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Inspection date: 6 September 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff provide a warm welcome and children enjoy their time at the pre-school. 
Children arrive happy and confidently leave their parents and carers at the door. 
They demonstrate they feel safe and have a good sense of belonging as they talk 
about their morning to members of staff. Staff know the children and families well. 
This helps children quickly settle in this friendly pre-school.

Staff use information gathered from families to plan a range of fun, themed 
activities. For example, they encourage children to engage in daily exercise. Before 
children take part in a 'daily jog', staff put their hands on their hearts. They 
encourage children to do the same. Children repeat this after their exercise and say 
that their hearts are going faster. This helps children to learn about healthy 
lifestyles and develop their awareness of how their bodies function.

Staff are good role models and have high expectations for children's behaviour. 
They teach children to play cooperatively together and learn to share and take 
turns. Children display a positive attitude towards their learning. For instance, 
children concentrate as they use ramps to roll balls down. They experiment and 
learn that the higher the ramp is, the faster the balls travel.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, the committee and leadership team have taken steps 
to ensure all members of the committee are suitable to fulfil their role. They 
have recorded these suitability checks and have ensured they have notified 
Ofsted of any changes.

n Staff develop children's communication skills well. They use children's favourite 
stories to broaden their growing vocabulary. Children who speak English as an 
additional language are well supported. Staff use simple sentences and gestures 
to support children's understanding. This helps all children to achieve a good 
understanding of English and develops their speech over time.

n Staff interactions are mostly supportive of children's learning. However, on 
occasion, staff do not notice when individual children would benefit from their 
interactions to help to extend their play and support their learning further.

n Staff swiftly identify any children who will benefit from additional support. Staff 
use advice from professionals to develop plans that are specific to the needs of 
the children. This helps staff to deepen their knowledge and meet children's 
individual needs. Furthermore, leaders put clear strategies in place to ensure 
that children with medical needs are well supported and kept safe. For instance, 
staff are trained to care for children's specific medical needs.

n Staff sequence the curriculum based around the children's interests. For 
example, children thoroughly enjoy scooping flour and mixing it with water to 
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make play dough. This supports their small muscles for later writing. However, 
at times, staff interrupt children's learning and engagement to carry out group 
activities and routines.

n Staff teach children how to keep themselves safe. For example, children know 
they need to put on high-visibility vests before they go for a walk on the school 
grounds. Children also learn about sun safety. Staff talk about needing their sun 
hats before going outside.

n Staff help children understand and manage their own feelings. They talk to 
children about how they feel and use stories to help children understand their 
different emotions. This helps children to form friendships and play cooperatively 
together.

n Overall, parents are happy with the pre-school. They say that their children are 
eager to attend. Parents say that their children have progressed in their learning 
since attending. However, not all parents are aware of the plans for their 
children's next steps in learning, to enable them to continue to support their 
learning at home.

n Mostly, the supervision and arrangements to monitor staff practice are effective. 
Staff benefit from good training opportunities to help them extend and develop 
their skills. For example, staff have accessed training to support children's 
speech and language. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The acting manager and staff have a thorough understanding of their safeguarding 
roles and responsibilities. Staff are aware of possible signs and symptoms that may 
indicate a child is at risk of harm. They are mindful of safeguarding concerns and 
confidently describe what action they would take to seek support. Staff know the 
procedures to follow in the event of an allegation being made against staff. They 
implement daily risk assessments of the indoor and outdoor environment. This 
helps to ensure that children remain safe when playing at nursery. The acting 
manager has a robust recruitment process, ensuring that those working with 
children are suitable to do so.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff practice to ensure all children benefit from their interactions to 
support their learning further

n consider the organisation of routines and group times, so that they do not 
interrupt children's learning opportunities

n improve how information is shared with parents to ensure all parents know their 
child's individual next steps and can support their learning at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 511077

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10257613

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Merton Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908418

Telephone number 01256 353100

Date of previous inspection 9 September 2022

Information about this early years setting

Merton Pre-School registered in 1999. It is situated within the grounds of Merton 
Infants School in Basingstoke, Hampshire. The pre-school opens during school 
term times from 9am to 3pm, Monday to Friday. It is in receipt of funding for the 
provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years. There 
are five staff, all of whom hold appropriate qualifications from level 2 to level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kelly Lane
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The acting manager, deputy manager and the inspector completed a learning 
walk together of all areas of the pre-school and discussed the early years 
curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n A joint observation of a language activity was observed with the acting manager 
and the inspector.

n The inspector spoke with parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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