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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children eagerly look forward to their time at the holiday camp. They are keen to 
arrive and meet the friends that they have made while attending the camp. Staff 
warmly greet children, and the children are happy to see them. Staff use 
information provided by parents to plan an exciting range of activities based on 
children's interests. As a result, children are thoroughly engaged throughout the 
day. Staff support children to make new friendships and ensure that all children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, are included. 
Children have daily opportunities to be physically active. They climb on equipment 
and negotiate obstacles, closely supervised by staff. Children tell the inspector that 
they really enjoy the swimming.

Staff have high expectations for children's behaviour. They praise children for being 
polite and kind to each other and encourage them to help with tasks, such as 
tidying away. Children behave extremely well. They are confident and have good 
social skills. Children enjoy spending time with the staff, who get to know them 
well in a very short time. They feel valued and listened to as staff engage them in 
meaningful discussions, eager to find out more about them. Children are happy 
and feel safe and secure at the camp.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Parents say that they are very happy with the service the camp provides. They 
comment that the team is highly professional, and that communication is 
excellent. Parents mention that their children cannot wait to arrive at the camp 
and are reluctant to leave because they have had so much fun. They feel that 
the staff team are approachable and cater for their children's individual needs 
and that their children are safe and secure.

n There is a strong leadership team, who give good support to the staff. 
Professional opportunities are given to staff who want to develop further. Staff 
report that the camp is a very rewarding workplace and that they feel valued 
and listened to as they make suggestions to improve activities. The Head Office 
provide ample training and an extensive amount of support to ensure that staff 
are capable and feel confident in their roles.

n Staff encourage children at every opportunity to think about the benefits to their 
bodies of healthy food. Children have a strong awareness of a healthy lifestyle. 
They tell the inspector it is important to drink water and eat healthily 'to give 
you energy'. 

n Children are motivated to investigate and to try new things. They demonstrate 
good levels of concentration. For example, young children persevere when trying 
to use scissors to cut paper. They show a clear sense of achievement when they 
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are successful, saying, 'Snip, snip, look. I did it.'  Equally, older children cannot 
contain their excitement when they are successful at reaching the top of the 
climbing wall. 

n Children benefit from skilful interactions provided by staff. They contribute to 
stories that staff read to them during quiet time. Staff ask appropriate open-
ended questions and children discuss topics, such as where different animal 
species live in the world. A key strength of the camp is how well children learn 
about how to stay safe in a variety of situations. For example, children know 
that they must always be in sight of an adult and when eating they must sit 
down to help prevent choking. Children take part in fire drills and can explain 
that playing near deep water can be dangerous. They wait to be supervised on 
the zip wire.

n There is a wide range of activities available to children, both indoors and 
outdoors. Children are given periods for free play to choose their own activities. 
Staff listen to what children would like to do and integrate new ideas into 
activities. Children thoroughly enjoy the physical aspects of the camp. Staff take 
into consideration children's well-being. They ensure that quiet times are offered 
throughout the day, so children can engage in craft activities, reading books and 
finding out more about their new friends.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are fully aware of their roles and responsibilities to protect children in their 
care from any form of harm. Leaders and staff undertake regular safeguarding 
training to help them recognise the signs and symptoms of when a child may be at 
risk of abuse. Staff know how to report their concerns about the welfare of a child. 
They are aware of the dangers of extreme views and behaviours and know the 
actions to take should they become concerned about the conduct of a colleague.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY486445

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10280358

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 14

Total number of places 114

Number of children on roll 439

Name of registered person The Ultimate Activity Company Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901335

Telephone number 0330 111 7077

Date of previous inspection 17 August 2017

Information about this early years setting

Ultimate Activity Camps At Handcross Park School registered in 2015 and is one of 
several holiday camps operated by The Ultimate Activity Company Ltd. The 
provider employs six members of staff who work with children in the early years 
age range. Of these, three staff members hold qualified teacher status. The camp 
opens during school holidays from 8am until 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Lambert
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the holiday camp received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the camp. 

n The inspector held regular discussions with the manager and the staff. 
n The inspector spoke to children and parents during the inspection and took 

account of parent's views of the camp.
n Children's play and activities were observed in all areas used by the children and 

the inspector viewed the inside and outside premises.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation. This included evidence of staff 

suitability to work with children and paediatric first-aid certificates.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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