
Inspection of Smalley Childcare
St John The Baptist Church Hall, Main Road, Smalley, Derbyshire DE7 6EF

Inspection date: 15 August 2023

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

This family-run holiday club lies at the heart of the local community. Staff 
encourage children to have a strong sense of their community and beyond. For 
example, staff and children collect litter in the local area, helping to keep the 
environment clean. Children know to wear gloves and use the tools to help keep 
themselves safe. Staff and children fundraise for local causes by hosting family 
events, such as cake sales and quiz nights. Children who speak a different 
language are encouraged to share their additional language skills. For example, 
they teach children and staff words and phrases in their home languages. This 
prompts children's discussion about different countries and the languages people 
speak. 

Staff have close bonds with the children and warmly greet them. On arrival, 
children quickly become immersed in a wide range of activities and experiences 
that staff have carefully planned. Children show a strong sense of belonging. They 
communicate with one another, take turns and follow instructions. Staff encourage 
children to play board games and complete jigsaws together. Children immerse 
themselves in their chosen tasks. They enjoy completing a large jigsaw together, 
deciding which piece goes where. One child suggests using the picture to help 
them, and with careful precision and dexterity, the children follow this to fit the 
pieces together. Children are confident in their skills and are happy to share their 
achievements as they say, 'Teamwork makes the dream work'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider, who is also the club manager, is passionate about supporting staff 
to understand their roles and responsibilities. For example, staff attend training, 
such as first aid and food hygiene. The manager is keen for staff to explore 
other professional development opportunities to help them gain new skills and 
ideas. The staff team work together effectively and provide strong continuity of 
care for the children and their families.

n The manager builds on staff strengths to benefit the children. For example, staff 
who have an interest in sport use their skills to help children learn the rules of 
football and cricket. Children have a can-do attitude and are keen to try new 
things.

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents express how much their children 
enjoy attending and are eager to tell them about the activities they enjoy. They 
speak highly of the staff and appreciate the high-quality care their children 
receive. In addition, parents value the work that staff do within the community. 
One parent comments, 'If there were more people like this, the world would be 
a better place.' 
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n Children are supported to understand their feelings and emotions. For example, 
the staff help the children to design a poster about positivity. They talk with 
children about their feelings and sensitively discuss how to be kind and 
considerate to others. Children describe what makes them feel happy. These 
conversations help children understand and regulate their emotions.

n The manager uses the children's responses to shape the activities provided. For 
example, staff regularly ask children which activities they have enjoyed. This 
information helps the staff to plan and extend activities to interest children. 
Children behave well and listen and respond to adults. Staff involve children in 
developing the club rules. This encourages children's sense of responsibility and 
helps them remind each other about ways to behave. 

n Children receive encouragement from staff to lead a healthy lifestyle. Staff 
provide a good range of healthy snacks. Children independently wash their 
hands before eating and actively discuss the benefits of healthy food. They have 
opportunities to be energetic in the outdoor area. In addition, they access quiet 
and comfortable spaces to rest and relax. 

n Staff provide activities that children of all ages can join in and enjoy together. 
For example, children concentrate as they create using clay. Older children add 
detail to their creations and keenly show the younger children different 
techniques to help them make patterns. In addition, during a game of bingo, 
older children help younger children to find large numbers on their game board. 
Children are kind and considerate to each other. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff understand their roles and responsibilities to safeguard children. They attend 
regular safeguarding training to keep their knowledge up to date. Staff are 
confident in recognising the signs and symptoms that indicate a child is at risk of 
abuse or neglect. They know to report concerns about a child's welfare or the 
conduct of adults working with children. Staff recognise local safeguarding 
concerns, such as grooming, county lines and the 'Prevent' duty. Risk assessments 
are completed by staff to ensure the premises are safe for children and all hold 
first-aid qualifications. This helps to keep children safe. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2615735

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10263596

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Paget, Linda

Registered person unique 
reference number 2507758

Telephone number 07805797022

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Smalley Childcare registered in 2020 and is located in Smalley, Derbyshire. The 
club employs five members of staff. Of these, three hold a recognised early years 
qualification at level 3. The club opens Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 6pm, 
during all school holidays.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracy Hopkins
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the provider.

n The manager showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they ensure 
they are safe and suitable. 

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children. 
n The inspector spoke to a small number of parents during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the club.
n The inspector talked to the staff and the children at appropriate times during the 

inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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