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What is it like to attend this school?

At Beckley, pupils are welcoming and happy. Everyone belongs here. Leaders want
pupils to be ‘well-rounded, thoughtful and kind’, and they are. Relationships are built
on the school’s values of kindness, courage and responsibility. Pupils feel safe and
are safe.

Teachers expect good behaviour from pupils. Across the school, pupils follow the
school rules and routines well. Pupils understand the difference between being
unkind and bullying. Both are rare at this school. If any unkind behaviour occurs,
leaders have clear systems in place to handle it. Pupils, including those with special
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), feel confident talking to any adult in
school about their worries.

The school’s motto of ‘Soar on Wings Like Eagles’, shows how determined leaders
are for pupils to reach their highest potential. One pupil explained that it means:
‘Always aim for the top and be the best you can be.” Leaders have designed an
ambitious curriculum that provides opportunities for pupils to achieve this.

The curriculum includes many hands-on experiences. For example, in history pupils
enjoy trips where they carry out historical re-enactments. Year 6 pupils look forward
to their residential trip to Wales. Furthermore, pupils enjoy showcasing their learning
to parents through class ‘learning galleries’.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

Leaders have recently reviewed the curriculum to ensure that pupils learn a broad
range of subjects. All pupils enjoy this refreshed curriculum. They are motivated and
excited to learn. This means very little time is wasted in class due to off-task
behaviour. If pupils get too excited, teachers bring them back on track quickly.

In most subjects, leaders have identified clearly the knowledge and skills that they
want pupils to learn. A clear sequence of learning enables pupils to build knowledge
systematically and remember their learning well. However, in a small number of
subjects, the important knowledge that pupils need to remember is not yet precisely
mapped out. In these subjects, pupils do not learn as well as they could.

Leaders have selected materials well to support teachers’ knowledge and delivery of
most curriculum subjects. In some subjects, for example mathematics and
computing, teachers’ clear understanding of how pupils learn enables them to check
pupils” understanding effectively. In these subjects, teachers check what pupils know
and do not know, identifying and addressing knowledge gaps promptly. This
provides a strong basis for pupils’ learning as they move through the school. As a
result, pupils, including those in Reception and those with SEND, achieve well in
these subjects.
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However, in a minority of subjects, teachers do not yet check pupils’ understanding
as effectively. Before starting new learning, too many assumptions are made about
what pupils already know. This causes pupils to learn in a disjointed way and leaves
gaps in pupils’ knowledge. Additionally, some subjects could be strengthened by
leaders further considering the exact knowledge that pupils will learn.

Some pupils require more support than others to access the curriculum. The
ambition for these pupils is no less than for other pupils. Teachers know each pupil
well, enabling quick identification of any additional needs. This means that any
support needed is quickly put in place, which helps pupils with SEND to succeed.

In early years, adults have a good understanding of how children learn. High-quality
interactions between adults and children help children to develop and use language
confidently. Children take pride in their achievements and support one another when
they find things challenging, for example on the monkey bars. Children access all
areas of learning that link to their current topic. They enjoy listening to stories and
looking at books.

Leaders prioritise reading. Children learn phonics right from the start of Reception
using a well-structured approach. During phonics lessons adults check how much
pupils remember and provide support when needed. The books pupils read match
the sounds they know. This helps pupils learn to read with fluency and
comprehension quickly. In addition, leaders and teachers choose books for pupils in
all year groups that introduce new words. These books also help pupils learn about
people, communities and events beyond the school.

Leaders ensure there are many opportunities to enhance pupils’ personal
development. Pupils eagerly embrace opportunities to contribute to their school,
such as becoming monitors or being elected for leadership roles like the eco-
committee. Nearly all pupils, including those with SEND and those who are
disadvantaged, participate in the wide variety of clubs offered. The Choir is
particularly popular and pupils enjoy singing in events like the 'Big Sing'.

The governing body knows the school and community well. Leaders, including the
governing body, have considered and reduced staff workload. Staff, including those
who are at the start of their careers, appreciate the support they receive from all
leaders and the multi-academy trust.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Ensuring the safety of pupils is a top priority at this school. Staff receive thorough
training and know how to report concerns and follow up on them. Safeguarding
leaders promptly and appropriately address raised concerns. They work effectively
with other agencies to provide families with the support they need.
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Pupils know how to stay safe both on and offline, such as road safety and water
safety. They also learn about personal space, consent and the right to say no.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

m In a few subjects, leaders have not sequenced the exact knowledge pupils need
to learn clearly enough. This means that learning activities do not build on pupils’
previous knowledge consistently well. Leaders need to identify the precise
knowledge that pupils must learn and when they need to learn it in all subjects.

m In the foundation subjects, leaders have not developed an effective approach to
checking what learning pupils know at the start of a unit of work. As a result,
teachers do not have a clear picture of prior gaps in pupils’ knowledge, so cannot
always support pupils to learn well. Leaders need to ensure that assessment is
effective in identifying these gaps in pupils’ knowledge so that teachers can
address these swiftly and effectively before introducing new content.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government

pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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Oxfordshire
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Kirsten Robinson
Rhiannon Wilkie
www.beckleyschool.org

Not previously inspected

m Beckley Church of England Primary School converted to become an academy in
April 2019. When its predecessor school, Beckley Church of England Primary
School, was last inspected by Ofsted it was judged to be good overall.

B This is a Church of England school. The most recent section 48 inspection took

place in January 2020.

W The school is part of the River Learning Trust.

W There is a breakfast club and an after-school club for pupils who attend the

school.

B The school does not currently use any alternative provision.

Information about this inspection

The inspectors carried out this graded inspection under section 5 of the Education

Act 2005.
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This was the first routine inspection the school has received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders
and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the school.

Inspectors met with the headteacher, other leaders, members of staff, a
representative from the River Learning Trust, and two members of the governing
body. An inspector also held a telephone discussion with the chair of the board of
trustees.

Inspectors considered the 27 responses to the online survey, Ofsted Parent View,
and parents’ written responses.

Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics,
geography and computing. For each deep dive, inspectors met with subject
leaders, looked at curriculum plans, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to
teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and looked at samples of
pupils” work.

Inspectors also looked at pupils’ books, curriculum plans and spoke to leaders
about some other subjects.

Inspectors looked at the school’s own evaluation and development plans.

Inspectors spoke to parents and staff about the school’s work to keep pupils safe.
They also met with pupils and considered a range of safeguarding documentation.

Inspection team

Clare Haines, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector

Claire Britnell Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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