
Inspection of Rainbow Childcare
152 Wakefield Road, Ossett, West Yorkshire WF5 9AQ

Inspection date: 9 August 2023

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish in this truly inspiring learning environment. The management 
team and staff place children at the heart of everything they do. Staff focus 
primarily on providing children with nurturing, high-quality interactions to help 
them form strong attachments. They place high priority on ensuring that children 
have a voice, feel safe and are respected. This means that children form 
exceptionally strong bonds with staff.

Children are deeply engaged in their learning and immediately immerse themselves 
in activities that capture their interest. For example, children use foam and food 
colouring to make ice creams as they absorb themselves in imaginary play. The 
curriculum is highly ambitious and well sequenced. Staff go above and beyond to 
provide children with exciting, high-quality experiences. This allows for all children 
to make the best possible progress. 

Children are extremely well behaved. They show kindness and consideration 
towards their friends. Staff expertly support children to manage their behaviour, 
and children respond positively. They understand the nursery expectations well. 
For example, they wait patiently in line for their turn to throw their beanbag into a 
basket during outdoor play. Staff give children's feelings and emotions a high 
priority. For example, children self-register by placing their names and photo cards 
on the feelings board to communicate how they feel each day. This allows children 
to manage their emotions and self-regulate their own feelings and behaviour.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff fully understand the nursery's curriculum. They have an excellent 
understanding of what children already know and can do and skilfully plan their 
next steps. For example, children are encouraged to use mathematical language 
in play. Staff identify children who have special educational needs and/or 
disabilities and put in place individual learning plans to support them. This 
means that all children make exceptional progress in their learning. 

n Communication and language development are a strength at the nursery. Staff 
consistently extend children's vocabulary and engage in high-quality interactions 
with them. For example, staff introduce exciting new vocabulary such as 'liquid 
substances' as children enjoy experimenting with flour and water. This 
successfully extends children's knowledge and language. Children are confident, 
articulate communicators who are very well prepared for the next stage in their 
learning.

n Partnerships with parents are exceptional and highly successful. Parents are 
extremely complimentary about the support and care that their children receive 
and recognise the commitment that staff show. Staff share daily information 
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with parents about their children's time at nursery. They consistently encourage 
parents to be a part of their child's learning journey by continuing their learning 
at home. This allows parents to be involved in every aspect of their child's 
learning.

n The outdoor areas are excellent and provide opportunities for children to 
negotiate space, climb and investigate. The areas have been skilfully planned by 
the management team to offer a wide range of learning opportunities. For 
example, the newly built reading shed offers older children a place to relax and 
listen to stories. Staff help children to gain an understanding of the natural 
world. Children enjoy weekly visits from a specialist gardener to plant and grow 
vegetables, herbs and flowers. 

n The management team review their practice to help make ongoing 
improvements to the nursery. They place high priority on feedback from parents 
and staff. Staff enjoy the responsibility of implementing their ideas in the 
nursery. They speak highly of the management team and say that they feel 
valued and proud to work at the nursery. Staff have regular opportunities to 
extend their knowledge, based on their own development and the needs of the 
children.

n Children show amazingly high levels of independence and self-control. For 
example, older children wash their hands independently, queue up and carry 
their plates back to the table at lunchtime. Staff encourage children to be 
independent in managing their self-care, such as dressing and feeding 
themselves. This prepares children well for the next stage of their learning.

n Staff support children and families exceptionally well in preparation for school. 
The manager works in close partnership with some of the schools children will 
attend. For example, teachers are invited to visit the nursery and meet the 
children to discuss their individual learning needs. In addition, the manager 
attends meetings with schools and shares information and guidance with 
teachers. This helps to offer children a seamless move on to school. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The management team and staff have a secure knowledge of safeguarding and 
child protection issues. The environment is safe and secure, and risk assessments 
are effective in minimising risks to children in the nursery. Staff attend 
safeguarding training and understand the possible indicators of abuse. This helps 
staff to maintain an up-to-date knowledge of new legislation in relation to child 
protection. They know the procedures to follow should they have any concerns 
about a child or if an allegation is made against a colleague. Managers ensure staff 
have clear policies to follow if they have concerns about their colleague's practice. 
Staff closely supervise children to promote their welfare.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY315014

Local authority Wakefield

Inspection number 10301296

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 74

Number of children on roll 125

Name of registered person RCC (Yorkshire) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906076

Telephone number 01924 277260

Date of previous inspection 11 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Rainbow Childcare registered in 2005 and is located in Ossett, West Yorkshire. The 
nursery employs 21 members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 5, 13 at level 3 and three at level 2. The nursery 
opens Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm all year round, except for bank 
holidays. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jennifer Cowton
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the manager through all areas of 
the premises used by the children.

n The manager carried out a joint observation with the inspector.
n Parents shared their views through verbal and written feedback. The inspector 

took account of these views.
n The inspector talked to staff and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection and took account of their views.
n During the inspection, the inspector held a meeting with the management team. 

The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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