
Inspection of Bright Horizons 
Warrington Day Nursery and 
Preschool
David Lloyd Racquet Health & Fitness Club, Cromwell Avenue South, Great Sankey, 
WARRINGTON WA5 1HH

Inspection date: 30 August 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive eagerly and are welcomed by professional, caring staff at this 
nursery. Staff have created engaging environments that encourage children to 
develop their curiosity and learning. Babies excitedly shout 'pop' as they attempt to 
pop the bubbles that staff have blown. Older children squeal with delight as they 
combine ingredients to create an exploding chemical reaction. Staff introduce new 
language such as 'erupt' and encourage children to tune into the sound that it is 
making. Children make good progress in all areas of their development.

Children have developed caring relationships with staff who value their opinions. 
For example, following a request from the pre-school council members to learn 
more about people who help us, staff arranged for the police and fire service to 
visit the nursery. These rich experiences provide opportunities for children to 
develop an understanding of the wider world around them.

Staff reinforce high expectations of behaviour from children. For example, on 
occasions when children throw objects indoors, staff calmly model how to throw 
balls safely outside. Older children are involved in developing the expectations for 
the room. Even the youngest children demonstrate caring behaviours as they 
gently put nappies on dolls and place them down to sleep.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders place high importance on supporting children's communication and 
language development. Staff support children's early speech development well. 
For example, as children play, they introduce new language such as 'replenish.' 
As staff interact with children, they encourage them to talk about their own 
experiences. Staff respond when children select a song using a 'song choice 
card', by singing the song. Children join in with some of the words and actions. 
Children are confident communicators.

n Children are provided with activities that allow them to improve their physical 
skills. They develop their strength using their large muscles as they fill up 
buckets with water and carry them. They move all of their bodies as they 
practise using hula hoops. Children use their hand-eye coordination as they 
scoop soil into plant pot, sprinkle seeds and pour water on top. Children's 
physical skills are developing well.

n Children are provided with many opportunities to enjoy stories. Older children 
vote for their favourite story to be read at story time. They excitedly count up 
the votes and read the book that is 'the winner'. Staff are skilled at bringing 
stories to life. For example, they dress up as characters from the book as they 
read stories to children. Following on from children listening to the story of the 
Three Little Pigs, staff provide a range of creative materials to allow children to 
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re-enact the story as they build their own houses. Children gain a real love of 
stories which helps to support their literacy development.

n Leaders have reviewed the settling-in process following the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic to ensure that all children have the time needed to support 
them to settle effectively. These tailored procedures mean staff get to know 
children well. Staff make accurate assessments of children's development and 
these assessments help to identify when children may benefit from additional 
support. Leaders and staff act swiftly and sensitively to ensure that children 
receive any support they need with their learning in partnership with other 
agencies. All children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities, make good progress from their starting points.

n Parents have the utmost praise for the nursery and the 'professional' and 'caring' 
staff. Parents value the regular communication they have with staff about their 
children's learning. They appreciate the home learning packs that are provided 
to help children continue their progression at home. Parents state that they have 
seen particular progress with their children's communication and social skills 
since they have been attending.

n The passionate leaders are committed to professional development, support and 
training for staff. Staff undertake training to strengthen the quality of education 
across the setting. These systems contribute positively to staff practice and 
morale. However, there are some minor inconsistencies in staff practice. For 
example, routines for the youngest of children are not as well planned, meaning 
that some children wait for longer than necessary for their meals. Children are 
not as engaged at these times and can become a little unsettled.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Following a notification to Ofsted of a safeguarding incident, when staff failed to 
escalate a concern about a child, leaders have taken effective action. They 
retrained all staff in how to implement the nursery's procedures for responding to 
any existing injuries to children when they arrive at the setting. Staff now 
understand how to identify and report any concerns they have about a child's 
welfare. Excellent procedures have been implemented to manage children's dietary 
requirements. Staff teach children how to keep themselves safe. For example, older 
children check the garden is safe and free from hazards before the younger 
children go outside.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n refine the organisation of routines so that children, particularly the youngest, 
fully engage in learning at all times.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY285467

Local authority Warrington

Inspection number 10297172

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 108

Number of children on roll 112

Name of registered person Bright Horizons Family Solutions Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901358

Telephone number 01925 906465

Date of previous inspection 5 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Warrington Pre-School & Day Nursery opened in 1998 and is situated in Great 
Sankey, Warrington. The nursery is open from 7am to 7pm, Monday to Friday, all 
year round with the exception of bank holidays and one week during the Christmas 
period. The nursery employs 27 members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold 
qualified teacher status, 22 hold recognised qualifications at level 3 and one holds 
a recognised qualification at level 2. The nursery provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Weston
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery.

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 

about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn.
n The inspector held discussions with the leaders to assess the effectiveness of 

leadership and management.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during a group 

activity.
n Parents shared their views with the inspector.
n The manager provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request, including documentation to demonstrate the suitability of staff working 
at the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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