
Inspection of Shooting Stars Nursery 
School Kempshott Village
Kempshott Village Hall, Pack Lane, Basingstoke RG22 5HN

Inspection date: 10 August 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children welcome others into their play and happily decide on their roles in their 
game. They share out the musical instruments, telling each other their favourite 
things. Children ask their friends politely to pass items to them and quickly locate 
the object. They learn to manage their own needs and access their water bottles 
independently. They receive effective support from staff to dress and undress 
themselves with the role-play clothes. This helps them to succeed at their chosen 
task, such as removing their princess dress. Children also help each other, showing 
great kindness, and they know what this means. Children understand that 'reaching 
for the stars' means that they can do anything and that sometimes they may need 
help, but their aim is to succeed. 

The environment is set out to enable children to self-select and lead their play. 
Children move freely between the areas, including the outdoors. This enables 
siblings to spend time with each other and children to learn about caring for those 
younger than themselves. Children learn about mutual respect and give their 
consent to staff. For example, staff are respectful and ask children if they can 
change their nappy or help to clean their face. There is a clear intention for the 
curriculum that staff develop together, depending on the cohort of children 
attending. The area manager oversees the effectiveness of the curriculum and 
there are plans in process to build on this through having a member of staff taking 
the lead.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership team is strong and has a well-defined vision for the nursery. 
Leaders have a drive to continually improve the quality of care and education for 
children and their families. There is an effective system for the continual 
development of staff, including training to gain qualifications and enhance those 
already achieved. 

n Some staff skilfully extend children's play and learning through effective 
teaching. For example, they explore how they can make different sounds with 
their musical instruments. However, some staff are less confident in how they 
can support children during their interactions with them while planning 
spontaneously around individual children's interests.

n Children develop a keen interest in literacy. They make up stories using their 
imaginations and from recalling information from books they have read 
previously. Staff help them to record their stories, bringing in words such as 
'scribe' and explaining what this means. They explore how they would feel 
during the story if its events happened to them, such as the wolf jumping out on 
them. 

n Children thoroughly enjoy outdoor play and spend plenty of time in the garden 
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area. They learn to climb and balance safely on the obstacle course. Children 
delight in making different colours from paint. They develop their understanding 
of the colours they can make from the three primary colours, enhancing their 
skills in readiness for the move on to school.

n Overall, staff know their key children well. However, staff are not always as 
secure in their knowledge of the next steps in learning for children who are not 
in their key group. When asked what the learning intentions are for specific 
children, they are less confident. This does not always further enhance children's 
skills and enable them to move on more rapidly in the sequence of learning.

n Staff support children's early communication and language development 
successfully. For example, they use simple signing to aid children's 
understanding and enjoyment of songs. This also enables children to learn and 
use other ways to communicate and share what they want to do next. 

n Parents report that their children enjoy attending the setting. They comment 
that they are fully aware of their children's learning and development, through 
discussions with staff and also the online system. Parents say that their children 
make good progress, especially in their communication and language skills.

n There is clear inclusion of and support for children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. Staff work with other professionals to ensure that they 
make prompt referrals to put early health care plans in place and seek additional 
guidance. This enables all children to make clear developmental progress. Staff 
make effective use of additional funding to help them meet children's learning 
needs and styles.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know the procedures to follow in the event of a child protection concern 
about a child or adult. They know to refer initial concerns to the management team 
and to invoke the whistle-blowing procedure, if needed. Staff risk assess 
successfully and provide children with gentle reminders about their own safety and 
that of others. They give children explanations for their actions, which enables 
children to develop their understanding of actions and consequences. Children 
learn how to assess risk in the environment, such as when they visit the local play 
park. This increases their knowledge of how to remain safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff's awareness of what children need to learn next when they are 
interacting with children

n build on staff's teaching skills when they are interacting with a mixed-age group 
of children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2673671

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10306259

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 27

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Shooting Stars Nursery School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2567475

Telephone number 07542276414

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Shooting Stars Nursery School Kempshott Village registered in 2022 and is in 
Basingstoke, Hampshire. The nursery employs 12 members of staff. Of these, 
seven hold appropriate early years qualifications, including one who has qualified 
teacher status. The nursery is open from Monday to Friday, for 50 weeks of the 
year, from 8am to 5pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Helen Penticost
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The area manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the area manager.
n The inspector spoke with staff and interacted with children.
n Parents shared their views about the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 

the premises.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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