
Inspection of Leap Ahead @ Ulceby
Unit 3/4, Yarborough Court, Ulceby DN39 6RZ

Inspection date: 13 September 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The provider has recently recruited a qualified, experienced manager, as well as 
adding further qualified staff to the nursery team. The newly formed staff team is 
working well to ensure that children's needs are met and their learning promoted. 
Staff are kind, caring and considerate, which helps children to feel safe, settled and 
secure in their care.

Staff plan interesting activities, which follow children's interests and build on their 
prior knowledge and skills. For example, in the toddler room, staff support children 
to develop confidence and to play and interact more with their peers. In the pre-
school room, staff extend this learning as they help children to learn about 
behaviour expectations. Staff help children to learn to manage their behaviour by 
using their words and calming techniques. For example, when children begin to get 
frustrated and upset, staff help them to stop, think and take deep breaths. This de-
escalates children's rising emotions and helps them to calm down quickly. At other 
times, staff remind children about kind hands as they encourage them to consider 
how their actions impact their peers.

Staff sing simple songs with pre-school children, which reminds them to sit and 
listen. This helps children to get the most out of the play experiences provided as 
they are supported to remain focused and engaged.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider has a clear company ethos and high expectations, which are 
shared with staff through robust induction. A clear management handover 
procedure is followed to ensure that all the required information is shared with 
the new manager. Alongside this, the new manager is completing her own 
assessments of staff practice and procedures. This enables her to understand 
the skills of the staff team and target areas for further improvement.

n Staff work closely with parents, gathering clear information from the outset to 
ensure that they understand children's individual needs. Care and support are 
then tailored around each child's needs and abilities. Staff identify and share 
planned teachable moments with parents, which enables them to continue to 
support their children's learning at home.   

n Children's communication and language skills are effectively supported through 
staff introducing monthly stories and rhymes. Staff not only read the book and 
sing the songs and rhymes in the nursery, but also record and share these 
experiences with parents. This joint approach increases opportunities for 
children to develop a love of books and be introduced to more vocabulary.  

n On occasions, staff do not take time to fully prepare experiences so that children 
continue to benefit from the quality learning offered. For example, in the toddler 
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room, staff sometimes provide routine experiences or planned activities for 
children, with little preparation. This results in children swarming to the activity 
before staff are ready. This reduces staff's quality interactions and ability to 
focus on children's learning.  

n Pre-school children independently access breakfast, showing skill as they serve 
themselves. While staff supervise them from afar, they do not sit with the 
children and provide quality interactions. At lunchtime, staff do sit with the 
children and engage them in simple conversations and discussions. Staff make 
more effective use of some routine activities to promote children's learning.

n Staff work closely with parents and other professionals to ensure the inclusion of 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n Younger babies are sometimes cared for in the toddler room when numbers are 
low. The babies are supported by staff, which helps them to develop confidence 
to explore their surroundings. However, while the babies are included in the 
planned experiences, these are not consistently pitched at their level of 
understanding. For example, during a printing activity, babies are more 
interested in exploring the feel of the paint on their hands. While staff allow 
them to do this, they are more focused on talking to the older toddlers about the 
prints they are making. 

n Staff introduce children to simple counting during their play. Through positive 
staff interactions and questioning, children explore their imagination as they 
pretend to be on a pirate ship. Staff set up activities for children to develop their 
fine manipulative skills. They place string around boards and between objects, 
enabling children to practise their cutting skills.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children are protected from potential harm through the vigilance of the staff team. 
Staff help children to learn to play safely. For example, they discuss with pre-school 
children how to safely use and hold scissors when they practise their cutting skills. 
Staff also encourage toddlers to learn to remain seated at the table while eating, so 
that they do not choke. Management and staff have a clear understanding of their 
role to safeguard children from abuse and neglect. The premises are securely 
maintained, and staff ensure that they conduct head counts when children 
transition between indoor and outdoor play. This helps to ensure that all children 
remain accounted for and keeps them safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help staff to organise and manage routines and activities more effectively, so 
that children are consistently supported to engage in purposeful learning
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n consider the grouping of children when planning activities for mixed age ranges 
of children, so that staff fully consider the varying abilities of each child.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2682016

Local authority North Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10302481

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 48

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Aspiring Minds (Hull) Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP560319

Telephone number 01469589867

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Leap Ahead @ Ulcerby registered in 2022. The setting operates all year round from 
7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except bank holidays and the week between 
Christmas and New Year. The setting employs nine members of staff, of whom 
eight hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 2 or above. The pre-
school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Arnold
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The provider, manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Staff spoke with the inspector during the inspection. 
n Children spoke to/communicated with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned activity with the 

manager. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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