
Inspection of Buttercups at Chalfont
Buttercups, The Lodge, Chalfont Park, GERRARDS CROSS, Buckinghamshire SL9 
0GA

Inspection date: 8 August 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish and succeed in this exceptional nursery. They are eager to come 
in and greet their friends and practitioners. Children are ready and excited to start 
their day and are incredibly independent. Practitioners provide the time and space 
children need to explore and engage in well-established routines. Children are 
familiar and confident in these and initiate their own learning from their chosen 
activities.

Children become highly engrossed in activities. They benefit from excellent support 
to learn through exploration and discovery, recalling and applying what they have 
previously learned in the nursery. For example, children independently choose 
mathematical resources and persevere for long periods of time to create and work 
out simple sums. This child-centred learning very successfully promotes high levels 
of self-esteem. In addition, children are fascinated by the expertly planned and 
implemented adult-led activities. For example, they speak with tremendous 
confidence about their local community and their place in the wider world.

Behaviour is exemplary, and the leadership team promotes positive relationships 
among the children, parents and practitioners that reflect a mutually respectful 
culture within the nursery. Practitioners are highly skilled and trained in providing 
opportunities that promote children's curiosity. They support and guide children, 
offering challenging questions that successfully provoke children's interests. 

Aims for young children are equally ambitious. They use various equipment with 
increasing confidence as they learn to balance, climb and cruise, using their bodies 
to explore activities in the room. They enjoy sharing 'family' books that hold photos 
and information about their family and important people in their lives. They proudly 
share these books with practitioners and their friends, pointing to those in the 
pictures and using simple vocabulary to describe who they are.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have a comprehensive vision of the challenging curriculum they offer. 
They share this well with practitioners, using effective assessment to plan 
activities that build on what children already know and can do and skilfully 
extend learning. Practitioners introduce new and exciting vocabulary and many 
lively discussions to promote communication and language skills. For example, 
children learn about water, soil and air and that these make up the earth. 
Practitioners teach children about where they live and the wider context. 
Children confidently name the town, country and continent they live in. They are 
proud to announce that there are seven continents altogether.

n Practitioners have in depth-knowledge and understanding of how children learn 
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and the sequence in which they learn. They know the children exceptionally 
well, which enables them to plan learning opportunities that are meaningful and 
engaging. Practitioners instinctively know when to intervene to support 
children's learning and when to stand back to allow self-directed learning. When 
practitioners interact with children, they are skilled at doing so without stopping 
their play. Practitioners actively observe and listen to children, offering new 
ideas to extend and challenge their thinking.

n Practitioners ensure that children are more than ready for each transition as 
they move through the nursery and on to school. Children are equipped with the 
skills and resilience they need for each transition. They learn what is expected of 
them when they start school. All children are confident to make their own 
choices about their learning and care for their own personal needs, such as 
dressing themselves. This supports their growing confidence and self-esteem.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are especially well 
supported by highly motivated and skilled practitioners. Their opportunities at 
the nursery are thoughtfully planned to ensure all children feel safe and secure. 
Practitioners take time to provide individual targeted support that promotes 
communication and engagement in chosen activities based on the individual 
interests and needs of the children.

n Highly effective partnership with parents has a significant impact on children's 
emotional well-being and the progress that they make in their learning and 
development. Practitioners develop detailed plans, alongside parents and other 
agencies, to ensure that all children make the best possible progress. Staff 
identify areas of interest and development and share these effectively with 
parents to support further learning at home. Parents value this guidance and 
positively comment on the progress their children make during their time at the 
nursery. 

n Leaders are incredibly supportive of their team. They strive to continuously 
review practice through supervisions. These are used to drive improvements and 
ongoing professional development. Practitioners feel valued and embrace 
opportunities to learn new skills. These skills are shared across the team to 
embed into everyday practice. Staff morale is high, creating a very happy and 
positive learning environment for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The leadership team promotes and creates a culture of safeguarding through 
prioritising the safety of children. Regular discussions and training ensure that staff 
are confident in recognising when a child might be at risk of harm. Robust 
recruitment procedures are in place to ensure the ongoing suitability of those 
working with children. Practitioners are knowledgeable of the signs and indicators 
of abuse and understand their role and responsibility to safeguard children. 
Practitioners know the process for reporting concerns and the procedures to follow 
if they have a concern about the conduct of a colleague.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY428491

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10298712

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 70

Number of children on roll 82

Name of registered person Buttercups Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP530673

Telephone number 01753482510

Date of previous inspection 1 August 2019

Information about this early years setting

Buttercups at Chalfont opened in 2008. The nursery operates in Chalfont St Peter, 
Gerrards Cross, Buckinghamshire. It opens each weekday, from 7.30am to 6pm, all 
year round, except for Christmas and bank holidays. The nursery receives funding 
to provide free early education to children aged two, three and four years. The 
setting employs 20 members of staff. Of these, 16 hold appropriate early years 
qualifications from level 2 to level 7. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Robinson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector carried out a learning walk and talked about the 
curriculum intent.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the 
impact on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection.
n The inspector gathered the views of parents and took these into account.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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