
Inspection of The Colour Box 
Montessori Nursery LTD
Earlsfield Baptist Church, Magdalen Road, LONDON SW18 3NZ

Inspection date: 14 September 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are warmly welcomed into this nurturing setting. They are excited to 
explore the calm, well organised and inviting environment. Children are pleased to 
see their friends and eagerly hang their name tags on the self-registration tree. 
Staff set up the space with children's interests in mind. Children enjoy using their 
imaginations in the home corner to feed babies, make dinner and read books. 

Children have good relationships with staff and feel valued. They join in really well 
during group times and enjoy sharing their ideas. Children go to adults for 
reassurance and to express how they are feeling. Staff promote children's love of 
reading throughout the nursery and provide books in all areas. Children benefit 
from engaging story times. They have plenty of choice, enjoy choosing stories to 
read during free play and listen with great attention. 

Children feel safe and secure and have warm bonds with staff. They benefit from a 
happy and positive environment with excellent role models. Children learn how to 
respect each other and the world around them. They learn to use kind hands, listen 
to each other and take care of our planet. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum in this setting is a real strength. Managers and staff have a really 
clear understanding of what they want children to learn. They provide ambitious 
experiences that fully engage and motivate children. This means that children 
are confident and ready for the next stage of education. Children explore 
feelings and emotions through stories about monsters. They find out about 
transport by setting up a London underground, and they buy ingredients to 
make their own spring rolls. 

n Children's communication and language are supported well. Children make good 
progress and are confident communicators. Staff use high-quality language 
when engaging with children. They repeat and model new vocabulary and 
encourage children to speak as much as possible. This helps children to share 
conversations with their peers and ask adults questions confidently. 

n Children have a wonderful repertoire of songs and thoroughly enjoy joining in 
with 'hello' songs and familiar favourites. They grow in confidence as they stand 
up in front of their friends and sing a song of their choice. 

n Children have positive attitudes towards their learning and are able to 
concentrate for good periods of time. They maintain attention as they work on 
their fine motor skills. For example, they use cotton buds to paint small leaves, 
complete puzzles and write in sand. 

n Staff support children well with their learning during focused activities. They 
provide an environment where children can choose activities for themselves. 
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Children experience a sense of achievement when they complete and put their 
chosen activities away. Staff monitor and track children's progress well. They 
find out what children know when they start nursery and build on this to ensure 
that all children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities, achieve the best possible outcomes. 

n Parents speak highly of how well their children have settled into the nursery and 
how reassured they felt by the process that met their child's individual needs. 
They are pleased with the communication and updates they receive regarding 
their children's learning and progress. Parents are so happy with the daily 
feedback and informative newsletter they receive. 

n Children enjoy a large physical gym space where they engage in a range of 
sports, dance and obstacle courses. This helps to strengthen their gross motor 
skills. Children do have opportunities to go outside in the garden. However, staff 
do not consistently plan these experiences to ensure that children have the best 
opportunities to explore through purposeful play.

n Leaders and managers are passionate and dedicated. They reflect on their 
strengths and identify improvements to ensure that the quality of care and 
education is high. Leaders and managers have a clear vision for the setting and 
high expectations for children's behaviour and the teaching and learning. They 
support staff's well-being and performance with regular meetings and 
supervision sessions. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are able to show their knowledge and understanding about potential signs 
and indicators of possible child abuse. Regular team meetings and training sessions 
ensure that staff remain confident and competent in this area. Staff are aware of 
risks to children. They demonstrate how they are vigilant in recording and 
reporting their concerns. Staff understand how to keep children safe. They use 
clear risk assessments to support children with transitions. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n make better use of the outdoor environment to extend children's learning and 
strengthen opportunities for exploring more purposefully through play. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY463029

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10301268

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 41

Number of children on roll 6

Name of registered person The Colour Box Montessori Nursery School 
LTD

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902522

Telephone number 02088704641

Date of previous inspection 31 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

The Colour Box Montessori Nursery LTD re-registered in 2013 and is located in the 
London Borough of Wandsworth. The nursery employs three staff members. Of 
these, one member holds an early years qualification at level 6 and two members 
at level 3. The setting is open during term time, from 9am to midday, Monday to 
Friday. It receives funding to provide early education for children aged three and 
four years. The setting follows some of the Montessori teaching methods.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sara Vincent
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they want children to learn.  

n Children spoke to and communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out joint observations of group activities with the manager.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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