager and one of the inspectors carried out a joint observation of an
activity.

B One of the inspectors spoke to several parents during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B The inspectors looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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