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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision requires improvement

The quality of education and teaching is variable. Staff do not consistently
implement a curriculum to meet the needs of all children. At times, activities and
play opportunities are not organised to ensure that all children have the best
learning experience. As a result, some children do not develop a positive attitude to
learning and are often unable to engage fully in learning opportunities.

Despite this, children receive a warm welcome from staff on arrival. They eagerly
join their friends to play and are encouraged to be independent. Staff support
children to identify their name tag on arrival. Children place their coats and bags
on their named peg. Parents share that they receive daily feedback from staff
about their child's day. The robust settling-in routine provides parents with
reassurance and comfort.

Staff support children in building their physical skills. When playing outdoors,
babies and young children use tunnels and slides to move their bodies. They giggle
as they play peekaboo with staff. Older children use bat and balls in group
activities, which supports their hand-to-eye coordination. During outdoor play,
children enjoy exploring nature and digging up mud using small trowels in search
of minibeasts. Children enjoy making choices in their play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The leader works alongside staff to provide an appropriate curriculum. However,
staff practice is not consistently evaluated to ensure that teaching and
interactions are always of a high standard. During regular supervision meetings
with staff, the leader has not identified areas that require strengthening to
support good practice. However, the leader does discuss staff well-being and
how to support staff workload, which staff appreciate.

B The leader supports staff in planning for children. However, the learning
intentions are not consistently implemented to ensure that every child reaches
their full potential. Some staff are unsure of what they want children to learn
and how to plan activities to fully support their learning. As a result, sometimes,
children lack focus, which impacts on their learning.

W At times, staff do not consistently manage children's behaviour. Expectations are
not consistently explained to children. As a result, occasionally, children find it
challenging to regulate their behaviour, which impacts on their attitudes towards
learning.

m Children are familiar with the routines of the day. However, at times, routines
interrupt children's engagement in play. This reduces time that children can
immerse themselves fully in learning opportunities.

m Staff know of the importance of supporting communication and language. This
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includes supporting children who speak English as an additional language.
During play, staff talk with children to extend their vocabulary. For example,
children share their cooking skills in the role-play area with their friends. They
involve staff, who show them real vegetables, such as potatoes, broccoli and
onions. Children discuss with each other what meals they are going to prepare.
Babies and toddlers enjoy nursery rhymes and singing. They eagerly join in with
the actions of each song, bringing the words to life.

m Staff provide children with opportunities to learn about mathematics. Older
children use a tape measure to see who is the tallest in the group. They involve
staff, who introduce mathematical language, such as 'tall' and 'small'. In other
activities, children begin to make comparisons between 'light' and 'heavy'
vegetables. This prepares children for developing their early problem-solving
skills.

W Staff ensure there is a well-established key-person system in place. They get to
know each child's needs through a settling-in process through which lots of
information about each child is collated. This helps children build a strong
relationship with staff, which supports them to feel safe and secure.

W Staff support children in building their independence skills. Children learn the
importance of washing their hands before meals and after using the bathroom.
They learn from an early stage how to feed themselves and how to take on and
off their shoes. This prepares children for school.

m Children learn about what makes them unique. Parents share family photos and
information on their home life in a 'culture book', which is shared within the
group. This supports children's understanding about other cultures and diversity.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have suitable knowledge of how to keep children safe and what their
responsibilities are. They understand the signs and symptoms of abuse and who to
report any concerns to. Staff understand the whistle-blowing procedures should
they be worried about the conduct of a colleague towards a child. Leaders ensure
there are safe recruitment procedures in place. They complete regular, ongoing
suitability checks to ensure that staff continue to be suitable to work with children.
This keeps children safe from harm. Staff complete daily risk assessment of both
the indoors and outdoors to reduce the likelihood of accidents. The environment is
cleaned regularly to support infection control.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W strengthen monitoring and development of staff practice to raise the quality of
education so that it is consistently of a high quality
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W plan the curriculum more effectively and consider more closely the intent and
the impact of the activities to help raise children's achievements to a higher level

m help children to develop a deeper understanding of behavioural expectations, to
further support their learning

m reflect on routines during the day so that children have time to engage fully in
their play without interruption.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY401091

Local authority Ealing

Inspection number 10289422

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection Oto4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 15

Name of registered person Little Foot Steps Day Nursery Limited
Telephone number 02088 960 081

Date of previous inspection 24 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

Little Foot Steps Day Nursery registered in 2010. It is situated in Acton, in the
London Borough of Ealing. The nursery is open each weekday, from 7.30am to
6.30pm, and operates all year. The provider receives funding to offer free early
education for children aged two, three and four years. There are nine members of
staff, seven of whom hold relevant early years qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacqueline Halpin

Inspection activities

B The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

B The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss the
curriculum and what they want children to learn.

B The manager and inspector completed a joint observation.

B The inspector spoke with parents and staff and took account of their views.

B The inspector observed staff interacting with children.

B The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the nursery.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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