
Inspection of Bear's House Nursery 
19 Grantham Road, BRIGHTON BN1 6EE

Inspection date: 22 August 2023

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Children arrive happily and quickly settle into play. Parents come into the nursery 
playground and drop their children off at their designated room. Staff follow the 
individual needs of children when supporting them to say goodbye to their parents. 
For example, they allow older children to say goodbye at the gate before coming 
into their room. Younger children generally play well alongside each other as they 
pour water from one container to another during water play. Staff encourage 
children to share resources. Older children engage in imaginative play with small-
world animals. They learn about different vegetables and how they are harvested. 
Staff set up activities well. However, not all areas of the indoor environment are 
clean and ready for children to use.  

Younger children and older children access the outdoor area together throughout 
the day. Babies have a separate outside space. Staff deploy themselves well to 
support children's learning. However, on occasion, they do not identify possible 
hazards in the outdoor area quickly enough. Despite this, staff supervise children 
well outdoors and encourage them to manage their own risk. They help younger 
children to climb over low-level climbing frames. Older children are supported to 
balance on wooden tree stumps. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager provides regular supervision for staff and discusses any training 
needs. However, the manager does not ensure that all staff understand their 
roles and responsibilities, particularly when preparing the outdoor area. Although 
staff ensure that children are safe, they do not ensure that the outdoor area is 
ready for children to use before they go outside. The manager is keen to 
support staff to improve this. 

n Staff report that they feel well supported in their roles. They feel able to discuss 
any concerns they may have with the manager. There have been recent staff 
changes to some of the rooms, and staff comment that they enjoy working with 
different age groups. Staff report that they feel that their well-being is 
supported.  

n Staff follow children's interests when they plan activities. For example, staff talk 
to children about volcanos and what happens when they erupt. They talk about 
how some volcanos are dormant. Outside, children recall what they have learned 
as they talk to each other about the difference between dormant and live 
volcanos.  

n Staff organise activities to support children's learning. For example, younger 
children learn the names of wooden shapes and make marks with the shapes in 
flour. However, areas of the indoor environment are not thoroughly cleaned. For 
example, following some building work, the environment where younger children 
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play has not been cleaned and made ready for use. 
n Staff understand what children are learning and the skills they need to develop. 

For example, older children are learning to be more independent and are 
developing their social skills in readiness for school. Younger children are 
developing their communication and listening skills. However, staff do not fully 
support younger children to progress further. At times, the interactions staff 
have with younger children do not fully extend their learning. This has an impact 
on how well they engage in activities. 

n Parents are happy with the care their children receive. They know who their 
child's key person is and have been kept up to date with recent staff changes. 
Parents receive regular updates on how their children are progressing and the 
development areas staff are supporting. 

n Staff know the children very well and understand how to support children's 
individual needs, particularly children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND). Funding is used to provide additional staff to support 
children. The management team recognises the needs of the children. Managers 
have recently recruited a new member of staff to provide additional support to 
children with SEND. 

n Children are eager to learn, and they join in well with activities. Older children 
play well with each other. Staff support children to share resources. They use 
timers to help children know when it is the turn of the next person. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know who the designated safeguarding lead is and understand how to report 
concerns they may have about a child. They know how to identify the signs of 
abuse, including if a child is being exposed to extreme views. The manager 
understands the local safeguarding partnership procedures. She knows how to 
refer allegations against staff. This helps to safeguard children. The management 
team follows robust recruitment processes and ensures that staff remain suitable to 
work with children. All staff are trained in first aid. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
improve staff's understanding of their 
roles and responsibilities, particularly 
when preparing the outdoor area, to 
ensure that it is ready for children to use

01/09/2023
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ensure that all areas of the premises 
used by children are suitably clean 
before children arrive in compliance with 
health and safety legislation.

01/09/2023

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff practice to ensure that the learning intentions for younger 
children are fully supported.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY552028

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10304483

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 62

Name of registered person Early Beginnings Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532087

Telephone number 01273 561100

Date of previous inspection 21 July 2021

Information about this early years setting

Bear's House Nursery registered in 2017 and is situated in Brighton, East Sussex. It 
is open from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, for 51 weeks of the year. The 
nursery employs eight members of staff. The nursery is in receipt of funding to 
provide free early education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Pippa Clark
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The deputy manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all 
areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual and the manager about the 
leadership and management of the setting.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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