
Inspection of Brook Farm Children's 
Nursery
Brook Farm, Harden Road, Barnoldswick BB18 6TS

Inspection date: 8 August 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are confident and settled in this welcoming nursery. Staff know the 
children well and are always on hand to provide cuddles and comfort. Staff help 
the children learn about different cultures in a meaningful way. They design 
activities based around children's heritage and holiday experiences. For example, 
children create unique works of art to depict specific plants. Children recall that the 
flower is a thistle and know it comes from Scotland. At other times, staff gather 
meaningful information from parents to celebrate significant cultural events, which 
helps children to learn about different cultures.

Children delight in exploring the natural environment, supported by attentive staff. 
Children recall the important facts, taught to them by staff, about how plants and 
vegetables grow. They identify the peas they planted and know when berries are 
ready to be picked. They correctly identify herbs, such as mint and sage, from their 
scent, and they shout, 'We are digging for treasure', as they unearth new potatoes 
to be cooked in the nursery kitchen. Children show their comfort with, and respect 
for, the natural world as they gently pick up spiders, watching them move across 
their hands. Others identify the sound of a grasshopper and search to locate it in 
the garden.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff ensure that the nursery is a clean and well-maintained environment for 
children. They talk to children about the importance of aspects of personal care, 
such as washing hands before eating and good oral hygiene. The food provided 
is healthy and nutritious, with lots of fresh fruit and vegetables. This contributes 
to children's good health. However, staff do not always model good practice 
themselves. For example, during the inspection, staff were observed to wipe 
children's noses and move on to another task without washing their own hands. 
This poses a potential risk of cross-infection to children.

n Leaders are able to articulate the intended curriculum for the nursery and what 
they hope children will learn. However, they have more to do in supporting the 
staff team to enhance the quality of its interactions with children in order to 
strengthen the quality of education provided. For example, there are instances 
where learning experiences do not always provide sufficient challenge for 
children. 

n Parents talk positively about their children's experiences at nursery. The talk 
about the respectful relationships with their child's key person and the useful 
information they receive to support progress. They praise the personalisation of 
what children learn. Parents are clear about the difference the nursery has made 
to their children, especially the social skills they develop, their improved 
confidence, their love of the natural world, and their enjoyment of being active 
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outdoors.
n Staff compliment the leadership team for supporting their well-being. They 

explain that the manageable workload ensures they have sufficient time to 
support the children in their care, strengthening the quality of care they provide. 
They explain that leaders are always on hand to support them, both in and out 
of work.

n Children are actively engaged in their learning throughout the day, as activities 
draw and maintain their interests. Staff follow these interests, introducing new 
vocabulary. For example, when children pour water on a slope, they imagine it 
to be a river they have created. Staff introduce words such as 'flow' to expand 
children's vocabulary. This contributes to the good development of children's 
communication and language skills.

n Staff act as good role models for children in relation to their use of good 
manners and their consideration for others. As a result, children are consistently 
kind towards each other. When children need to take turns during activities, 
they patiently wait, saying, 'Can I now?', when they would like their opportunity 
to join in.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

During the inspection, it was confirmed that a child had previously sustained an 
injury at the nursery, requiring hospital treatment. This was as a result of 
weaknesses in risk assessment procedures at the time of the incident. Leaders 
have since taken action to deploy staff more effectively and strengthen risk 
assessments to limit the likelihood of recurrence. Leaders, therefore, now ensure 
that the nursery premises is always a safe and secure environment for children. 
Staff know the action to take should they be worried about a child, and they are 
alert to indicators of abuse. They are equally confident in the action to take if they 
are concerned about the conduct of a colleague. Ongoing training and 
development has been maintained to keep knowledge up to date. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen hygiene practices to reduce the risk of cross-infection
n enhance professional development arrangements to help staff deliver a highly 

ambitious curriculum for all children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY465918

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10305715

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 75

Number of children on roll 86

Name of registered person Wilson, Richard John

Registered person unique 
reference number RP516614

Telephone number 01282 841221

Date of previous inspection 21 January 2019

Information about this early years setting

Brook Farm Children's Nursery re-registered in 2013 under new ownership with a 
private individual. The nursery opens five days a week, from 8am to 6pm, 
excluding bank holidays and a week at Christmas. It employs 25 members of 
childcare staff, including the manager, 24 of whom hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 2 to 6, and one member of staff is unqualified.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Richard Sutcliffe
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The manager showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they ensure 
it is safe and suitable.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at nursery.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 
of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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