
Inspection of Grapevine Nursery 
Limited
Grapevine Nursery, 421 London Road, Sheffield S2 4HJ

Inspection date: 16 August 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children make a strong start to their learning in this very caring and stimulating 
nursery. They make good progress overall throughout their time in nursery. They 
are well prepared for the next stage of their learning, such as starting school. 
Parents appreciate the positive impact staff have on children's developing 
confidence and social skills. For example, babies are helped to build strong bonds 
with the experienced staff and settle well into the nursery's daily routines. Children 
learn to work independently and in groups and build lasting friendships. Staff make 
good use of their knowledge of children's interests and abilities to plan for their 
learning. For instance, children develop their memory, concentration and 
vocabulary as they try to identify the hidden item from a collection of seaside 
objects, such as flippers, goggles and sun cream.

Children feel safe and learn to behave very well and show concern for each other. 
They rise to staff's consistently high expectations and use words such as 'please', 
'thank you' and 'excuse me' as they go about their tasks. For instance, they help 
each other to slice and prepare fruit for their healthy snacks. Children learn to play 
safely but adventurously as, for example, they confidently clamber on the netting 
of their climbing tower or ride their vehicles together.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The very experienced and well-qualified manager provides passionate and well-
informed leadership. She is well supported by her deputy, and they lead an 
established and very committed staff team. The manager carefully reviews the 
effectiveness of the nursery and draws on the views of children, staff and 
parents to develop teaching and learning continuously. 

n Staff encourage children to develop a positive enjoyment of books overall. For 
example, staff encourage babies to look at farmyard books as they sing 'Old 
MacDonald Had a Farm' and play with toy animals. Staff read stories well. 
However, staff have not fully developed planning to ensure that children's 
experience of books is systematically built on as they progress through nursery 
to support the richest language development and knowledge of the world.

n Staff work well together to plan an exciting curriculum that supports children to 
strongly build the skills for their future learning. They support children to build 
on their skills to recall and retain their learning experiences. For example, 
children review their play at the end of each session and record their learning 
experiences using stickers, pictures and mark making in their daily diaries.

n Staff introduce children to new words as they play, listen to songs and engage in 
creative activities. For example, staff help children to describe the texture of the 
play dough they make together. Children explain that they need to add more 
flour or water to make the mixture more or less 'squishy' and 'squeezy'. The 
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staff work closely with parents to help babies listen to and join in songs and 
rhymes that introduce them to new language skills and vocabulary. They further 
support children's language development through specific learning programmes, 
such as Makaton.

n Staff promote children's awareness of numbers and their early mathematical 
skills well as they progress through nursery. They take many opportunities to 
count and sing number songs as, for example, children play with their farm 
animals or sort toy vehicles by colour or size. Older children learn to solve simple 
mathematical problems, for instance, they can identify that if they have two 
objects, they need three more to make five. They recognise and name different 
shapes in their environment.

n Children learn to be self-aware, independent and well behaved. Staff are 
excellent role models. They take time to listen to children and support them 
through praise and gentle guidance to recognise and manage their own 
emotions. Children learn to listen to others and take turns as they play games 
together and share their toys.

n Parents are proud to send their children to the nursery and strongly recommend 
it to other parents. Parents particularly comment on the successful start children 
make when they move on to school. They feel they receive a very good range of 
useful information on their children's achievements as well as guidance and 
support.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge of the signs that children may be at risk of abuse or 
neglect. They understand how to record and report their concerns. The designated 
safeguarding lead regularly checks and updates their knowledge through staff 
meetings, training and further discussions. Staff know the relevant agencies to 
inform to make sure that the correct, and timely, action is taken. They have a 
positive understanding of a range of safeguarding concerns, including protecting 
children from extreme views. Staff are vigilant and ensure that children play in a 
safe and secure environment, indoors and outside.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the planning further to help children build progressively on their 
enjoyment of books to support the highest levels of language development and 
understanding of the world.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY496965

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 10295589

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 47

Number of children on roll 10

Name of registered person Grapevine Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908003

Telephone number 0114 2558881

Date of previous inspection 18 December 2017

Information about this early years setting

Grapevine Nursery Limited registered in 2015 and is situated in the Heeley area of 
Sheffield. The setting employs five members of childcare staff. All hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3 or above, including the manager, who holds 
qualified teacher status. The setting opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, 
except for bank holidays and a week at Christmas. Sessions are from 7.30am to 
6pm. The setting provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-
old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Andrew Clark
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children during the inspection.
n The inspector conducted a learning walk with the manager to review children's 

learning experiences. 
n The inspector discussed the management and organisation of the nursery with 

the manager and deputy manager and reviewed relevant documents.
n The manager and the inspector conducted a joint observation of children's 

activities.
n The inspector spoke to parents and read their written comments to ascertain 

their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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