
Inspection of United Adventure Camps 
- Cundall Manor School
Cundall Manor School, Cundall, YORK YO61 2RW

Inspection date: 25 August 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children enjoy a wide range of exciting activities at this fun and friendly camp. 
They take part in swimming sessions, arts and craft activities and bushcraft 
experiences. Staff provide good support for children's personal, social and 
emotional development. They build strong relationships with children and help new 
children to settle quickly. Parents say their children look forward to attending. 

Children are very confident, busy and engaged in their play. Staff encourage them 
to share, take turns and play cooperatively together. They support children to 
manage their feelings and emotions very well. The manager gives clear reminders 
of the camp's rules, so children know what is expected of them. These include 
being kind to friends and being confident to ask for help if needed. Staff provide 
time for children to prepare to move on to the next activity. They give plenty of 
clear praise and encouragement. This helps to develop children's confidence and 
self-esteem. 

Staff provide secure daily routines and an emphasis on consistency, which helps 
children to feel happy, safe and secure. They support children's growing 
independence well. Staff encourage children to tidy away and to put their own 
items into their bags. They support children to learn good hygiene routines, such 
as washing their hands before lunch.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Relationships between staff and children are friendly and supportive. Each child 
is welcomed warmly and individually by the manager on arrival. Staff know 
children well and relationships between them are caring and fun. It is obvious 
that children and staff enjoy each other's company.

n Staff are patient and kind. They help children to quickly resolve any conflicts that 
arise. Children receive stickers for being kind and helpful. Staff encourage them 
to come up with solutions to simple problems. They show that they value 
children's contributions and ideas. 

n Children have daily access to fresh air and exercise. They benefit from activities 
to build their strength and coordination. For example, children balance on blocks 
as part of an obstacle course. They take part in group exercises as part of the 
daily routine. 

n Children develop their physical skills in the spacious, enclosed garden. Here, 
they climb steps to a slide, run, stretch and play with hoops. Children develop 
their smaller muscles through craft activities, such as colouring in and cutting 
out pictures of wizards' hats.

n Staff plan rich opportunities for children to explore nature and enjoy green 
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space. Children take part in daily trips to adjacent woodland. They enjoy taking 
part in bushcraft and forest school activities.

n Staff talk to children at snack time about healthy eating. They encourage 
children to choose healthier options.

n Children take part in group activities but staff also support them to choose toys 
and resources independently. Staff gather children's views on activities and 
include them in helping to plan experiences for the following week. 

n Overall, staff support children to be confident communicators. They give clear 
instructions but do not always check that all children are listening. The manager 
recognises this, however, and plans to develop further strategies to help to 
support children's listening and attention skills. 

n The manager and staff have built strong partnerships with parents, who speak 
highly of the camp. Parents praise the activities on offer, the positive attitude of 
staff and the good systems in place for communication. 

n Staff provide strong support for children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities. Parents say they are reassured by the kind and caring approach of 
staff and their depth of understanding of their children's needs. 

n The camp has a strong relationship with the school, on whose site the camp is 
situated. Parents say they like the joined-up working between the school and 
camp, as it helps their children to settle. 

n The camp is very well run. The active and hands-on manager has put in place 
strong support for his staff team. This includes support through inductions, 
training and meetings. 

n The manager has developed effective systems for gathering the views of parents 
and children. He demonstrates a positive attitude towards the continuous 
improvement of the camp.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know what might give them a concern about a child in relation to 
safeguarding. They understand the procedures to take to help keep children safe. 
The manager shows a robust awareness of his role and responsibilities relating to 
keeping children safe. This includes a range of aspects of safeguarding. Staff 
complete safeguarding training and keep their knowledge up to date. They have a 
strong awareness of how to teach children to keep themselves safe and healthy. 
For example, staff teach children how to carefully use scissors and how to swim. 
The entrance to the camp is secure and staff use a passcode system to help to 
ensure that children are collected safely.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2644076

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10305076

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 13

Total number of places 78

Number of children on roll 340

Name of registered person United Education Projects Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2567273

Telephone number 01134830280

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

United Adventure Camps - Cundall Manor School registered in 2021 and is located 
in York. The camp is independently run and employs 10 members of childcare staff, 
including 2 staff with qualified teacher status. The camp opens Monday to Friday, 
from 8am until 5pm, during the school holidays. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Julie Foers
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the camp received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the camp. 

n The manager welcomed the inspector and showed her around the camp. The 
manager and staff discussed with the inspector the resources and activities 
provided for children.

n The inspector observed play opportunities for children, indoors and outdoors. 
n The inspector reviewed a sample of documents. This included evidence about 

staff's suitability and training.
n The inspector spoke to parents to gather their views on the camp.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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