
Inspection of Charnwood Day Nursery 
and Preschool
120 Charnwood Road, Shepshed, Loughborough LE12 9NP

Inspection date: 7 August 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive eager to play and use their imagination in the home-from-home 
environment created by the staff. They have strong bonds with all staff and go to 
them for guidance or reassurance when they need it. Children confidently share 
their ideas and invite friends to join in their chosen play. They share paintbrushes, 
water and mud to draw and make marks on the fence. Children develop their hand 
muscles and grip while copying the letters and shapes staff draw. They learn the 
properties of different shapes, such as triangles having three sides, and the first 
letters of their name. Children are highly motivated by the staff's praise and keen 
to try things for themselves. When they run out of water to use, children 
independently take their pots to the outside tap and work together to fill them up 
and carry them carefully back to the fence. Children excitedly giggle as they follow 
staff instructions to paint as high and as quickly as they can. They proudly show 
each other and staff their creations, asking, 'Look at mine!'

Children behave extremely well and understand what staff expect of them during 
the day, including using their manners. From a young age, they develop their skills 
and understanding as they follow the daily routines staff put in place. Children in 
the baby room help put resources away when they have finished playing and know 
to move and sit at the table waiting patiently for their lunch. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The staff know the children and their families well, including what interests the 
children have. They assess what children know and can do, supporting them 
with what they need to learn next and addressing any gaps in their learning. 
This includes children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and 
those who speak English as an additional language. 

n Staff encourage children to share the experiences they enjoy at home and use 
this to inform the planned activities. For example, children discuss enjoying 
listening to music by different bands. Staff encourage them to share this 
information with friends and create their own band. They help them to find 
items to use as instruments and build a stage out of pieces of wood. Children 
laugh as they develop their musicality and physical skills, as they bang objects 
with sticks to imitate drums and symbols.  

n Staff plan a wide range of activities for all children based on the skills and 
knowledge they want them to learn next. They help children take carefully 
planned risks in their play, such as building using real hammers. Staff teach 
them what appropriate safety equipment they must wear, such as goggles, and 
why they must check their surroundings to ensure that it is safe to start. They 
help children to develop deep concentration and perseverance, as they learn to 
hold nails and hit them straight with a hammer before pulling elastic bands tight 
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between the two. However, some staff only support children with what they 
have planned for them to learn from an activity, and therefore do not pick up on 
opportunities to develop children's wider skills. This means some children do not 
make the progress they are capable of during some activities.

n Staff tailor their approach to support all children in developing their ability to 
communicate. While helping younger children explore paint and water, staff 
encourage them to repeat keywords and sounds they use, such as 'splash' and 
'pat'. Staff hold vibrant conversations with children about the world around 
them. They teach them new vocabulary, such as what an 'overcast' sky means. 

n Staff promote independence from a young age. They explain to children how to 
get a tissue and wipe their noses, helping them put it in the bin when they have 
finished. Staff encourage children to pour their own water throughout the day 
and use cutlery efficiently during mealtimes. 

n Leaders have a clear vision for the setting. They help staff reflect on the learning 
opportunities they provide children. The manager identifies what staff need to 
work on next to develop their understanding of getting the most from the 
curriculum. She has started to put coaching opportunities in place for staff. 
However, this is not yet effective at raising the quality of practice for some staff 
and needs to be embedded further to improve the consistency of high-quality 
interactions. 

n Parents and carers explain that staff communicate with them about all aspects of 
children's care and education, including how they can help children develop their 
learning further at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff and leaders ensure that the environment is safe for children to play. They 
assess any risks and put steps in place to minimise potential hazards. There is a 
thorough arrival procedure in place, including supervising all doors and checking 
visitors' identification. Leaders and staff demonstrate a good understanding of their 
responsibility to safeguard children. They can identify the signs and symptoms that 
a child may be at risk of harm. The staff know how and when to record and report 
their concerns to other professionals, such as the local authority. They work 
alongside other professionals to support families when needed. Leaders check the 
ongoing suitability of staff working with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide staff further support to be able to recognise and make the most of 
learning opportunities during activities

n embed staff's professional development to improve the consistency of high-
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quality interactions.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2637884

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10303392

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person The Childcare Corporation Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902737

Telephone number 01509 508012

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Charnwood Day Nursery and Preschool registered in June 2021 and is located in 
Shepshed, Loughborough. It operates Monday to Friday, 7.30am until 6pm, all year 
round, closing for bank holidays and one week at Christmas. The setting employs 
10 members of childcare staff. Of these, nine hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above. The setting provides funded early education for 
two- and three-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lora Teague
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and inspector conducted a learning walk together, discussing the 
learning intention for children and how the environment is arranged.

n The manager and inspector observed and evaluated an activity.
n The inspector observed staff and children of all ages throughout the setting.
n The inspector held regular discussions with staff during the inspection.
n The inspector took account of the views of parents and carers. 
n A sample of documents were reviewed, including paediatric first-aid certificates, 

staff suitability checks and safeguarding policies and procedures. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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