
Inspection of Killamarsh Village Day 
Nursery And Pre-School Limited
Sheepcote Road, Killamarsh, Sheffield, South Yorkshire S21 1DU

Inspection date: 6 September 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children's speech, language and communication are given high priority. Staff show 
a keen interest in what children are doing. They use every opportunity to 
encourage the use of words and develop children's early conversational skills. For 
example, babies are fascinated as staff blow bubbles for them to catch. Babies 
stamp their feet, squealing with excitement as they watch bubbles float in the 
breeze. Staff say, 'bubble, pop!' which babies excitedly repeat. Even young babies 
confidently babble back and forth with staff. Toddlers use chunky chalks to draw 
pictures on the playground. They eagerly tell staff they have drawn the sea, a 
beach and a shark. Staff encourage children to talk about their holiday. They say, 
'splash, splash,' as toddlers giggle, pretending to jump in the sea.

Children are provided with numerous opportunities to do things for themselves. 
Pre-school children help set the tables for lunchtime. They cooperate with their 
friends, carefully giving out plates and cutlery. Toddlers wash their hands, putting 
their paper towel in the bin afterwards. Babies are supervised as they use spoons 
to feed themselves lunch and staff offer a helping hand when needed. Children 
readily respond when staff ask for help. Toddlers busy themselves, putting toys 
back into the correct box, and they ask staff if they are unsure where something 
goes. Pre-school children use small brooms to sweep up sand, proudly showing 
staff their hard work. This helps children to learn how to take care of resources.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents are overwhelmingly positive about the care their children receive. They 
value that staff take the time to get to know their children as unique individuals. 
Parents say their children make good progress, particularly with their 
communication and social skills. Parents appreciate the emotional support they 
receive from the manager and staff. This includes parents of children with 
special education needs and/or disabilities (SEND). 

n Staff ensure that mathematics is embedded in children's play. They know which 
mathematical skills children already have and plan activities to extend these. For 
example, pre-school children build a three-dimensional shape using a variety of 
smaller, colourful connecting shapes. Staff help children to consider the diagram 
on the instructions to work out which shape and colour comes next. Children 
focus on finding the correct pieces and ensure that they fit correctly. Staff talk to 
children about how magnets work. Children enjoy watching as the magnetic 
shapes pull or push others away. This helps children to learn about the world 
around them.

n Children behave well overall. Staff are good role models. They support children 
to share resources, play safely with equipment so they do not hurt others, and 
use their manners. However, there are inconsistencies in staff practice. For 
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example, when some staff ask children to stop a certain behaviour, they do not 
explain why. To this end, while initially children stop what they are doing, they 
then move away and repeat the inappropriate action again. This does not help 
children to learn the impact that their behaviour has on others. 

n Children thoroughly enjoy outdoor play. Babies develop their core strength as 
they confidently crawl to explore the play environment, and staff assist them to 
sit safely on ride on toys and in swings. Toddlers play a game with staff. They sit 
on the slide, waiting in anticipation for the bell to ring as staff say, 'Ready, 
steady, go!' They giggle with delight as they slide down to the bottom. Other 
children push dolls in pushchairs, dig in the sand and balance on beams. This 
helps develop children's coordination and muscle strength.       

n Managers are reflective and strive for continuous improvement. They have 
recently worked with staff to review and change the layout of the play rooms. 
This is in order to create an environment which is communication friendly and 
better supports children's focus during activities. However, during pre-school 
children's small group time, noise levels are high due to three different 
story/song sessions occurring at the same time. Children lose focus, leaning 
back on chairs to see what is happening in the other groups. This disrupts 
children's learning and their ability to fully listen and engage in their own group 
activity.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff understand the signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is 
at risk of harm. This includes those who may potentially be at risk from radical 
views. Staff know the procedure to follow should they need to report a concern 
about a child or a member of staff. The manager ensures safer recruitment checks 
are undertaken to confirm the ongoing suitability of those working with children. 
Staff work closely with parents to manage children's allergies, dietary requirements 
and intolerances. There is an established process in place to ensure that this 
information is safely communicated across the nursery. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to manage behaviour consistently to help children enhance their 
understanding of how their behaviours affect others 

n organise small group times, with particular reference to the pre-school room, to 
ensure that children are able to fully engage and do not have their learning 
disrupted.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY383579

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10309346

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 73

Name of registered person
Killamarsh Village Day Nursery and Pre-
School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP528559

Telephone number 01142488382

Date of previous inspection 19 December 2022

Information about this early years setting

Killamarsh Village Day Nursery And Pre-School Limited registered in 2008. It is 
located in Killamarsh, Sheffield. The nursery employs 17 members of childcare 
staff. Of these, 15 hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 2 or above. 
The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays 
and one week at Christmas. Sessions are from 8am to 6pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Susan Hyatt
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at nursery.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 
management of the setting.

n The special educational needs coordinator spoke to the inspector about how 
they support children with SEND.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a communication and language 

activity with the manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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