
Inspection of Wendover Pre-School
Wendover Memorial Hall, Wharf Road, Aylesbury HP22 6HF

Inspection date: 12 September 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are incredibly eager to learn and build on their knowledge. Staff engage 
and interact with children positively and sensitively, following their lead in their 
play. Staff use very effective questions and statements to help children to think 
creatively. They use an extremely effective curriculum to offer personalised 
learning experiences to extend and challenge children's individual levels of 
development. As a result, children are intrigued, experiment enthusiastically in their 
play and show very high levels of curiosity to find out more.

Children settle extraordinarily quickly and confidently. Staff create an exceptionally 
caring and nurturing environment that helps children to feel safe and secure within 
the early days of attending the pre-school. Staff work closely with parents. They 
use information about how children like to play and what they can do to plan their 
first few sessions effectively to fully support children's emotional well-being. All 
children engage quickly with staff, developing secure attachments with the small, 
dedicated team.

Children show extremely high levels of care and compassion towards their friends. 
Staff constantly support children's friendships and encourage them to help each 
other and to think about each other's feelings. For example, when one child needs 
some help with toileting and becomes upset, their friend finds staff and sensitively 
asks for help for their friend.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff successfully introduce more complex experiences to further develop 
children's existing knowledge. For example, children identify the colour red as 
hot. Staff use very subtle and effective questions to help children think about 
what colour is associated with cold. They help children to think about 
experiences with the cold, associating their senses with the temperature and the 
colour blue.

n Children quickly learn about the importance of personal care. They identify 
places where coats, water bottles and pieces of artwork to take home all belong. 
Children refer to their 'bubble hands' for washing hands and explain that they 
are washing the germs down the sink. Staff ask older children to show others 
how to sneeze into the fold of their elbow to catch the germs.

n Staff are extremely positive role models, showing children how to work together 
as a team and make decisions for themselves. For example, children choose 
from whole fruits and help each other to cut these up at snack time. They 
confidently tell others what they like and what they do not like, showing a clear 
understanding that their friends have different tastes.

n Children use a prolific range of vocabulary. Staff constantly introduce new words 
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to their play. For example, children explain that they have a 'large' rock. Staff 
immediately engage and reply that it is 'massive', increasing the alternative 
words that children can use to describe size. Older children use their ever-
developing conversational skills when using telephones in the garden. They hold 
imaginative and expressive conversations with each other, waiting for each other 
to reply.

n Staff have an unquestionable understanding that children need strength to 
engage in all activities. Children learn to use their bodies effectively during play. 
They lie on the floor to investigate how vehicles move. They stretch and pinch 
dough to develop the small muscles in their hands. They enthusiastically use 
large movements in their 'wake-up and dance' sessions. Staff plan further 
experiences to develop children's whole-body strength, such as hanging and 
swinging from equipment, using their arms to hold on.

n Staff are very eager to support each other to develop their practice. They 
endeavour to identify training linked to individual children's needs and adapt this 
innovatively to support other children's development. Trustees take a vital role in 
helping staff to evaluate their practice to make a bigger impact on children's 
development. For example, they have developed a curriculum that highly 
promotes individual children's learning.

n Staff are highly aware of the need to support parents, particularly due to the 
impact of COVID-19. Parents access a wealth of guidance and support. For 
example, staff help parents to understand the positive impact that effective 
interaction has in children's play. Parents are highly appreciative of the 
substantial support when settling children. They feel less anxious about leaving 
their children for the first time.

n Staff work very closely with other professionals. For example, local schools 
highly appreciate the staff's dedication to work together to support children's 
seamless and confident transitions to school.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a very strong knowledge of the procedures to follow if they have a 
concern about a child in their care. Dedicated staff, who take a lead in 
safeguarding children, show a passion for sharing information and keeping staff 
and parents involved at all levels of intervention and support. All staff know the 
signs and symptoms of child abuse. Children learn to assess risks themselves. Staff 
support this extremely well by helping children to measure the 'size' of the problem 
and risk. Staff use the environment and their knowledge of children's 
understanding of safety to adapt the environment to challenge children's physical 
abilities.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY492862

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10301704

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 3

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 14

Name of registered person The Wendover Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907446

Telephone number 0777 7955900

Date of previous inspection 30 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Wendover Pre-School re-registered in 2015 due to becoming a charitable 
incorporated organisation. It operates from the meeting room at the Wendover 
Memorial Hall, in Wendover, Buckinghamshire. Opening times are 9am to 3pm on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, and from 9am until midday on 
Fridays, term time only. The pre-school employs four staff who work directly with 
the children. Three staff have appropriate qualifications in early years. The 
manager holds early years teacher status. Funding is accepted for the provision of 
free early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Claire Parnell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at pre-school.

n The inspector spoke with trustees and the manager about the leadership and 
management of the pre-school.

n The inspector spoke to several parents and other professionals during the 
inspection and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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