
Inspection of Painters Cottage Day 
Nursery
2 Post Office Lane, Worcester, Worcestershire WR5 3NS

Inspection date: 16 August 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive at this warm, welcoming, and friendly nursery ready to join in with 
their chosen play. Children excitedly greet their friends and happily include them in 
their play. Babies snuggle with staff and accept reassurance when they are feeling 
tired or in need of comfort. This helps them to feel safe and secure. Toddlers learn 
to take care of their own needs. They learn to feed themselves at mealtimes using 
their knife and fork and begin to manage their own toileting needs. Pre-school 
children demonstrate curiosity in their learning. For example, when a wasp is seen, 
some children become confused between a wasp and a bee. Children confidently 
approach staff to ask them the difference between these before returning to their 
friends to confirm that it is a wasp rather than a bee. 

Children's behaviour is good. They share toys and resources. Children readily use 
good manners, saying please and thank you as their food is served to them during 
mealtimes. Children of all ages are keen to engage in play with staff and their 
friends. They are well supported by staff throughout the day. As a result, children 
are learning new skills and are well prepared for their future learning, including 
their eventual move to school. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The quality of teaching is good. Staff use their observations and assessments of 
children to keep them informed of what children need to learn next. Staff have a 
clear learning intention for adult-led activities. However, on occasion, staff do 
not always fully explain to children what is expected of them, hindering their 
ability to fully join in with the activity from the very beginning. 

n Children's communication and language skills are promoted particularly well. 
Staff working with babies babble back to their emerging attempts at speech. 
They introduce new words for children to listen to and attempt to repeat. 
Toddlers excitedly join in with familiar songs and rhymes. Older children enjoy 
listening to well-read stories, joining in with familiar phrases. Pre-school children 
are confident communicators. They readily engage with visitors, telling them 
what they enjoy about their nursery. 

n Children of all ages thoroughly enjoy the time they spend outdoors. Babies 
explore their own space, where they have opportunities to gain new physical 
skills, such as climbing the steps to the slide. Toddlers and pre-school children 
enjoy negotiating space as they ride around the garden on trikes and scooters. 
They giggle with excitement as they learn to balance on the steppingstones to 
avoid falling into the 'crocodile infested water' below them. 

n Staff act as good role models to children. They offer children gentle and age-
appropriate reminders about the rules of the nursery, which children respond to 
well. Children listen and follow instructions as they learn to follow rules that 
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keep them safe. For example, children walk in single file and hold onto the 
handrail as they walk up and down the stairs.

n Parents are extremely happy with the nursery. They say that the staff are 
'brilliant'. Parents appreciate the regular updates they receive through the online 
app and the daily discussions during handover and collection times. They 
appreciate the progress their children are making and express how well the staff 
have helped to prepare them for their move to school. 

n Children enjoy home-cooked meals prepared by the nursery cook. These are 
prepared with children's individual dietary needs in mind. Children understand 
the importance of following good handwashing routines. They readily wash their 
hands before mealtimes and after using the toilet. Children's good health is 
further promoted through daily opportunities to be physically active, both 
indoors and outdoors.  

n The manager works closely with the staff team. This means she consistently 
observes the quality of teaching. She provides staff with ongoing support and 
with opportunities to discuss their roles and responsibilities. Staff express how 
valued and supported they feel in their roles. They say that the manager is a 
great support to them, both professionally and personally. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have a clear understanding of how to keep children safe. They 
use risk assessments to ensure that the environment remains safe and suitable. 
They supervise children well. Staff are aware of the procedures to follow should 
they have concerns about children's welfare. They can identify the signs and 
symptoms of abuse and neglect. Staff are confident about the procedure to follow 
should they have concerns about the conduct of a colleague. Recruitment 
procedures are robust. Effective induction procedures are in place to ensure that 
new staff are aware of their roles and responsibilities. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n help children to understand what staff what them to learn during activities so 
that they can be fully engaged in their learning from the very beginning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY560859

Local authority Worcestershire

Inspection number 10306932

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 42

Number of children on roll 66

Name of registered person Little Geniuses Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP560858

Telephone number 07852251451

Date of previous inspection 4 June 2021

Information about this early years setting

Painters Cottage Day Nursery registered in 2018. The nursery is located in the 
Kempsey area of Worcester. The nursery operates Monday to Friday, from 7.30am 
to 6pm, all year round. There are 10 members of childcare staff employed. Of 
these, seven members of staff hold appropriate qualifications at level 3. The 
nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Tompkin
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager to understand how 
the setting operates and how the curriculum is organised.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the nursery manager.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection. She spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 
views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 
staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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