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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children are happy and confident. They separate from their parents and carers with
ease. Staff are friendly and caring. They build strong bonds with the children,
which helps them to feel safe and secure. Young children enjoy exploring and
cruising round their rooms. They look at their reflections in mirrored balls and
giggle. Staff roll these balls and support children to develop their physical skills as
they catch and try to roll them back.

Staff enhance children's experiences. They bring stories alive. Children recall the
story 'We're Going on a Bear Hunt' and use small-world toys to splash into a bowl
of water and say 'splash splosh'. Staff rip up pieces of white paper and hold them
in the air and let them go. Children watch as they float down and pretend they are
in @ snowstorm. Older children learn about people in the community who help
them, such as police officers and ambulance drivers. They enjoy role play as they
dress up as their chosen profession. Children excitedly want to show their key
person what they look like.

Children enjoy spending time outdoors. They gain an early understanding of
mathematical language. Staff build towers out of bricks with the children, and they
work out who is taller or shorter than the tower. Overall, children behave well. If
any unwanted behaviour is displayed, staff review the environment to see what the
trigger may be that is impacting on children's ability to self-regulate their
behaviour. Staff teach children that we do not use our hands to hit, but we use
them for holding pencils, being creative and being kind.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B Leaders, along with staff, have made significant improvements to the setting,
which has addressed the weaknesses identified at the last inspection. A new
manager has ensured that staff have accessed and completed training to
support them in their roles. Staff report high levels of morale. They say that they
feel supported, and the changes have been positive.

m Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are well supported.
Staff who have received training in this specialist area, support others to
implement individual support plans. Regular assessments, intensive support, and
meetings with parents and/or other professional involved in the child's care,
ensure that children make the best possible progress.

m Children are encouraged to be independent. They learn self-care skills, such as
dressing themselves by putting on their own coat and shoes. Children practise
cleaning model teeth with toothbrushes and understand the importance of this.
Nursery routines help to support transitions between activities. Children help to
wash down tables before lunchtime. However, some routines are not as well
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organised as they could be. For example, mealtime routines in the younger
children's room do not support children as they sit for long periods while they
wait for their food.

m Staff know the children well. They gather information about their likes and
dislikes to plan activities in line with their interests. These activities are
ambitious in their learning intent. However, at times, younger children do not
always understand what is expected of them. For example, when listening to the
sounds of birds, children say that they can hear a pigeon. The sound continues
and the response expected by staff is 'rainforest’. The children do not
understand this concept. On occasion, activities provided for older children are
not always ambitious enough for their level of understanding. For example, they
complete jigsaws with ease as these do not sufficiently challenge them.

B The curriculum for communication and language is good. Children are exposed
to a rich vocabulary. They particularly like listening to stories that staff read to
them. Children sit on staff's knees and eagerly talk about the characters and
what may happen next. Staff act as good roles models and introduce new
words, such as 'aeroplane’, 'octopus' and 'tentacles'. However, staff could allow
children more time to think and respond when giving their own ideas in order to
support children to practise their skills and build longer sentences.

B The manager and her staff provide a broad and varied curriculum, which aims to
give all children the same experiences and the same best start in their learning.
For example, children who have been on camping holidays share their
experiences with others. Staff provide activities linked with tents and outdoor
eating so that other children can share in the experience.

B The manager has implemented an effective system of monitoring staff practice.
Regular observations of staff's interactions with children are completed within all
rooms. This ensures that the quality of teaching is consistently good. The
manager reviews observations and assessments completed for children to
ensure that they are making the best possible progress. This means that any
gaps in learning are swiftly identified and support put into place.

B Partnerships with parents are good. Parents comment that their children enjoy
coming to nursery. They say that staff are caring and friendly and get to know
the children well. Parents are happy that they receive support at home with their
child's learning.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Since the last inspection improvements to safeguarding have been made. New
procedures for monitoring and checking documentation completed by staff have
been implemented by management. This ensures that records are accurate. Staff
attend face-to-face training in safeguarding. They are aware of the signs and
symptoms which may indicate a child is at risk or suffering from harm. Staff know
the procedures to follow to report concerns about children in their care and
understand to do this without delay. Appropriate risk assessments of the premises
and environment ensure that they are safe for children.
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What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W review the organisation of nursery routines, such as mealtimes, so that children
are consistently engaged in the curriculum

B continue to embed activities that sufficiently challenge children and are in line
with their stage of development

m provide further opportunities for children to practise their communication and
language skills.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection humber

Type of provision
Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY547298

Staffordshire

10298992

Childcare on non-domestic premises
Early Years Register

Full day care

Oto4

77
74
Busy Bees Nurseries Limited

RP900821

01889 562089
9 May 2023

Information about this early years setting

Busy Bees Uttoxeter registered in 2017. The nursery employs 25 members of
childcare staff. Of these, 17 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 to
level 6, including two with qualified teacher status. The nursery opens from
Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays. Sessions are from
7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three-

and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Johanna Holt

Inspection report: Busy Bees Uttoxeter.
14 September 2023



Oféted

Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the COVID-19 pandemic with
the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

B The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the
manager.

B The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of
their views.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

FHK

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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